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PREFACE. 



FBOM 1866 to 1867 an tmprecedented revolatioii was 
witnessed in the Soathem States. In the following 
pages an attempt is made to note the eeeential fea- 
tures of that npheaval throagh which title negroes passed 
in two years from chattel slavery to fnll citizenship. 

In these two momentons years the white people were 
called upon to a^nst t^emselvea not only to the fiill reoog- 
DitioD of the freedom of tlie n^roes bat to accept them as 
fellow-citizeas with eqnal dvil and political rights. 

Many old pnjjndices had to be reckoned with in this 
a^jnetment This lerolntion was attended by less demoral- 
ization of society in Yirginia than in most of the ottier 
Sontdieni States, nerertheless tlie transition from the old 
order to t^e new was painful and confusing. 

It is hoped tliat this dlscaBsion of that troubled period 
wUl, in some measure, prove nsefol in correcting any 
WTOi^ impressions that may yet exist as to what were the 
sentiments of the people in regard to the changed condition 
of the negroes and what was the civil, political and social 
status of the freedmen during that unhappy period which 
onlmlnated in the enfranchisement of tike blacks by oon- 
gressional act. 

This little book is a part of a proposed larger work 
treating the history of Virginia since the War twtween the 
States. The cares and responsibilities incident to my work 
as a teacher have thus ba prevented my finishing the pro- 
posed work. 

In the preparation of this work I am indebted to Dr. 
B, H. Dabney and many otlier persons tar asajstano in 
many ways. I am especially indebted to my wif^ who 
contributed many helpM suggestioDB and prepared the 
nuunacrlpt for the printer. 

JOHN PRESTON MoOONNELL. 
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Negroes and Their Treatment in Vir- 
ginia from 1865 to 1867. 



CHAPTER I. 

SVWBEB AND DlSTRtBUTION OF NEOBOEe IN YlBOINU. 

A I AHE sTirrendfer of G^eneral Lee at Appomattox virtnal- 

J_ ly closed the War between the States. This conteat 

had fireed the negroes throoghont the seceding States; 

bnt the fntnre statas of the freedmen had not yet been 

determined. 

In the spring of 1S65 there were probably abont half a 
million n^roes in the State of Tii^nia — a nnmber saffi- 
ciently large to prove a very disturbing factor amongst a 
white population of less than 700,000. It added much to 
the gravity of the sltnation that in a lai^e part of the State 
the negroes were a very small part of the population, while 
in other graud divisions of the State the excited and idle 
freedmen were in a decided majority. There are no flgarea 
giving the population of Virginia in the year 1865, yet the 
census reports of 1860 or 1870 will enable one to determine 
with considerable accuracy the distribution of the white 
and colored popnlation throaghont the State at the close of 
the war. 

The census of 1870 shows, in the eighteen southwest 
coanties of the State, a white popnlation of 152,297 and a 
colored population of only 21,596. In the twelve Valley 
counties having a white population of 117,321 there were 
only 26,681 negroes. In these two great divisions of the 
State, embracing thirty counties with a white population of 
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269,618, there were only 17,276 negroes vho oonatitnted 
lees than fifteen per oent. of the entire popnlation.' 

In these two aectjons the greater part of the labor had 
always been performed by white men as free laborers work- 
ing either for themselves or for other white men for wages. 
Slave labor bad never been snch an important factor in Qie 
indostry of these oommnnities as it had been in the ooontieB 
east of the Bine Bidge; for this reason, there was leas dis- 
turbance of the indnstrial system of these sections, the 
whites more readily adapted themselves to a system of free 
labor, and the snpply of labor was mnch less demoralized 
than in the parts of the State where society and indnstry 
were, in a larger degree, based on slave labor.* Probably 
the negroes did not desert the farms and their acenstomed 
trades to such an extent in these sections as they did in the 
eastern and sontheaatem parts of the State. If as lai^ a 
percentage of them did leave their old homes and trades 
they were very readily absorbed as barbers, porters, livery- 
men and in other menial services about the towns. 

In the section of the State east of the Blae Bidge there 
were, according to the census of 1870, 442,171 whites and 
465,965 blacks, giving the negroes a mtyority ovex the 
whites of 23,044.* In 1860 the Bontbtdde, the oonnties 
sonth of the James Biver, had a negro population of 207,- 
668, This population had increased considerably by 1866.* 
It is safe to say that these counties contained at least 215, - 
000 negroes in the spring of 1865. Here a large part of the 
labor had always been performed by negro slaves. In the 
counties of Amelia, Brunswick, Obarlotte, Comberland, 

» pp. 5, 69-70, 



■pp. ta-TO, VoL of suttotlo* and Popolatloti, CenBoa Report ISTO. 
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Nottoway, FovhfttaD, Priace Edward, Prince George, Sor- 
ry and Snasex, the negroes constitated about two-thirds of 
(be inhabitants. In Buckingham, Lnnenbnrg, Boatbamp- 
toD, Dinwiddle and Hali&z, the negroea were in majorities 
ranging fixim 2,000 to ?,00u in eaehooimty. In Campbell 
and Pittsylvania they had a majority In a combined popn- 
lation.' In many other conntles in eastern and sontheast- 
em Yli^inia the negroes were In the majority and were 
more ignorant than In the sections of the State where they 
were less nnmerons. As might be expected it was in these 
sections tiiat the emancipation of the slaTes brought most 
hardships and disorder. 

In addition to these agglomerations of n^^oee in cer- 
tain sections of the State, tiioosands of them had thronged 
to the cities and towns and there taken up their abode. 
Hie oensns of 1870 shows that the thirty-five dties and 
towns of the State, for which the population was given In 
1S60 and 1870, had an Increase of only 70S white inhabi- 
tants, while the increase of the colored inhabitants In the 
same towns was 25,834. This increase of colored popula- 
tion took place almost entirely in the section of the Stat« 
where the negroes were most numerous. In many of the 
towns of the Yalley and the Southwest there was an actual 
decrease in the number of negroes. In the decade from 
1860 to 1870 the white population of these thirty-five towns 
grew fh>m 88,381 to 89,088. The coloi«d population In 
the same cities leaped from 41,67S to 67,609. The number 
of negroes in the District of Colombia had grown from 
14,316 in 1860 to 43,404 in 1870, of whom 16,786 had been 
born in Yii^nia. Alexandria's colored population had in 
the meantime grown from 2,801 to 6,301; Hampton's 
from 866 to 1,841; Bichmond's from 14,276 to 23,110; Hot- 
folk's fh>m 4,330 to 8,766; Portsmonth'a from 1,477 to 
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3,617. Tbere had been very little increase in the vbite 
popnlatioo in any of tbese cities, and in AJezandria, 
LyDOhbnrg, Mancheater, Petersbarg, WillianiBbtu^, Ports- 
month, Fredericksburg and Winchester there had been an 
actual loss in the number of the whites for this same 
decade.' The number of negroes in the towns and cities of 
Virginia In 1865 was Irom twenty-five to fifly^ per cent 
greater than it was in 1870, before which time many of 
them had returned to the &rms. 

The census of 1870 shows that more than 50,000 
of the Heroes in Maryland, P^usylvania, Ohio, Dis- 
trict of Golnmbia, Massachusetts and New York had 
been bora in Virginia." Many of tbem had gone 
to these states before the war, but it is not possible to de- 
termine at present how many. It is a significant &ct that 
the colored populatioQ of Vli^inla and West Tii^inia was 
18,086 leas in 1870 than in I860*. A. constant stream of 
negroes poured across the Potomac and Ohio rivers from 
1862 to 1867. Kentucky and Miasonri had also lost abont 
the same percentage of their blacks. The number of 
negroes in each of the seceding States, except Vii^nia, was 
larger in 1870 than in 1860. In some of the states, in 
which the military operations had not been so constant, the 

•pp. 278-280, 7ol, of BtatisMos nnd Fopnlation, CensoB Beport 1870. 

Tbte itatement ia baaed on MttmateB miwle b^ coDserrHtlve altlieiu 
who were living at that time. The press and army offloerg spoke repeat- 
edly of the Influx of negroes to the cities. There are no figures glTing the 
namber of negroee in the towns In ISOfi. Oen. Halleck reported, Jone 9S, 
1886, that there were from SO.OOO to 40,000 free negroes in Richmond at 
that time. Serial 97, Official Records of War of Rebellion. 

For Bcconnt of the desertion of their homes hj negroes see Rlohmond 
Dallj Bnqnirer. Hay 32, 1866 ; The Richmond Republic, Ha? 16, 1806, and 
Ang. 10, I86S. Women, with their children, walked three or tour days to 
get away from their old homes to the towns. 

Table VI, Vol. Statisties aod Fopnlatloii, Census Report 1870. 

Table U, Ibid. Bee this table also for ^aia gr lo^ in ue^ro population 
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increase of the negro population had been very marked, 
being 79,000 in Qeoi^a and more than 30,000 in sereral 
other states. The remoteness of most of the slave states 
from the free states rendered ' 'refageeing' ' very dlf&cnlt 
for all negroes and impossible for most of them. Tlie pres- 
ence of the Federal armies and the proximity of free terri- 
tory rendered it comparatively easy for many negroes in 
Virginia to find tlieir vay across the Ohio or the Potomac 
to the free states. 

It is, therefore, eaay to see, that in the spring of 1865 
the whole slave system was ntterly destroyed in Virginia; 
the former slave population was agitated and nnsettled; 
the old forms of indnstry and social life based on slavery 
were irrevocably gone. 



CHAPTER IL 

PuBUO Opihion in ViEOnsiA m Bbxsabd 

TO BMAnorPATION. 

Although Congrees, in the Crittenden Besolntion of 
July, 1861, had declared that the war was not w^;ed to 
interfere with any of the domestic institutions of the abates, 
but solely for the preservation of the union of the states, 
and that the war shoald cease when that union was assured, 
it was felt everywhere that the fate of slavery was an issoe. 
The South had entered into the (tontest feeling that &ilure 
would involve the downfoll of slavery. Before the war was 
finished it became quite as much the aim of a lai^ part of 
the people of the Northern States ntterly to extirpate 
slavery as to preserve the union. It was felt that it was 
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neceesaiy to destroy slavery to save the nnioa. With 
these clearly defined issaes the war was fought oitt. 

At the close of thla fonr years' contest, in which the 
people of the Soath with an nnanimity nDparalleled resisted 
the invading armies as long as honor demanded or homan- 
ity permitted, it was naturally asked by the world: "Do !• 
the people of Virginia accept the abolition of slavery in 
good Mth, or is their acqniesceaoe in its destmction only 
a rose of ezhaosted disloyalty, by which they hope to gain 
strength and opportunity to renew the contest to restore 
slavery, or to accomplish by cunningly devised legislation 
the re-enslavemeut of the negroes! Has the war merely 
destroyed the name of slavery without destroying its 
realityT'" 

To appreciate just how the people of Yirginia regard- 
ed the abolition of slavery it is necessary to understand 
what they thought of this institution prior to the war. 
Many slaveholders in Yirginia had long coDsidered slavery 
a burden on the masters and a detriment to the best inter- 
ests of the commnnlty.^ It had long been a question with 
many of the most thoughtftil whether slavery in Yii^nia 
was profitable in the mere production of wealth . Throngh- 
oat the South slave labor was being driven to a few regions 
devoted to the caltivatioD of tobacco, cotton and sugar 
eaoe. Slaves were not as valuable in Yli^oia as in the 
undeveloped states of the Soathwest The average hire of 
an able-bodied man slave for the four states, Arkansas, 
Texas, Mississippi and Louisiana was in 1860 a little more 
than 60 per cent higher than in Yirginia.* As a natural 



8m kIso BnnuDer's Bpe«ob, CongrenlQDAl Globe lSM-lf)6S, p. 069. 

Bee Cul Bcbarz's report, OoDgTesslonia Globe 1866-1300, p. 1806. 

iHinor'B luatltatee, Vol. I, p. 16B. BBllmgfa, A Hfstorv at BlsTerv in 
VlrginiA. 



Tor oonolatiTe evidenoB ot thlB, see Hie DomeBtta BUve Trade, by W. H. 
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oonBeqnence Blavery had lost macli of ite popular Happort 
in Yirginia aa compared with the "Cotton States;" for any 
oommtmity is apt to see the veakuesa of slavery when it 
has onoe ceased to be profitable, even if it oamiot see the 
means of abolishing it. 

The same spirit that had oansed Jeflferson and Henry 
to deplore ttie evils of alaveiy persisted in Virginia. Like 
Jefferson, Henry and Tncker at the banning of the oen- 
tnry, many owners of n^roee in the middle of the centary 
wonid gladly have been free from their slaves; bnt, 
embarrasaed by the difftcnlties and dangers of emancipa- 
tion and restrained by the meshes of this all-permeating 
inetitntion, they did not feel jostified in taking the initiative 
in this general mannmission. The atrocities of the latdy 
emancipated West India negroes deterred many from fol- 
lowing their desire to liberate their own aervante. In addi- 
tion to all these difKcalties every plantation was a little 
oommnnity in which there were many helpless old n^^roes, 
cripples, and children who were unable to provide ftu* 
themselves. To liberate these and turn them adrift wonld, 
ander the mantle of philanthropy, have been extreme 
beartlessneea and crnelty. The white master oonld not feel 
that it WU8 his dnty to continne to care for the dependents 
and at the same time emancipate the able-bodied sons or 
fathers to lead idle and vagrant lives. The master, there- 
frae, however hnmane or philanthropic he might be, was 
nnder the moral obligation to hold these plantation gronps 
together.* 

A plan of gradual emancipation was eerioosly discnssed 
in the General Assembly of Virginia In 1831-32.* Pnblic 
sentiment was rapidly moviug toward a general emancipa- 
tion aboat the time the anti-slavery crosade began in tbe 

*Bnic«'B Pluttation Hegro as a Treeman dlaciuaM, In an admiraU* 
mannar, lb* •oonomy ot a ViiKlnia bIktb idantaticni and the dlfltooltj of 
to«aklng It Dp. 

«Mlnor'( Inrtltntai, VoL I, p. IBS. 
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North. The abolitionists became qaite ofEenslye in their 
criticism of slavery in the Sonth. The Yirginians, always 
jealonsof OQtside iDt«nneddling vith their affiiirs, resented 
the efforts of Korthem a^tatora. Naturally the moTement 
was thus checked in the State. Nevertheless the Legisla- 
ture continued to provide for emancipatioD and granted an 
annual appropriation of t30,000 and a poll tax of one 
dollar per head on every male free negro of the age of 
twenty-one years and under fifty-five to be used in coloniz- 
ing free negroes in Liberia.^ This appropriation, continued 
until I860, is a proof of the sincerity of the Yii^nians in 
tlieir profeesionB of interest in the gradual abolition of 
slavery, and shows how keenly they realized the difficulties 
of emancipating the n^roes and allowing them to remain 
in the State, and farther explains why so many men, who 
detested the whole system, hesitated to free their slaves. 
There were statutes (gainst the immigration of fr%en^;roee 
into the State.* The presence of negroes in any capacity 
was felt to be a perplexing problem of which the most 
practical solution was either gradnal emancipation and 
colonization or, if this was impracticable, the continued 
servitude of the negroes. There had been a great amelior- 
ation in the treatment of slaves in the twenty-five years 
preceding the war. Many benevolent individuals exerted 
themselves to bring about this state of things by creating in 
the public mind a spirit of reprobation of cruelty to slaves. ' 
Gov. F. H. Fierpont, of Virginia, in his message to 
the L^islatare in 1865, speaking of the negroes, said that 
their condition was a hard one as they had the "theory of 
the politicians and the dogma of the divines against them.^' 
His statment is true if he meant that the politicians of the 
State considered the negro a race so radically different from 

•Ood« of 1S60, p. 520. 

•Code of 1B60, p. 810. 

iHUdreth, Despotism In America (passim). 

lAtneiican Annual Cyclopcedla 1860, p. 768. 
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the vbites that it was impossible for them to be assimilated 
by the whitea; that they were a race incapable of sharing 
in the government of the State; and that the wisest solation 
of this qnestion for both races at that time, at least, was the 
politiGal and social snbordination of the weaker race to the 
stronger. The statement is not trne if he meaug that the 
great mass of the people either in 1860 or in 1865 bore any 
malice or hatred to the negroes, or that they wished to 
make hard the condition of their lives.^ In regard to the 
statement that the dogmas of the divines were against the 
negroes, the great body of the ecclesiastical leaders of the 
State were not in love with the institatioD of slavery. 
They did not wish its presence bnt simply accepted it as 
the wisest and most hnmane solntion of the presence of the 
negroes amongst the whites. They felt that the mere hold- 
ing of a negro as a servant was not obvionsly opposed to 
the spirit and doctrine of the Christian religion. They 
were deeply interested in their spiritual wel&re and car- 
ried on a successfiil propaganda among them with the re- 
sult that a very large percentage of them were severely 
orthodox Christians when they became freemen in 1865." 

•Sea State newapapera of that period in regard to the feeling toward 
negroao. 

A. letter from B. Jolmsoii Barboor, Esq., publlehed in The Rapnblio, 
Richmond, Va., Aug. IS, 1866. « • • • "Jn tlieir general condact 
they (the whites) should recogniie the tno (treat faota which tbe wiir has 
established — Life to the Nation and Death to Slavery. It is our daty to 
de%l kindly uid genUy with a race suddenly emancipated, even though 
in the Srit flueh of freedom they ahonld vlclate our traditional Ideas of 
BDbordination and discipline. By calmness and patience we shall do 
much toward repressing that spirit of agitation which, through tolly or 
crime, wonld make freedom a curse instead of a blessing to the negro. 
His tutnre condition is the only dlfflcnlt problem left unsettled by the 

This is the universal teelimony. These facts are forcefully brought 
oDt in a personal letter from Rer. J. tVilllam Jones to the writer. 

The tollowlng preamble Euid resolution adopted by the Bast Hanover 
Presbytery Is representative of the spirit of the other denominations: 

"In consideration of the fact that the largest proportion of the colored 
popnlation are within the bounds of Bast Hanover, this Presbytery would 
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There mire elaTehoIders who, in Uieir heartlessiiesB and 
greed for gaio, made the life of the slave a burden and bhns 
made slavery odious in the eyes of the world. It is donbt- 
less tme that some ministers were over anxiona to palliate 
the evils and to magnify the necessity and the Obiistianity 
of slavery. StiD it is tme that the great body of the most 
thooghtfal men of all classes r^;arded bnman slavery as an 
nnfortnnate inheritance, a harden &om which they wished 
to be relieved by some safe and practicable means. 

Entertaining these opinions the people of Virginia did 
not hesitate to accept the abolition of slavery as one of Uie 
most patent resnlta of the contest ont of which they emerged 
in 1866. The events and agitation of the foar years' war 
had BO shattered and demoralized slavery that all sensible 
men felt Urnt its £ate was sealed in Virginia, whatever 
might be the wishes of the whites. Large nnmbers of the 
slaves had enjoyed a taste of personal liberty within the 
Union lines. It was not to be expected that they, having 
once felt that they were free, would readily take again 
tlieir former places as slaves. In the Valley, in the North- 
ern, North Central and Tidewater oountieB of the State the 
old plantetion life was broken np. It was estimated in the 
spring of 1866 that 50,000 negroes in Virginia had deserted 



Mprwi lla undlmlnlBhed fntarost in the splrltnal welfare of tfal« olOM of 
OUT people and ite aolamn oonvictlon of the peculiar reeponaibllltlee now 
reeling apon ns In <»nMqaeno« of the new relatlonB the; now inataln 

"Bemembeiing that oar colored biendi hare an equal intereet with 
tie In the redunptlon provided by Christ Jeeni, uid mlndfnl of the clalme 
of thoee who nere bom and reared among db. and many of whom are 
■tUl mambere of oar familiea Emd In oar employment, and regarding it 
botii as onr doty and privilege to do all In our power to promote their 
Bplrltnal wdl-being. Baolved, That by meant of famUy and Sabbath 
Bohool and catechetical inatmction, by the preacblng of the Ooepel for 
their speidal benefit, we will endeavor, with unabated eeal, to Kdvonoe 
their rellglooB coltore, with the hope and prayer that we may be made 
•qnally Initmmental with otho- denomlnattODS— oar oo-laborere with ne 
— in the great work of bringing tiiem into the told of Cbrlet." — Richmond 
Bapnblle, 8wt. Zl, ISSB. 
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tbcdr homes and masters.^ These were generally the most 
iDtelligent and aspiring of their race— many of them being 
soldiers in the Federal army. 

The Virginians, seeing that slavery was already "vorn 
ont by the friction of the war," had laid down their arms 
in 1865, nndeiBtanding fnll well that they had seen the last 
of slavery; and, in their hearts, many were thankfal that 
they were rid of it.^ While few recognized thaC it had been 
constitntionally abolished, most were glad to accept it as an 
accomplished &ct and felt that the dire couseqaenoea that 
seemed abont to follow the wholesale and immediate eman- 
cipation were not chargeable to them. After the idose of 
hoetilitieB and the retnm of the soldiers to their homes, 

lOiohmond Times, July 11, 1S65. 

iHay IT, 1S66, Richmond Timessaid: "The tate of slavery inVlrglniK 
was, by the natural aSecte, * " settled In Vlrglaia before the Confed- 
wacy collapsed. * * Under sach cironmstances, If the oontiunance of 
■lavery was deor«ed tomorrow, the shettered wreck of the dilapidated 
oan»8B of the Inatltntion would prove, we fear, little better than an eye- 
sore and a stumblliig block in our path, a mildew npon our prosperity." 

Richmond Enquirer, Nov. 28, 130S, says : "The abrogation of property 
In slaves" Is one of the Indisputable rcenlta of the war. The Richmond 
Repnbllo, Hay 19, 1S66, says: "The war has administered a death blow 
to slavery. Nothing, therefore, is more idle or vain than the hope or ex- 
pectation of prolonging the existence of the Institution (of slavery) by 
expedients which should aim to preserve the reality while relinquishing 
the name." However, the Daily Dispatch, Jan. 4, 1865, claims that the 
condition of the negro, U treed by the Federal Oovemment, would be 
more pitiable than that of the slave and that a new slavery wonld arisel 
Robert Ridgeway, in The Whig, Ang. 11, IStS, says: "The abolition of 
slavery Is one of the aooompllabed results of Uiewarand it becomes the 
dnty of the people of Vli^nia to accept that result in entire good f altb, 
dismissing; from their mirds the chimerical idea, if any such idea is en- 
tertained by them, that It can, in any event, ever be rO'established." The 
Richmond papers from April, 1866, to the close of the year, give accounts 
of county mass-meetings In variona parts of the State, aocepttnf; unre- 
servedly the abolition of slavery as an aocompUshed and Irrevocable tact. 
The Qeneral Assembly, in its Joint Resolution of Feb. 6, 1H66, nncoudition- 
ally socepted emancipation. Acis 1865^, p. 149. Hon. A. H. H. Stoart's 
"Narrative of the Popular Movement in Virginia in 186R, and the Com- 
mittee of Nine,*' discusses very fully the feeling In regard to the uncondl- 
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large and representative meetings of the wbite citizens, 
were held thronghoat the Btate, in which resotntions vere 
adopted dedariug that the people accepted in good fiuth 
and without mental reservation the reanlta of the war, 
amongst which they retarded the abolition of slavery the 
chle£ Many of the most prominent men in the Slate, by 
B[>eeche6 and open letters in the newspapers, expressed their 
acqniescence In emancipation and orged all the people 
everywhere to accommodate themselves to the changed 
relations they bore to their former slaves, to deal fairly 
with them, to employ them for wages, or to share with 
them the crops. 

The negroes were at once recognized as free. Their 
right to assert their freedom was not qaeetioned. Ool. O. 
Brown, the assistant Commissioner of the Frecd- 
men's Bnrean for the State of Vii^inia, in hia report 
to Gen. O. O. Howard, at the close of the year 1865, 
says: "It is believed that there is not within the State a 
person who does not understand and succeesfnlly assert his 
right to fteedom."' If there had been any denial of free- 
dom to any freedman in the State it is not probable that it 
woold have escaped the attention of Col. Brown, as the 
f^nts of the Bnrean were scattered over the State and 
were generally careful to investigate any real or imagined 
wrong done a negro, and the negroes were not negligent in 
reporting their tronbles to the Freedmeu's Bnrean. 

In addition to the evidence famished by the nnmeroos 
coanty meetingB, in regard to the full and frank acceptance 
of the freedom of the negro, the editorials and the corre- 
spondence of the representative newspapers of the State re- 
peatedly expressed full recognition of the nnoonditional de- 
stmction of slavery.* In the sommer of 1865 it was reported 

■CoL O. Brown's report of the operatloa of the Feadmen'B Burena In 
Tii^linlB isee, pabU8h«d is LTocbbnrg Tlrglnlut, Joq. S, 1660. 

4Bee newKpap«rB ot that period. April ac, 1866, Gen. Halleck, In latter 
to Beeretarj Stanton, qnotea Alszuider Rlvea as lajlng tbat DMtfly all 
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that a nmo in Fetersbai^ was paying tlO.OO per capita for 
th« claim of owoersliip of able-bodied n^roes, iD tbe belief 
tliat they vonld be remanded to their old condition. So 
absurd did his coarse seem that he was made a solgect of 
ridicale and held ap by the press as a sort of harmleas and 
good-natured lanatic. It) was declared by tbe prees that 
the restoratioD of slavery was not desired, even if the courts 
should hold the varioos proclamations and acta emaDoipat- 
ing tbe slavee anconstitational.' The following qaotation 
from Bx-Ooy. Henry A. Wise expresses aboot what many 
lepresentatiTe Tlrginians thought in the snmmerof 1860; 
"So iar from my being opposed to tbe name 'freedom' aa 
indicating the condition of slaves freed by the war, the 
chief oonaolation I have io the resalt of the war is that 
slavery is forever abolished^ that not only slaves are, in 
&ct, at last freed from bondage bat that I am freed from 
them. Long before the war ended, I bad definitely made 
ap my mind actively to advocate emancipation thronghoat 
the Sonth. I had determined, if I coald help it, my 
decendantB shoald never be sabject to the hnmiliation I 
have been subject to by the weakness, if not the wicked- 
neaa, of slavery; and while I cannot recognize as lawful and 
humane the violent and shocking mode in which it has 
been abolished, yet I accept the fact most heartily as an 
accomplished one, and am determined not only to abide by 
it and acquiesce in it, but to strive by all means in my 
power to make it beneficent to both races and a blessing 
especially to our conutry. I unfeignedly rejoice at tbe Jkct, 
and am reconciled to many of the worse calamities of the 
war because I am now convinced that the war was aspecial 
providence of Ood, unavoidable by the nations at their ex' 

partlaa were remdy to abandon slavery and that a'popolar Tota wonld be 
ttrongly against It. F. 939, serial 97, Official Records ot War of Rebellion. 
For aooonnt of delegation sent from tlie Lei^atare of Virginia to Fred- 
dent Johnson, see p. Ill, App. Congreuional Qlobe 1866-186B.' 

q^nohboTg Vliflnian, Jnna 13, 186S, and for M*eral daye following. 
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treme, to tear loose from ns a black idol from -vhich we 
ooold never liave been separated by any otiher means than 
ttioee of fire and blood, aword and sacrifice."* 

Col. O. Brovn, the agent of the Freedmen's Bnreaa in 
Virginia, divided tie people of Virginia into three claeses 
according to their views of the negro and the Freedmen'e 
Bnreaa. Of the first class he said: "Many of the citizens, 
under the control of tradition, habit and edncation, only 
finllealy acqniesoed iu the freedom of their former slavee."' 
He farther complained that this class regarded the colored 
popolation as necessarily and appropriately servile and 
nnfit for freedom; that they felt that negroes were in some 
way responsible for the fiiilnre of the Confederacy, For 
this reason be tbonght this first class 'Wholly onqnalified" 
for eo-operatioii in the work of the Bnrean. 

It is tme that many people accepted the abolition of 
slaver; as an accomplished feet withont recognizing the 
legality or justice of the manner in which it was accom- 
plished, bnt even this class entertained no hope, and bat 
little desire, of seeing its restoration attempted. 

It is also trne that most people iu Vii^inia did then 
regard and always have regarded the n^ro as an inferior 
race and nnqoalified to take a leading part in the govern- 
ment of the State; bnt this opinion of bis place in society 
did not indispose the whites to deal jastly with him and to 
grant him all civil rights and several political rights as 
will be shown later. 

The feeling that a race or tan individual is an 
infierior in point of ability and power begets a sense 
of kindly interest and sympathy for the weaker party 
by the stronger rather than a deeire to do wrong or 



ajynobboig Virglniam, Jan. 3, ISOa. 
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violence to the weakling.^ Biudi vas the case in 
1865 Id Virginia in regard to the negroefl, from irhom so- 
ciety hoped to receive leeo and to whom it felt inclined to 
give more than it was prepared to receive from and give to 
the vhitea The enfranchiaeiuent of the D^^roes in 1867, 
and the efforts to place the whites under the domination of 
the blacks, did mach to destroy the interest and sympathy 
which the whites had always felt for them. 

Of the second class into which he divided the people. 
Col. Brown said: "Another class, Domerictdly small bnt 
of the best talent, caltore and inflneoce, not only scoepted 
the sitaation,bat with a wise foresight and noble patriotism 
were ready to co-operate with the (U. 8. ) Government for 
the speediest restoration of tranquility and law, and to 
assist the Bnreaa in its endeavor to bring the highest good 
to all classes ont of the present evils."* 

From these qaotations it is seen that co-operation 
or failure to co-operate with the Freedmen's Bnrean 
in 1866 is one of the chief marks by which Ool. 
Brown distinguishes and classifies the people. Per- 
haps it was impossible for the agents of the Freedmen's 
Bnrean at that time to anderstand how any white man oonld 
sincerely accept the abolition of slavery and at the same 
time stand aloof from the Bnrean. Still, many who nnre- 
servedly recognized and accepted the complete destrnction 
of slavery were firmly convinced that the Bnreao's pnrpose 
and method, with the possible exception of its ednoational 
work and the support of the absolutely helpless n^roes, 
were unwise and tended to widen the chasm b^iween the 
whites and the blacks. 

Voir T, 1B6G, motunond Tlmm a^jt: "The o<dlapM at tha Oonled- 
aracT haviiig, aa we antiolpated, raaulted In Iha overthrow of Blavery, wa 
have no wrongs to avenga at tha expeiue of the negro. It 1b to onr tnt^ 
eat to moke ><!"' a naafnl laborar, and cruelty to the emanoipatad slave 
wonld be jnst aa abanrd a piece ot inhamanity aa cruelty to a hoive or an 

■Lynolibiirf Virflalwa, J«a. 2, 18BS. 
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Id addition to the two claasee just mentioned Gol. 
BrowD declared tbat "a third and more nameroaa claas, 
because forced to acknowiedge the freedom of their for- 
mer slaves, wished either to effect their entire removal 
from the Stato or bind them by snch contracts as woold 
allow them bat little more freedom ttian they formerly 
poesessed.*" 

The perplexed, and nnsettled state of the pnblic 
mind is indicated very clearly in this qaotatiOD. 
By some people it was felt that the whites and blacks conld 
not live tc^ether on terms of equality. To some the only 
eolation of this problem seemed to be a general emigration 
of one of the races. There was mnoh talk of sach a move- 
ment of the negroes either to some territory of the United 
Stat«8 or to Africa. Knmbers of the most intelligent col- 
ored people in the State were setting oat for Liberia; others 
were preparing to follow.'' On the other hand many whites, 
despairing of peace and prosperity of the commonity, at- 
tempting to ignore racial differences and antipathies, were 
planning to find for themselves new homes in Mexico or in 
some of the South American States. Wiser heads, under- 
standing the improbability, if not the impossibility of a 
general emigration either of the whites or blacks, were try- 
ing to devise some plan to reorganize the social and indus- 
trial framework so suddenly revolutionized by the immedi- 
ate manumission of the colored race. The pretts almost 
universally discouraged emigration schemes and ni^ed the 
people to adjust themselves to the new conditions.* 

qjynchbur^ Tirgrlnion, Jan. S, 1866. 

OA considerable nmuber ot uoRToeB lett Lynobbtu^ in October, 1865, 
for Liberia. Others were to follow. The emigrants were very nnlortun- 
Bte In Liberia. It was reported that some of them vere eaten by canni- 
bals. All that were able to do so returned to Virginia. LynohborK Vir- 
ginian, Oat IS, 1865. 

'For dlEcnBsion of emigration achemee pro and con see the Virg:lnla 
newspapeTB during the anmmer of 166S and early part of 1866. Enquirer 
editorial March IT, 1S66, laTors ''diffusion of the colored popnJatiQii" 
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While the people of Yirginia Urns fall; aooeptod the 
I(^eal resnlte of the war and graoted to the negro his per- 
sonal freedom, they vere not in 1865 or 1866 prepared to 
extend to him the franchise, to admit him into the jory 
hoz, to permit him to testify in cases in which white par- 
ties alone were interested, to come into the State from any 
other state or to intermarry with the whites. His rights 
in property were aecared to him by the laws existing prior 
to 1860, which permitted free negroes to own personal and 
real property.^ 



CHAPTER m. 

The Effect of Emancipation on the Mboboes. 

Early in the war negroes began to desert their masters 
and to seek refnge within the Federal lines. With the 
progress of the atmggle this movement grew stronger until 
the proper disposal of the fleeing negroes became quite a 
serioQS problem. From the first they realized that this 
contest was in a large measnre ooncerning themselves. In 
many a cabin the glad word was whispered that the day 
for the oppressed to '"'oome np out of Egypt" was at hand. 
Later they heard that the invading hosts of the North were 
coming to greet them as "men and brothers,"* 

throushont tha whole oonntry m « Bolntlon o( the qnestlon, as that will 
give Nortbem people a correct Idea of negroe" >i>d prevent the btimder of 
equality in the Bonth b; Congreaslanal interference. 

)For the itatDB of free negroes before the war, see Uode of 1860 ; Bal- 
lagh, A HistoTjof SlaTeryiu Vl^nia (pMdm). 

■For a full account of neKn> rafngMa and the dlBpoaol of them by the 
Federal anthorlties, see (passim) HoCarthy, "Llnooln's Plan of Becon- 

stmotlon." 
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Most of the slavefl remained at home nntil the close of 
the war and performed their nsoal taeka. The old routine 
of the plantatioD life was on the surface little disturbed. 
They continned to plant and to harvest the crops, to care 
for and protect the wives and children of their masters, 
most of whom were in the Oonfederat« army. From the 
first to the last Yirginia was the batUegronnd of the war. 
From firet Manaeeas to Appomattox it felt the mightiest 
shocks of the conflict. The YalJey, Ifortbeni Virginia and 
the Tidewater were overran hy the oontending armies. By 
the attrition of the contest slavery was worn out in these 
parts of the State. Even in these sections most of the 
slaves remained with their masters, bnt slavery as a vital 
institation was gone. In a large part of the State the 
negroes remained on the farms only because they did not 
know what else to do, nob becanse they did not realize that 
slavery was dead.^ So effective had been the war, the 
movement of the armies, aod the dissemination of hope and 
of opinions fovorable to freedom, that in the sammer of 
1864 the nmnber of n^roes practically &ee was estimated 
by the Iforth American Bevlew at 1,300,000 in the seced- 
ing States.^ Of this nnmber Yii^nia had her proportional 
share. Jefferson Davis at the same time placed the nnm- 
ber of negroes practically free at 3,000,000.* This agita- 
tion by the year 1866 had shattered the old plantation life; 
its vitality was gone. 

From 1862 to 1865 the stream of negroes deserting 
their fiunilies and homes had constantiy grown stronger. 
At Washington, Alexandria, Fredericksbarg, Portsmonth, 
Newport News and Norfolk, they were assembled and fed 
by the Federal Government. This movement was most 
marked in the sections of the State in which the negroes 
bad been most frequently bronght in contact with the 

^7or the conditloD ot the old plantation life In tlte aprinK ani} summer 
of 1B6G, BM UBWHpapers ot that period. 

■F. 387, Amuican Annoal Cjolopndia, 1S61 
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Union armies. In the eoantieB of the Sonthside, faovever, 
and in the Soatbvest, almost every negro remained on his 
master's ikrm ontil the close of the war. On the approach 
of the Federal army many whites fled, taking with them 
their slaves; in this way the plantation life was broken up ' 
and negroes were congregated in certain plaoe& 

At the close of hostilities in Yiiginia the stream of 
freedmen pouring towards the towns and the military posts 
was swollen to a river. Richmond, Petersburg, Lynohbnrg 
and all the lai^r towns of the State were crowded with 
homeless and penniless negroes. The nomber of negroes in 
Bichmond in the summer of 1865 was estimated at 30,000, 
which indicated that at least 15,000 strange n^roes were in 
the city. Squalid villages of freedmen grew ap at the 
various towns along the Chesapeake Bay, at Alexandria, 
at Arlington, and at numerous other points throughout the 
State. Still the movement of the negroes was &om the 
country to the city. So serious had the matter become that 
the Federal aathoritiee issued order after order urging the 
freedmen to remain on the iarms. At last military orders 
positively forbade negroes to leave the commnnities where 
they were unless it was absolutely impossible for them to 
find work there. These orders donbtlesB deterred many 
from moving to the towns.* 

The increase of the negro population was especially 
marked in the cities held directly by the military authori- 
ties, because the negroes there expected to be fed by Fed- 

*For facta In regard to tbe moremeut of tb« fra«dineii, see OfflcUl 
RKx>rd8 ot War of Bebellion, serial 97, pp. 647, 988, 9S8, 1U06, lOSS, IISO, 
11S6, llSe, 1288, 1399; Richmond Timea, July 11, 1860; CharlottcBvjIle 
Cbronlde, F«b. 28, 1867 ; Woddell, History of AnKnata Conntr, pp. 8BR- 
341; Bmce, Flantstion Negro as a Freeman, pp. 176, 177; Richmond 
Times, JnlyU, 1866; Lyilabbarc Virginian, Bept. 7,1866; Uessages and 
DocnmentB of the U. 8. Oov«nuneot, 1868^1867, p. 668; Col. O. Brown's 
report, Lynchburg Virginian, Jkh. 3, 1866; Order of Col. J. Bhaw, Jr., 
RlohmDnd TlmOH, Aug. S, 1805; Qen. Qregg's General Order Vo. IS, 
Lynchbnrg Virginian. Jane 1, 1865; Daily Enquirer, March 22, 1866, April 
18, 1867; Rapntdfo, Ang. 10, 186B. 
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eral qoartermaaters or a^nts of the Freedmen'B Barean. 
Many of them doubtless felt that their newly found freedom 
-vas too good to be true, and were fearfal that they should 
again be remanded to slavery, mtleae protected by the 
f^nts of the United States Government, whieh they felt 
had secured for them the liberty which they eqjoyed. 
Many of all classes were drawn away from their old homes 
and trades to the idleness and vice of the cities, yet most of 
the deserters were able-bodied yonng negroes who left their 
old, young and helpless behind as a burden on their former 
owners. In their new placetj of abode they were very 
ready to forget their wives whom chey had left behind and 
contract new matrimonial obligations without much appre- 
ciation of the sanctity of this relation. The negro women 
espedfdly, freed from the discipline of the old life, often 
became very dissolute.^ 

In some cases the former owners t»« expected to care 
for the helpless fr'eedmen. The Federal anthorities, how- 
ever, ufiually recognized that the burden of supporting 
dependent negroes was no longer properly chargeable to 
their former owners, but had been shifted to the relatives 
of the paupers, to the community, or to tiie Fedetal Gktv- 
emment. It must be said, however, that many of these 
deserted uulortanates wei-e cheerfally supported by their 
old masters on account of affection and humanity.^ 

A great reetleBsnees to get off the farms where they 
had been held as slaves seized almost all n^roes every- 
where, but some faithfnl slaves refosed to leave their old 
homes and continued to live with their formei masters and 
serve them till death. 

^For effect of emAudpattoii on tha marriage relationa and morate of 
the Degroee, see Boffin, The Negro aa & Political and Social Factor, (pat- 
aim); Bmce, The Plantation Negro aa a Freeman, chap. 11; Qen. Hal- 
leck'B report, Official Records of the War of the Rebellion, aerial 9T, p. 1396. 

"BIchmond Timea, July T, 1806; General Order No. IS, Lynchburg Vir- 
ginian, June 2,186B; Official {teoord? of Wnrpf Rebeipo^i "^ilal tf7, |^ 

9SZ, sea. 
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It vas estimated, in Jaly, 1866, that at least 60,000 
able-bodied negroes had deserted their helpleas ones and 
gone to tbe citieB of Virginia or the North. Not only had 
able-bodied n^roes flocked to the towns and military posta, 
bnt many helpless old men, women and children were had- 
dled t(^ther in wretched hovels. In some instances thirty 
Heroes were, In the sninmer of 1865, occupying the rooms 
formerly considered barely comfortable for two. In filthy 
improTised hnts around the varions military posts and in 
the freedmen's towns the mortality of the negroes was 
appalling.' 

It was felt by some of the Federal army officers that 
there was danger of "the land going to waste" on accoant 
of the desertion of the laboring population. They pro- 
posed to treat as "v^abonds" the freedmen who were 
away £rom their old homes aad wlthoat employment." 
Priot to the war it had been claimed that the effects of 
freedom on the free negroes in Yirginla had been disas- 
trous, "the successive censuses, particularly irom 1840 to 
1860, showing a great physical and moral deterioration on 
the part of the free blacks whether compared with the 



•Lynohburg VlrginloD, Jan. 9, 1866; Rlohmond Timeo, June 27, July 
8, 7, 1865; Messages and Docniuents ot U. S. QoTemment, 1866-7, p. 668, 
isas-a, p.l»6; Official Records of Warof Rebellion, p. 181S, serial 97; 
American Annual Cyclopradfa, 1866, p. STB. 

The Whig, Oct. 3, 1866, refers to a "ballnclnatlon" amongst the 
neKToes that tbe great mortality amongst them was not dne to disease 
but poison. In the Tidewater region they were living largely on melons, 
stale flsh and cabbage but believed in many places that the white p«ople 
had "tricked" them. Th^ were treated by qnack negro doctors vitb 
decoctions of berbe, etc. They woold not trost white doctors. Nov. 6, 
1866, the same newspaper deduce that the nnmber of negroes was great- 
ly diminished. In the Bnqnlrer, Not. 16, 1866, It is claimed that fifty per 
cent, of tbe negroes had perished from disease. The mortality ot the 
negroee was not as great as it was beUeved to be at tbe time. 

"See orders regarding negroes, Official Records of the War ot Rebel- 
lion, eertal 97, pp. 1006, 1086, 1178, 1391 ; Order of Gen. Oregg, published In 
Lyiwbbtiiv Tlrglnlan, Jnne 1, 1866. 
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staves or with the whit«e."^ In 1865 the negroes seemed to 
be rapid]]' beoomiug a race of vagrants and idlers. Ne- 
groes possesB a remarkably strong and persistent local at- 
tachment; yet they were so anxioos to aasert their liberty 
and to convince themiselves that they vere really free, that 
tiltey felt in most cases that it was necessary to desert the 
&rms where they had been held as slaves and to seek homes 
with some neighboring farmer, even if they did not have 
the oooK^ or think it necessary to leave the entire com- 
monity. Many of the largest farms were almost depopu- 
lated of their former negroes, and their places were filled 
either by those who had come in from a distance or from 
the ne^hboring plantations.^ Fidelity and timidity in- 
fluenced some to remain with their former masters bnt 
their number was not large. A vast mtqority of the 
negroes changed their habitations immediately after the 
war or within the next three years. 

In their new homes th^ frequently were not able to 
find, even when they wished It, the forms of labor to which 
they had been trained. As has been mentioned before, the 
plantations were little tndostrial commnnities In which the 
division of labor system was necessarily adopted to a con- 
siderable extent. Some of the daves were hoase servants 
and peisonal attendants of their masters; others were 
taught to spin and weave; others were blacksmiths, har- 
ness makers and carpenters; the great body of the slaves 
were mere field hands. When the old plantation life was 
broken up these freedmen were very poorly prepared for 
the new society in which they must compete with the whit« 
mechanics and laborers who had been trained in more lines 
of work as well as to a higher degree of skill in the mechan- 
ical trades. By these white competitors their employment 
was rendered more difficult and uncertain. This had a 

iHlnoT'i InBtltataa, Vol. 1, p. 168. 

*BriiiM, FlantAtlon Nsgro u a Freemui, chap. Xn. 



oyGoo'^lc 



Neffroea and Thm/r Treatment in Virginia, 1865-87 23 

teodenoy still ftarther to demoralize the oegroee aod force 
them to drift from place to place. It is needless to say 
that most plantation negroes found themselves ont of place 
in the cities, where there was not a great demand for sach 
a large body of absolntely nnskiUed laborers as flocked tA 
them in 1866 and 1866.' 



CHAPTER IV. 

DlSTUSBINO FOBOES. 

During the two years ftom the spring of 1866 to the 
passage of the Beconstrnction Acts in March, 1867, the 
negroes fell hugely nnder the inflnence of their preachers 
and a olaas of native whites who acted as leaders and ad- 
visers to the fi-eedmen. The so-called "scalawags," in 
many instances, had been kaown for their cruelty and in- 
justice to the negroes. Many of them had been slave over- 
seers, some of them slave owners before the war; yet this 
reputation did not appear to be any obstacle to their win- 
kling the confidence of the freedmen.^ By artful insinua- 
tion they won the favor of the colored people, and in a 
large d^ree sncceeded in alienating them from, their old 
Mends and masters. The motives of this class were entire- 
ly selfish and their inflnence wholly disorganizing and de- 
moralizing at a time when society, revolntionized by the 



<Sm the newspaperaoflluit period for tbfldemorftllEcd state ol labor. 
*i\ wag alleged that Rev. Mr. HnniiicDt, the most Inflimiitial "scala- 
wag" in the early Beooiutraotlou days, had been crael to Blavae before 
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events of the war and by emancipation, called for co-oper- 
ation and confidence in all claBsefi. 

Another daaa, nnmerically very smaU, was made ap 
of whites who had come to the State as agents of the 
Freedmen's Boreao, teachers or adventorers.' The mo- 
tives of almost all the teachers and of many of the Barean 
agents were onselfish ; yet their presence and the ideas most 
of them entertained in regard to the place of the n^ro dis- 
posed most of the blacks to become diasatiafied with their 
position 88 mere "free n^iroes.*' 
r Many of the teachers had come from the original abo^ 

\ lition homes of the Korth and were thoroughly indoctri- 
nated with the idea of the equality of all men. They 
called on the negroes and extended to them other social 
courtesies that shocked the wbitefl and enconraged the 
&«edmen to demand eqnal privileges from all the whites; 
bnt it is untrue that they favored "miscegenation" except 
in rare instances. Most of tihem were pnre and self-deny- 
ing women who looked npon their work as a call from Gk>d 
and regarded all hnman beings as entitled to equal rights 
before the law and in society. Yet, despite the best of in- 
tentions, the teachers by their radical ideas did mach to 
create and foster in the freedmen an aversion to taking np 
their old &miliar labor with the shovel and the hoe. They 
preferred to speonlate about their abstract rights rather 
than to avail themselves of the privileges actually before 
them.* 
_ The Freedmen's Gonrt, conaistiug of three judges, one 
representing the whites; the second, the blacks; the third, 
the nnlt«d States Government, did mudi to keep the ne- 
groes agitated and expectant. Many of these courts gave a 

'For bUMf al inOoenca of olerioal adventnrers and radical*, sae Whig, 
B«pt. 6. Sept. 12, taee, Feb. 4, Haj 11, 1S6T; Dblpatcb, Hay 18, lS67j Doca- 
mtotaiy History of Recooatniedoii (pasrim), edited by W. L. Fleming. 

■Abont this time the Degroes begau to talk a great deal at their deelre 
to be "treated ai a man and a brother." 
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ready ear to all tbe complaiste of the negroes, ho-wever 
irortMesB. On tbe informatioo of mere negro children, 
aged and respectable dtlzem were notified to appear before 
theee conrts to answer for the most trivial offenses. The 
records of theee courts show many surprising verdicts. 
The conrt at Lynchborf; ordered tbe defendant to pay a 
colored freed woman one dollar and fifty cents for "cross 
and myost oondnot."' It was reported by Gen. Fnllerton, 
who had been sent by President Johnson on a toar of in- 
spection thronghont the South, that In Virginia "these 
agents take the widest latitade in the exercise of their jadi- 
cial Amctions, trying qnestions involving title to real es- 
tate, contracts, crimes and even actions affecting the mar- 
ital relations. We witnessed the trial of a divorce case be- 
fore the snb-agent at OharlottesvUle. The trial occupied 
abont ten minntes and resnlCed in a decree of divorce. 
In many places where the agents are not men of capacity 
and integrity a very nnsatisfoctory condition of afiairs pre- 
vails. This originates in the arbitrary, nnneceesary and 
offensive interference of the agents of tbe Bnrean with the 
relation between planters and their hired freedmen, causing 
vexations delays in the prosecation of labor, and imposing 
expenses and costs in soito before themselves abont trivial 
matters. The effects produced by the actions of this class 
of agents is bitterness and antagonism between the whites 
and the freedmen and expectations on the part of the freed- 
men that can never be realized. "^ 

The Mends of the Bnrean strennonsly insisted that the 
Bnrean conrts were absolntoly necessary te secure anything 
like justice for the negroes; that the antagonism between 
tbe whites and the blacks was not the result of tbe presence 
of the Bureau agents; and that the disturbed state of socie- 
ty existed, not because of the Bureau, but io spite of it. 

fLynobbOTK Virginian, Jan. 2. 1866. 

*I^. 84^, HoDM Doooment Ho. lao, lit Sw. S9th Concron. 
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The olgect of the Bnreaa was to protect the intereefca 
of the colored people In the raiuis, in contracts and in 
every relatioD of life.* Donbtlees ib did accomplish its 
parpoee, in part, at least; yet the Boreaa had a tendency 
to prolong the period of transition from slavery to freedom 
by keeping the negroes in a state of excitement, since they 
looked upon the Barean as a visible donoustration of the 
power and purpose of the United Btates Government from 
which they had already received their freedom, aod frona 
which tbey were led by many agents of the Bareaa to be- 
lieve that they had not yet received half of the good things 

^Compare the mOd Fraedmen'ti Butmd Bill of HKroh 8, 1665, (p. 141, 
App. ConereBsloD'^ Globa, ISStr-lseS) , with the drutle Bareaa Bill of Jtily 
IS, ISee, (pp. S6&-36T, App. CongTseslonal Qloba, ISSS, 1S66). 

Negro refogeee flocked to the Cnlon army daring the var. Some of 
tbem were put to work on farts and fortiflcntlons, otben were eoncMi- 
tr&ted In compa and colouiee under nrmy offloeTB, osaally chaplains. Tbo 
Freedmen's Boreaa, with Oen, O. O, Howard aX Ito head, was pat in con- 
trol of oil D«Ki^}«a. The Barean was practically Independent of themlll- 
lory and civil goremmente in the South. 

"Its principal legal activities were relief work, edacation, regulation 
of labor, and the administration of justice." «- • • * "it regulated 
contracts, wages, hours, rations, clothing and quarters." " * * ■ In 
oil that related to labor the Bureaa was supreme. "The Bnreaa oooriB 
bad JurlBdictlon over all cases that arose between blacks or between 
blacks and whites." It "superyised the cItU courts, from which cases 
relating to negroes were often removed and the decisionB of which were 
set aside." * • » • 

'■The Income of the Bureau was derived from the sole of conflscatad 
Confeduvte and private property, from fees, rents, taxes, county funds, 
gifts from individuals and associations, and from appropriations by Con- 
gjiegg, • • • • Xn the great majority of the block communities there 
was, at the end of the war, no destitution and had the negroes stayed 
at home and worked there would have been little want, but the dlstribD- 
tion of rations caused them to crowd Into the towns, and much suffering 
and disease resulted. In the later years of the Boreaa rations were need 
simply as a means of organ I ring a block political party. The labor regu- 
lations were as a rule good in theory but absurd In practice. • • ■ • 
The education given the negro was not suited to his needs and the doc- 
trines of social and political equality taught in some of the schools 
aroused the opposition of the whites. The negroee as often as the whites 
were cheated and blackmailed by the agents of the Bureau." Jlletning, 
Doouments Relating to iUoonstruotloo. 
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in store for them. This feeling rendered many u^roes on- 
willing to labor. They preferred to do as little work as 
possible and to wait for tlie abasement of the whites and 
their own exaltation. 

The nmnber of white adTentnrera in Vii^nia from 
1866 to 1867 was not lai^. In &<!t, thiB class was never 
nnmeroQB in Ylrginia. From the close of the war to the 
passage of the Beconstmction Acte in Haroh, 1867, a con- 
siderable number of white people, it is impoeslble to de- 
termine how many, had come to Virginia in an nnof&cial 
capacity. Some of these had come to cast in their fortunes 
with the State and to aasist in its development. Others 
had come as mere adventurers hoping to profit by the pros- 
tration and the disorganization of society withont render- 
ing any equivalent. This last class foond the negroes the 
readiest road to influence and to wealth. They dissemi- 
nated amongst the credulous Uacka alluring reports of 
what was being done for them in the N'orth." 

The Union League, a secret society in the interest of 
the Bepublican party, was organized throughout the 3tate 
in 1866.^ Its purpose was to attach the n^roee firmly to 

ifrhe "aoalKwtgB" and "carpetbnggera" were not so Influential In 1866 
and 1806 as they were after the pasBBfce of the Reconstmctlon Acti In 
Harob, 18ff7. Tbe character and Inflnenoe of the "scalawagB" and "car- 
petbOBgen" are taltbf uU^ portrayed In Thomae Neleoii Page's novel, ' 'Red 
Ro«k." 

'It Is perhaps ImposBlble to determine when Leagnee were flrat organ- 
iied In Virginia. It was probabl; as early as 1865. The League was gen- 
erally orgBQiied throughont the State In the fall and nlnter of 186fi and 
the spring of 18OT. It was organized in Ohio In 1863. After the war the 
League favored negro snSrage and radical measnres In the Bonth. The 
Philadelphia Leagne Bent out more than 4,000,000 pamphlets in three 
yeoTB after the war. The pnblicationB of the League largely congisted in 
■tortea of ODtragee opon freedmen IntheSonth, It sent teachers to the 
Soatb and Btrove to promote the Intereste of the freedmen. The League 
was orlglnallf oomposed of whites. About the time the negroes were en- 
francbised by Congressional acts n^roes were admitted in large nom- 
ben. Tberenpon most of the whites withdrew leaving the control of the 
OTKnolsatlon to tbe "icalawags," "carpetbaggers" and the negro leader*. 
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tlie Bepnblican party and to the organizers of Uie Leagne. 
It waB made np of nc^^roee, "aoalawags" and "carpetbag- 
gera" It had a large niunber of offioeB to which the col- 
ored m^abers eagerly aspired. It held noctarnal meetlDgB 
in which the colored people were arged to "stand hy the 
Union," which they nnderstood as'meanlng to stand by the 
Bepablican party and to oppose the great mass of whites 
in the oommanity. The leaders of these meetings were 
the negro preachers, the '%oalaw^e" and an occasional 
"carpetbagger.'* The appointment of the Committee on 
Beoonstmction, the Congressional discassion of the Freed- 
men's Bureau Bill, the Civil Bights Bill and other matters 
tOQChing the Heroes gave an ever-qalekening interest in 
the political discoBBlona of the League.* 

At this time the colored clei^ became in a large de- 
gree the political leaders of their people.* They were sent 
as delegates to the nnmerous conventions called 1^ the 
n^roesor "scalawags."* They were the chief speakers on 
all oooasions. They wrote letters to the newspapers in the 
State and in the North, tu^ng their claiioB and declaring 
t^eir grievances. They wished negroes to be admitted to 

^VMjtMgro WEUi oonsidBred a member b^ vtrtne of his color. At the 
woekt^maetIiigaKeneTEtll7 held in negro churches uid school honsw inflam- 
nutory speeches promlsiiig conflscMitioa of property and sooisl equality 
weremiule by white and black leaders. Than big oalls the Leagues "oq^ 
mischief hatching concerns and nnlsances." Thle was the general opin- 
ion of the majority of the whites. 

^be facts above in regard to the object of the Iieagns, Its offloen and 
its methods ware obtalnsd from colored men who were members of tha 
Leagne. For Constitntlon and Ritual of the League, see tJnlon Leagn* 
]>ocimienta, edited by W. L. Fleming, Unlversit:^ ol West Virginia. 

ifFhe great body of the n^^oee were nnaUe to read the aewtpapers. 
They derived about all tbelr information from the pablic speakwi; moat 
of thsee orators were negro preachers. Bee Roffin, The Kegro as a Bodal 
and Folltloal Factor. 

*Id a convention of Freedmen at Alexandria, Ang. 2, 1B8S, the preacb- 
ars were preeent in great nombers. One of themsald: "llookon this 
oonvontlon as the brains of Virginia."— The Rapablic, Aug. 4, 1BB6. 
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the State TTniversity on the same terms as whites; they in- 
sisted on being called "Mister;" they soon declared that 
nothing short of absolnte equality with the whites in all 
things would satisfy them," The League, the negro 
preachers, and the "scalawags" had prepared the minds of 
tlie blacks for the Beconstmctioo Acts of 1867. After the 
passage of theee bills these adventurers seized control of 
the State for several years. 

The aforesaid disturbing forces and the undetermined 
status of the freedmeu kept the n^roes agitated, the labor 
supply uncertain, and labor contracts insecure. Coose- 
qaently the freedmen were dissatisfied and restless; indus- 
try was langnishing; vagrancy was prevalent^ colored chil- 
dren were unprovided for, many of the youUi of the land 
wen growing up io idleness and crime. 



CHAPTER T. 

The EvoLunoK of a System: of Hibed Ijjbob. 

The emancipation of the slaves broke np the old iudns- 
triee in a large part of Virginia. For more than two hun- 
dred years the people Id the oldest and most popnlous 
pvts of the State had been accustomed to slave labor with 
all its attendant circamstaoces and consequences. Many of 
the people had little or no knowledge of &ee labor and how 
to deal with it They had little hope that their tormer 

*A ooDTeatloD composed of 160 negroes mad 60 whiUe met In Rlch- 
mond April 17, 1887. One of the resolntionE of tbis convention made 
great promJs«a to poor laboring white men, In order to win thrir rapport 
agalnat the "rapaolons and arrogant" as they Btfled the whites of the 
8t»t«. F. 76B, American Apnoal Cyolopndia, 1367. 
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slaves would serve them faithfully or efBcientl; for wages. 
It has already beeu shown how the negroeB, excited and 
[^[itated by tJielr andden liberty, were leaving the old plan- 
tation. 

The Freedmen'8 Bnrean, in &e spring and snmmer of 
1866, was being organized thronghont the State to look af- 
ter the interests of the colored people. Federal soldiers 
were posted at all the prominent points in the State.* It 
was an additional sonrce of weakness and embarrassment 
that the State government at Bichmond bad fallen with the 
Conff^eracy in the spring of 3865. The "restored govern- 
ment" of Viiginia at Alexandria and later at ^Richmond 
was witbont much respect or popular sapport. The 
county governments were therefore unable to take vigorous 
measures either in punishing vagrancy and crime or in re- 
organizing the community. All initiative in restoring 
society to its normal estate was discouraged if not positive- 
ly prohibited. The white people were kept in suspense in 
r^ard to the future policy of the Fedwal Government 
The Civil Bights Bill and XegrO Suffrage were beginning to 
be discussed by some of the leaders of Northern public 
opinion. 

The outlook was gloomy. Something had to be done 
at once, or famine would soon stalk through the land. 
The planting season was tar advanced in Yiiginia when 
hostilities closed in the spring of 1S66. Light crops were 
planted, but it seemed that it was going to be impossible to 
havA them cnltivated or harvested for lack of laborers la 
many parts of the State where the negroes were the chief 
farm hands. 

Many of the planters at once agreed to give the negroes 
board and a share in the crops that they had already helped 
to plant, on the condition that they continue on the farms 
and assist in cultivating and harvesting them. Not a few 
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freedmen accepted these terms. This plan seems to have 
met the approbation of the most prudent of the military 
commanders, and ordera were iasaed from time to time 
arging the planters to adopt Bucb a policy and the negroes 
to accept such terms. The negroes acceptiog these terms 
left tbeir old masters and homes about the middle of the 
winter of 1865-66, when they had received their share of 
the crop, which they generally felt was too small. 

The fEtrmeis of Virginia feared that the n^roes as 
freedmen conid never be indnced to become faithfnl and 
regular laborers. In 1866 it seemed that a lai^ nnmber, if 
not nearly all of them, would soon become worOiless and 
possibly as turbulent as the iree negroes of the West Indies. 
In reality, emancipation was attended by less permanent 
idleness and disorganization of labor than was expected, 
because the discipline and habits of labor which slavery 
had taught the negro came to his relief when he later 
found that he had to work or starve. The climatic condi- 
tions of Virginia rendered it impossible for thorn to become 
permanent idlers and live as they conld, and probably 
would have lived had they been &vored by a tropical 
climate and easy conditions of life such as Hayti affords. 
However that may be, when the alternative of work or 
starvation was squarely presented, most of them chose 
work.^ 

Perhaps it is easy to ezf^erate the actual disoi^niza- 
tion of labor that really did take place in 1865. The 
strangeness of the sitoatlon demoralized the whites quite 
as much as the blacks. As has already been said, the 
planters in a large part of the State were Tin&miliar with 
tree common labor, its dignity and its employment.^ At 
the same time the late slaves had much to learn of their 



■It wu the opinion of Col. O. Brown and other BnrsBD •gmts Ihat 
thi* nnfMuUtorlty with fre* iBbor (reatl; IncrMMod tbe dlfflcoltlaa of 
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tme poBition, tiieir rights and datiee as free laborers. 
These conditions rendered the solntion of tbe problems of 
1866-66 stilt more difficult. 

So despondent were many in r^;ard to the n^ro as a 
free laborer that they thonght it would be necesBary to call in 
white laborers to take his place. Wbite immigraiits were 
eamestty sought; immigration societies were formed 
throaghont the State; nnmerons enterprises eDCOoragiog 
white immigration were chartered by the L^islatnre dnring 
the session of 1865-66;* a State Commissioner of Immigra- 
tion was appointed. It was openly avowed that it was 
their pnrpoee to indace white men to come to Virginia 
from England, Scotland, Germany, Poland or any other 
European coontry to take the place of the colored laborers. 
This was not tlirongh any hostility to the negro as a man 
or as a laborer, for the Virginians have always preferred 
the colored laborer to any other; bnt it arose from a belief 
that the freedman conld not be induced to work. In the 
State Farmers' Convention held in Richmond in November, 
1866, to discuss the labor sitnation, it was declared t^t it 
was "impracticable to depend on the present labor sap- 
ply;" that white labor was cheaper at ^igh wages than 
colored labor at lower we^^. Still it was felt by the Con- 
vention that the number of whites that conld be induced to 
come to Virginia would be very inadequate to the demand." 



•manolpation. 6e»CoI. Brown's report In L;nohbnrg VirglnlaD, Jan. 2 

isfte. 

For opinion of the treedmen as frae laborers, sea Whig, Jan. S, 1866; 
Jan. 10, 1806; Feb. 19, 1866; Apiil 16, 1866; Sept. 11, 1866; Bnqnlrer, Nov. 
1,1666; THov.2, 1B6S', Not. G, 1866; Not. 17.1365; JnneaS,1866; Dispat«b, 
Jul; 8,1867. OeaersI Howard aipreeaes confidence that the negro tre« 
laborer will be successful and insists that tlie right of nogrom to rant or 
bay land fdiaU be guaranteed to them. He abo thinks th&t Joint stock 
oompanlee to help poor bla^s should be formed. Bnqalrer, Deo. 93, 1866. 

»Acts 1866-66, pp. 3B4-2S6, 287, 288, 380, 390, 208, HBO-SOS. RichmoQil 
Times, Aug. 8, 186S; Whig, Mot. B, 1868; Bnqnlrer, Jnlf 11, 1866, 

"Lynchburg Virginian, Not. 94, 1866. 
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The nnmber of white immigraate to Virginia dnring the 
period from 1866 to 186? iras inconsiderable. Moat of 
those vho did oome to the State did not come as laborers 
bat rather as capitalists or "carpetbaggers." It vae dear 
to most people from the fiist that the negroes vould in a 
large part of the Utate continue to be the chief laborers for 
many years and that some plan of ntilizing their labor had 
to be devised. 

Yariona plane were, dnring the snmmer of 1865, pro- 
posed by the whites for the employment of the negroes. 
The Freedmen's Bnrean bad declined to fix a wage, bat 
thoaght it best to leave the rate of wages to the law of sap- 
ply and demand.* The aim of the Bnreaa was simply to 
secnie freedom of contiactfor the freedmea and to enforce 
the contracts when made. 

One attempted solnlioa of this qaesUoa was for the 
formers to hold eoaaty or district meetings to determine 
the rate of w^es they wonld pay Qie negroea. These 
meetings were held in many of the cotmties where the 
negroes were nameroos. The wage agreed apon was nsa- 
ally ^.00 per month and board for able-bodied men, and 
t3.00 pra month and board for women and boys.'' The 
fanners, in some instances, agreed in these connty meetings 
not to employ n^roes at any price unless they were able 
to famish testimonials or recommendations from their last 
employer, which practically meant that a negro conld not 
find employment nnlees he had the endorsement of his 
former owner.* 

iGon. HowMd'B roport, p. tM4, HcsMgee and DootunoDta ol U. 8. Qot- 
•mment, iaflB-«T. 

iRichmond Tlmea, Jan* L6, 1865, June 30, 1S6&; Col. O. Brown'B re. 
port, LynchbiiTK Vtrgflnlan. JkD. 2, 1866. Fp. 61T, 906, Globe, 1866-66, 
glTM an account ol a meettnic of HsDover coantT fftrmgrs. QaDaral 
Youuk'b report, p. 1158, serial No. «7, OffioiaJ Reoora« o( the War of the 
RabemoD. also Carl Scbora'a opinioD. p. 1806; Qlobe, 1865-66; The Kepab- 
11q, May 19, 1865, Jane 3, 1S6S; Whig. Sept. 18, 1866. 

■dee RichmoDd Tlmea, Jane 30, 1B6G, (or account of lach a meeting 
and reeolntjons in Dinwiddle oonnty. CoL Brown'i Mport, LjnobbarK 
Vlrgliilui, Jan. 2, 1866. 
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Small 86 these wages seem, it does not appear tliat 
they were unsatisfactory to the negroes in some of the 
conntiea where they had been agreed npon. Indeed in 
aome parte of the State the freedmen were glad enon^ to 
work for their board, at this time.* In other connties the 
demand for colored laborers was rather active at $12.00 per 
month." 

Jnly 24, 1865, the Franklin connty formers in a meet- 
ing declared: "Whilst we recognize the propriety and 
necessity of giving employment to the negroes and of en- 
conraging theni to industry and good condnot by fiur and 
reasoDable rewards for their labor, still, in consequence of 
the many difficnlties snrronnding the subject, we deem it 
wholly impracticable at this time to fix any regular stand- 
ard of wages for labor — each case mast necessarily be gov- 
erned by the oircnmstanoes attendiog it, and in the present 
unsettled and prostrated condition of the finances and busi- 
ness of the country, laborers mnst be content with moderate 
wages or go without employment."* 

The small wage fund and the uncertainty of the times 
In many parte of Tii^uia in 1864 and 1866 undoubtedly 
rendered Uberal wages impossible. Col. Brown, Assistant 
Oommlasioner of the Freedmen's Bnrean in Yirginia, said 
on this subject: "Stripped to a great exteut of ready 
resources by the operations of the war they were unable to 
allow those people (the n^roes) their just doe, much less 
ohariteble assistance."^ Elsewhere he explained the low 

^Biobmond TlmM, Jnne ST, 186B, laM mch was ths ■»■• In Oraag*, 
Cnlpeper Mid Faoqalsr countlM. See Vvjiaa'a Hl>tor7 of Aocuat* 
Connty, p. 8*0. 

In the VkU«7 oonntlei the demuid for Uboren at, tl2 pw month u 
fum haodt exceeded the supply. Bon«e Doonment No. 130, 1st Bes. SOth 
CongTcei. 

•LynchbnrB Virginiui, Jnly 34, 1860. Bee Whig, Aug. IS, 1B6S, for 
Booonnt o( such meetings. 

TLynohlHiTg VlTf^tao, Jan. 3, 18W| Afr'°^''^- I^'po'^ IBetMS, 
pp. 1S6-1M. 
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irages prevailing in Virginia as the result of an excesBlve 
sappl; of laborers with a small demand. He snggeeted a» 
the only solntion, th« emigration of at least 60,000 negroes 
from the State. ^ It is asserted tiiat the wages paid dd- 
sMlled white and black laborers were practically the same 
at that time and the low wage paid the negroes was in no 
sense an effort to wrong them or to discriminate against 
them. Nevertheless it was generally felt by the negroes 
and by the Federal officers that the purpose of these 
county meetings was inimical to the interests of the colored 
laborera The military officers generally disapproved the 
proceedings of these former meetings on the gronnd that 
"the citizens will not be permitted to band themsdves 
ti^ether for the porpoee of agreeing on any certain remon- 
eration for the lalxn- of the freedmen, that being in the 
hands of the Freedmen's Bnrean — the officers of which 
alone wiU decide in these matters."* It has already been 
mentioned that the Barean always declined to flz a wage, 
bat strove to secnre for the contracting negro sntsh wages 
as "snpply and demand would insure." 

In one county at least a meeting of formers, besides 
fixing the wage at (6.00 per month, resolved that no land 
shonld be rented to n^roea." These meetings and resoln- 
tions of the planters were regarded by many friends of the 
negroes as efforts to keep the colored people a landless and 
moneyless class whose condition was, in reality, worse than 
the old form of chattel slavery from which they had just 
emerged, while it secured to the whites the benefits of 
slavery without its inconveniences. It is doubtless tme 
that a considerable number of people had conscionsly or 

>Col. O. Brown's report for 1866, printad In Lyn^burg Viiiciniui, 
Jui. 2,lS«e 

^DUtiiot Cotnmsndw'B General Order printed in Ljnchtrarg; Tlr^- 
ian, Jnlr 37, 1866. 

°Bach wag the cam In Amhent County. Rlehtnond Timw, Jnne 16, 
ISeSi CoL Brown'i report, Ljochbnrg Virsinlui, Jul. S, 1806. 
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iiQfionBoioiuilj BDch an object in view. Many of bhe people 
felt that the negro was hopelessly serrile by nature; that 
all efforts to elevate him mast prove fatile. Eiit«rtaitiuig 
SQch opinions, they were ready to assent to a system of 
vagaa that would keep him in the place in society to 
which he was, in their opinion, salted. Tet almost all 
people frankly and ftally accepted the onconditional 
abolition of slavery and wished to devise some system of 
labor and -contract that wonld secnre the rights of both 
whit«B and blacks. Some of the newspapers condemned 
■ the efforts of the planters to fix wages at tS.OO per month, 
declaring that Bach wages were not sufficient to support 
the laborers.' 

Xotwithstanding the idleness and vagrancy of the 
negroes during the years 1866 and 1866 it was hoped by 
many that they voald settle down to something like tliedr 
old indastry when the novelty of their condition wore off 
and they found themselves &oe to face with the stern reali- 
ties a free man most meet and conquer, or perish. How to 
put the negroes to work in this transitional period and 
thus prevent a great scarcity of food, if not a famine, was 
the question that had to be solved. 

Many things disinclined the negroes eamestly to go to 
work on the farms at their old occnpatibna. In the minds 
of most of them freedom and idleness were synonymous. 
Labor was a badge of servitude. If they most work, Cbey 
did not wish to resume their old forms of agricultural 
labor; they preferred light and transient jobs about the 
towns, and in this way eked out a wretched support.' 

The army ofBcera s^tioned in Virginia during this 
period uniformly strove to impress the colored people with 
the true natare of freedom, and informed them that it 



. iFor idleneM of ii«gTO«a «Dd thrir tevtnioti tQ ((wm labor, 
pspan of ISeS-SS- 
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wonld be necesHiuy for them to work aa hard, if not harder, 
than vhen they vere alavefl. Bepeatedly these ofBeers 
iasned orders urging them to fiad work where they were 
Deeded and not to hope vain things from freedom. They 
were urged to go to work on the "abandoned" lands then 
in the handBOf the officers of the Federal OoTemment.* 
On the peninsula between Fortress Monroe and Williams- 
\yax%, it is said, aizteen thoasand negroes were occupying 
laodB that the TTnited States Government had seized/ At 
Torious points throughoat the State county farms were 
estatdished for them where they were furnished food until 
tbey could raise a crop. Some of the army officers sug- 
geeted that the army mules should be loaned or giren to 
tlie negroes to enable them to go to work and support 
themselves. 

These attempts in 1865 and 1866 to find homes and 
employment on the "confiscated" land were frustrated by 
the gradual restoration of these lands to their former own- 
ers. While they were in possession of these lands the 
fireedmen were not very snocessfoL The uncertainty of 
their tenure conduced to the failure of these settlements. 
The offloere oT the government divided some of these con- 
fiscated lands, of which the titles had been perfected by 
judical prooees, into small lots of ten acres .or less and sold 
them to freedmen on easy terms. But all these efforts to 

>B«e tha following relerancas In regard to the plans al the wrnxy ofD- 
c«rs to pat the negroes to work and to settle them on the abandoned 
lands: Gen. Howard's report, p. 644. Uewagee and Doouments of the U. 
B. GoTerament, lH6e-6Ti Qen. BaJleck thought the 100,000 negroea nnder 
the direction of the Federal Uoremment in Virginia ihanld l>e given the 
nee of oondemned anlmaloto ralss crops, p. 1138, serial 97, Official Records 
of War of aebelllon ; Gen. McKlbbln's report, p. IIGS, serial 97, Offldal 
Records of War of Rebellion; Qen. HartsatTe Order, pp. 983'HBS, 11S6, 
Offloial Rooords of War of Rabellion, serial 07; Meesagee and Documents 
of U. S. QoTM-nment, 1S68-69, pp. eoe-e09; MesNkges and Documents of D. 
S. GoTernment, 1866-67, p. 668; Gen. HallKsk, 1396, 1006, serial 97, OfBolal 
Baoords of War of Bebelllon; Charlottwville Chronicle, Feb. 38, 1887. 

V. 666, Globe, 1S60-M. Tha ntunber was probablj not w graat. 



oyGoo'^lc 



38 Negroa and TTi«ir Ireafmen n Virginia, I86S-9? 

secore homeB for the negroes reached oaly a very small 
namber of the hnndradB of thonsaods of reatleBS and nnem- 
plo;«d colored people of the State. 

There was a more or leBB well defined hope in the 
bOBom of all the negroes that there were other and better 
things to come to them. Abont Cbristmaa each year the 
report was apread abroad amongst the crednlons colored 
people that they were soon to be given the farms of their 
former masters.' This expectation was strong during the 
antomn and early winter of 1865. Very naturally these 
expectant landlords did not wish to enter into any perma- 
nent contract as laborers. 

The great body of the negroes in Virginia was engaged 
in the cultivation of tobacco. This crop reqnires r^olar 
and carefol attention &om the time it is planted nntU it is 
ready fbr the warehouse, a period of from ten to twelve 

»P. 78, App. Globe, IBBfrfle. 

"Reports bftving bean ractived at tbaae baadqnarterB that the freed- 
men In some puts of the Btete refnae to enter Into just and reasoiuible 
oontrMts for Ubor, on account of the belief that the United Btatee gov- 
emment tUI diatribate lands among them, Baperlntendenta and agents 
of thla bnrean will take the earliert opportunity to explain to the treed- 
men that no lands will be given them b; the government ; that the goTem- 
ment ha* bnt a very email qnanUty of land in the State— only enongb 
to provide homes for a few families, and that this can only be secored by 
purchase or lease. They will also explain to them the advaolages of at 
onoe entering Into contracts for labor for the comlag year, and that the 
system of oontracts Is in no way connected with slavery, but is the sys- 
tem adopted by free laborers everywhere. It is believed that the renting 
of smaU tracts of land by the farmer to his laborers would be mutnally 
benefloial. The laborer's interest in his crops and improvements woald 
attach him to the plantation, counteract any temptation to break his 
contract, and by f nriiiebing employment for the more dependent mem- 
bers of falB family, increase their contentment and their comf orte. 

"The plan of renting lands on shares to the freedmen has been sno- 
oesef ally tried in some parts of the State, and Is believed to be worthy of 
a more extended trial. Bnpertntendenta will connsel with and assist 
both parties in making either of the above arrangements." Inetractlons 
to agents in Virginia, issned Sept. 19, 1886, by Col. O. Brown, Assistant 
Commissioner of Preedmen's Bnrean, printed In Doomnonts Relating to 
Beoonstmction, edited by W. L. Fleming, nniverritj West Virginia. 
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months. Through spriiig, Bommer, and aatniim it must 
have clail; care. Probably no other great agricnltnral 
product in the United States re(inir«a ancb aesidnoos care 
for so long a period. "So planter therefore could ventare 
to plant a tobacco crop nnless there waa a strong probabili- 
ty that his laborers would remain with him through the 
year. The labor supply was very unsatis^tory dnrisg the 
season of 1866, and promised to be so for 1866, owing to 
the disinclination of the negroes to form long oontraots or 
to respect them when formed. The issue of rations by the 
Freedmen'a Bureau to the n^roee made it possible for 
many of them to live in idleness and was a standing invita- 
tion to them to flock to various agencies and to find sup- 
port without work, while waiting for the good the ftitore 
was to bring. 

With these difflcolties confronting them the people set 
to work to develop a contract system of labor that would 
be Mr to alL The attempt on the part of certain counties 
to fix a general iat» of wages was a foilore both from its 
inherent weakness and from tlie oppo«tion of the Federal 
anthorities. Dniing the summer of 1865 various plans 
were proposed and to some extent pot into operation. 
One of these plans was to fornish the negroes cabins, some 
land for a garden and for a small crop, with the nnder- 
standing that the n^roes were to work at a stipulated 
wage for the owner of the land when their services were 
needed. This system proved fairly satifactory to both the 
whites and the blacks. There continued, however, to be 
considerable complaint on the part of the whites that the 
labor was not reliable and that the negroes did not respect 
the obligation of their contracts.* 

The number of negroes cultivating rented &rms on 
their own acooont was not large during the years 1865-67. 

*7oT form of ooQtrkct with freadmen, lee Whig, Dae. 2S, 1866. For 
TloUtloD of ooDtract. Wblg. KoT. 8, lSfl6. ComplalntB of vioUt«4M>n- 
« In the DBw«papen of that tlm*. 
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For this tbere were several oanses. The chief of these vas 
that the n^^roee had not sufficient capital to ftiralsh them- 
selves witti food while making the crop, even if the land 
owner ftumished the land, the tools and the work stock. 
In moet oaaee it was neoeesary for the landlord not only to 
famish land, stock and tools but also to advance a snffi- 
cient som in cash or credit to bay food for the negro and 
bis fomily vhile making the crop. This Involved a consid- 
erable ontlay of money as weU as considerable risk as the 
n^l^roes did not prove highly saocessful farmers and were 
nsaally dissatiafied with the settlement of the acconnt at 
the end of the year. Another explanation of the compara- 
tively small nnOiber of renters is that the whites felt that 
negro labor without the direction and guidance of white 
men wonld be a failnre. ' It has already been mentioned 
thai, in one coanty of the State it was resolved not to rent 
land to negroes.^ Snch a feeling, however, was never very 
general, and where it did exist it arose chiefly from the 
considerations just mentioned and not from any desire to 
oppress the negroes. There was no effort by lav 6r general 
pnblic opinion to prevent the fi'eedmen fi*om renting or 
owning land, thoogb some few people thought it best not to 
rent them land. 

Free negroes were allowed to own land before the war. 
At the dose of the war, in 1866, a considerable nomber of 
negroes in Ylifi;inia had bought real estate.^ They were 
very anxious to own luid, since they thought that owner- 
ship of the soil was an indisputable mark of f^-eedom. The 
nnmber baying land in the three years immediately follow- 

^OT reuona why f nrmarB prefar to hire negroM mther thkii rout 
tb«iii land, see Bmoe, FluiMtion Negro as a Freeman, p. 312 et Mq. 

■lAmbeTet County Reeolationi, Richmond Tlmee, Jane IB, 1869. The 
Enqnirer (editorial) ingKeatB that the treedmen might become flxtnrae 
on the plantatfoni. Thia 1b BOgKeated ai a solution of the vexed labor 
qaestloB. 

'CoL O. Brown's Report, Lruohborg Virginian, Jan. 3, ISW. 
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ing iha var was many times lai^r than for any three 
years since 1868. It does not appear that any negro ex- 
perienced any difficulty in buying real estate either in the 
ooQDtry or in the city if he had snfficient meauB to do so. 

Neither the whites nor the negroes fonnd it entirely 
Batififactory for the negroes to attempt to rent land and 
£um on their own acconnt. By the close of 1866 the pre- 
vailing opinion amongst the ^mers of the State was in- 
clined to fiiTor the wage system instead of renting the land 
to the freedmen. Bepresentative planters declared the 
reenlta of renting was anything bnt satisfactory. "The 
stock loaned was greatly depreciated in value and not 
enough was made to remnnerate the land owner for ad- 
TOnces. The n^^oes as tenants are worttileBS."" 

A few planters took a little more hopeful view of their 
colored tenants. By this time the negroes as a race had 
demonstrated their incapacity for independent enterprise 
and the direction of their own labor; yet many of them who 
were especially endowed by nature or had enjoyed superior 
advantages in slavery were successful and respected men of 
bnaineas. 

A wage system was being developed during the years 
186fi and 1866. It is difficult to determine what was the 
average rate of wages actually paid freedmen in the sum- 
mer and fall of 1866. The oonditioua prevailing in differ- 
ent counties were unlike. In some counties the supply of 
labor was so abundant and the demand for it so small that 
the negroee conld be hired for their board and quarters. 
Such was the case in Orange county. In other counties 
where the demand was active and the nnmber of laborers 
oompatatively small, negro men were eagerly paid twelve 
dollars per month, the supply not being equal to the 
demand at that price. This was the case in the Valley 

°Bm lattar at iinjo Caball Im Lynohburg Vlrgiiiiaii, Jan. IS, 1S6T; Qen, 
Howttrd'i Report, p. 66S, HMMgea wid Documanta of tha tJ. B. QoT«m- 
DMDt, 1M7-68. 
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eonntles. In addition to thin money payment tbey reoeired 
foarteeti ponnds of bacon, "bone not coonted," and one 
boBbel of meal per month, which was sapposed to be enffi- 
dent to feed a laboring man. In many casefi the wagee 
were mach lowur than ten dollars per month. The wages 
paid for unskilled agricnltnral labor did not often exceed 
this amoant. The ofScers of the Freedmea's Bureau eeem 
to have regarded these wages as high ae the agrionltnral 
condition jnatified. 

The wage paid in 1866 was higher than that of 1886, 
The demand for labor was greater, and the Bomber of 
laborers was apparently smaller than in the year befbre. 
The fronts of the Freedmeo's Borean collected statistics in 
1866 that showed a marked diminntion of the number of 
negroes in Virginia. One of the Biohmond papers deplored 
the Gnct that better wages were drawing off the colored 
laborers to ihe Sontbem states or to the North while few 
whites were coming in to take their places.^ Probably the 
emigration of the negroes in 1866 was not nearly so lai^ 
as it was estimated, but the alarm caused by a possible 
scarcity of laborers and an increased labor demand arising 
&om reviving industry caosed an advance in wages. 

Gen. Howard declared that the low wages prevailing 
in Virginia were the effect of sapply and demand; yet be 
thinks that the whites were in many instances an&ir to 
the negroes.^ The Freedmeo's Borean officers and the 
military officers repeatedly declared that business was pros- 
trated, that capital had vanished, and that labor ooold be 
employed only at very low wages. The wage paid in 1866 
was not mnoh, if any, less than the wage of 1867. For the 
year 1867 the rep.irt of the Department of Agriooltore 
gives a table showing the wages in Vi^nia in 1860 and in 
1867. The average annoal wage for a negro man in 1860 

>F. 78B, American Anniul Cyclopiedla, 1606. 

■P. en, HewBgeiuidDooumeDtBof then. B. QoTenunant, 18aft-CT; p. 

IS, App.Qiobe, isss-ea. 
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was (105; in 1867, 9102; for a woman in 1860, HG; in 1667, 
$43; for a yonth in 1860, $39; in 1867, $46. In the pre- 
ceding table of wafres x>er annum, rations and clothing are 
iodaded irith the money of 1860, rations without oloUiing 
in 1S67. The ulothing comprised tws suits of sammer 
clothes, two pairs of shoes or one pair of boota, and some- 
times a pair of blankets.' 

A comparison of the wages of 1860 with those of 1867 
shows that the labor of a free negro in 1867 was not as well 
paid as was the labor of a slave in i860. The service of a 
slave was andoabtedly worth more than that of an excited 
and restless freedman, who was, according to all testimony, 
mnoh lees et&cieat as a freedman than as a slave. It is 
proper to mentioD tbat wages in Yirginia were lower than 
in any other of the seceding states except South Oarolioa. 
The feverish ezcitement in cotton planting in 1866 was 
reepoDsible for the mach higher rate of wages prevaihng in 
most of the cotton states. 

The wages paid freedmen in Virginia during this 
period were severely criticized by the Mends of the negroes 
ontside of the State. The Secretur of the Treasury, Mr. 
Fflssenden, had, July 29, 1864, fixed a scale of wages as 
follows: From eighteen to foriy years of age, males, $25.00 
per month; femalee, $18.00. From fonrteen to eighteen 
and from forty to fifty-five, males, $20.00; females, $14.00. 
Over fifty-five and from twelve to fourteen, males, $16.00 
per month; femalee, $10.00. The wages were not for 
skilled labor alone, bat for all able-bodied colored persona* 

The proposal of saoh a scale of wages disinclined the 
n^roes to take work at the wages cnrrent in the Stat«. A 
feeling grew amongst them that they were entitled to three 
or four times as mnch as they were getting for their work. 
In the "Honnicntt Convention," assembled at Richmond in 

*F. as, A""""' Report of tha Department of Agrlcnltnre, 18S7. 
*P. 888, Amarlokn AbhiuI Crelopcedin, ISOt. 
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April, 1867, there irere aboat two handred aod fifly dele- 
gates, of whom aboat fifty were whites. In this oodtbd- 
Hon there was much t&lk of "conflscatioD" and it was de- 
clared that wages were entirely too low. The speeches Id 
this conveotioii show that it was thoaght that about forty 
dollars per month was the right figare for ordinary &rm 
labor.' 

The different attempts to settle the labor qTiestion had 
in the spring of 1867 proved only partially socceasfdl. The 
wage system was winning its way. The oegroes wece dis- 
satifified with the onrrent rate of wa^es and the to-ms of 
employment. Their friends ootside of the State and their 
"scalawag" leaders in the State were encouraging them to 
demand higher wages than have ever been paid to unskilled 
fiurm labor, white or black, in the history of Vit^inia. 



OHAPTEB VI. 

YunRAsaY iiTD yi.asiJ)cr Li.'wb. 

The efforts to Indace the negroes to take np the forms 
of labor for which there was a demand and for which they 
bad been trained were not entirely sncceesfol. They 
eidier declined -to enter into contracts fbr labor or ignored 
them when formed. Many pilfered from the kitchens of 
the white employers of their friends or lired on the rations 
drawn from the Federal Gorernment. As late as Septem- 
ber, 1865, t^e Barean issaed to freedmen in Tiiyinia in 
one month 275,887 rations. In December, 1866, 12,068 
negroes were receiviag daily rations; about 16,000 were 

•ClMriottMvllla ChronlcU, AprU ao, 1887. 
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dally fed through the winter. ' They sometimeB adopted 
bolder taetios, gathered into crowds in remote parte of the 
ooDDtlee, killed the hogs, sheep and cattle of the white 
farmerB andplondered their orchards and fields. In Meclt- 
lenbnrg Oonnty, in Angnst, 1865, "the n^roes congregated 
at one or two points, killed the poultry, sheep and hoga 
and devastated the cornfields and melon patches of tlie 
fiumers."^ The moat common theme of the editorialB of 
the State press daring tlie summer and &11 of 1865 was the 
idleness and v^ranoy of the freedmen. 

How to deal with the vagrancy and petty thieving of 
the n^TOes was one of the most aerions qaefltione of that 
time. The Richmond Times, Jnne 21, 1865, says: "If 
severe penal legislation shall become neceeaary to prevent 
the free negro from becoming a vagabond and idle thief, 
the Legislatare will provide the remedy.'* Many news- 
paper correspondents were of the opinion that some system 
of <*force" was necessary to break up vagrancy amongst 
the freedmen. The Lynchbnrg Virginian, Jane 12, 1866, 
said: "Large nnmbers have deserted the plantations and 
seek to congregate in the cities, so that the most stringent 
police regulations may be necessary to keep them from 
overburdening the towns and depleting the agricnltnral 
T^ons of labor. The military authorities seem to be alive 
to this ikct and are taking measaree to correct the evil. 
Bnt the civil authorities also should be folly empowered to 
protect the community from this new imposition. The 
magistrates and mtmicipal officers everywhere shonld be 
permitted to hold a rod in terrorem over theee wandering, 
idle creatures. Nothing short of the most efficient police 
system will prevent strolling, vt^rancy, theft, and the 
otter destmetion of or serious injury to oar industrial eys- 

«P.n.App. Olobe, 1865-66. Hnsagea and Docameiits of tbsTJ. B. 
ODTVnuiMnt, lMft47, p 6fiL, 873. P. 878, American Annaal O;oloptedla, 
1865. 

'Btebmond TlmM. Aug. 16, 186S. 
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tem." ^ov. i, 1866, the aatne paper said: "Tltra«foreto 
pierent tiie inflnz of this population to our tomts attd dtiefi 
the L^iislatnre will be obllfjed to paes laws of Bweepuig 
chamcter. A Bystem of registratioo moBt be adopted and 
the Tagrant laws must be revived and rigidly enforced. 
Apprenticeship, to prevent yooDg negroes from groiring np 
In idlenefis and vagrancy, shonld be a settled policy, to be 
regulated npon some system of jnstioe and Mr dealii^ 
between both parties. The penalty of vf^raney shonld be 
virtnat Bervitode and apprenticeebip to labor of some kind 
lor a limited period, for only by some snch means as these 
will we be able to make this cJiaracter of labor available.'" 

In September, 1865, the Lynchbnig Virginian, in an 
editorial, says: "Already meaanres are being taken to 
compel the newly freed man to labor, and we hope, little 
confidence as we have in the iDcIioation of the negro to 
labor without the application of some kind of force, that a 
system will be adopted to snpply the lack of labor that is 
now experienced." 

In September, 1865, the ^^nt of the American Bible 
Society, in compliance with Govemor Pierponf s reqnest, 
after visiting Peteisbni^, Farmville, Lynchbnrg, Bedford 
City and the conntiy sarronndiDg these cities, says, in re- 
gard to the negro: "The number of able-bodied men is 
small; in respect to labor a goodly number of the able- 
bodied are indnstrions and doing well for themselves and 
fomilies; numbers must perish unless aided by charity — 
some estimates make one-half, some one-third, some a very 
few as dependent on charity; some negroes everywhere 
feel that they have no responsibility in caring for their 
wives or cMldren or their own personal wants and live to 
some extent on what does not belong to them."° 

«DaUT I 
negro wtllb 
wJUBTiae. 
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In denial of all these charges Senator Smnner read In 
the United States Senate the following letter "from a gov- 
ernment offtoer of Vli^nia:" "With regard to the freed- 
men there is every disposition on their part to make them 
odions. They constantly talk of insurrection, insnbordina- 
tion, thieving, idleness and every species of crime and vice, 
all of which I aesnre is entirely false, for all cases of thiev- 
ing certainly, I am sorry to say, are done by whites."" 

It is sorprising to read that "a government of&cer of 
Tii^nia" ever reported tbat "aU cases of thieving are 
done hy whites;" yet so excited and crednlons were the 
partisans of the negro that such sweeping statements were 
solemnly read in the United Statee Senate by sneb senators 
as Somner, "Wilson, and others of almost eqoal intelligence. 

On the other hand the wildest reports of the licentions- 
neSB, vagabondage and starvation of the fireedmen were 
believed. Senator Doolittle, in a speech at Xew Haven, 
Connecticnt, in 1865, declared that at least one million 
negroes bad perished from 1860 to 1866; he did not donbt 
that the census for 1870 wonld ahow that at least two-fifths 
of tbe negroes had perished from disease, starvation and 
vice,' A writer in Blackn:ood's Magazine declared in 
1866 that almost one-half of the negroes in the United 
States had perished in the last six years.^ In some places 
in the Boath the mortality was thirty per cent, of tbe sick.* 
Some thonght the negroes as freemen wonld disappear as 
the Indians and bnffaloes were disappearing. Many were 
alarmed at the drnnkeuness prevailing amongst all classes 
and sexes of the colored people.* 

op. es, Qlobe, 1S6S.«8. 

ip. 810, Amerioau Anniul Crclopradia, 1S6G. 

■Blukwood'a Haguine, Hay, 186S, p. 582. 

>P, 376, American Ammal Cyolopradift, 1866. 

•Richmond Times. Jnly S, I8S6. 

Hr. Dawson'B Bpeecta, Conn-ewional Qlob«, 1666-1600. p. 642. 

Tor TagraocT and mortaUty of the negroes, see Bngnirer, Nor. 16, 
186G, March 21, Bept. 18. 1866, April 18, ISOT; Wbic, Deo. 1, 1806, Oct. 3, 
Not. 9, 1866; RepaUio, Aug. 10, 1865. 
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It is now well knoWD that the oegro did not suffer so 
aeverely from idleness, dissipation and disease as was be- 
liev«d to be the case at that time; nevertheless he snffered 
much. 

The army officers were alarmed at the prevalence of 
vagrancy daring the year 1865, In an order of June 1, 
1865, General Gr^g, stationed at Lynchbnrg, says: "No 
freedman can be allowed to live in idleness when he can 
obtain any description of work. Shonld be refose to work 
he will be treated as a vagabond. ' ' Jnne 2, 1866, he ifeaed 
the following order: "Able-bodied men will be prevented, 
as &r as it is possible to do so, from deserting the women, 
dkildreo and aged persons; and where there is no good 
cause shown why they left, they will be sent back." Oen. 
Wright, in an order issued at Danville, speaks of tlie dan- 
ger "from vagrant negroes." Gen. Daval, at Stannton, 
Jnne 12, 1866, gave notice "that all negroes now roaming 
the conntry will be made at once to break np their idle 
pnrsnits and seek employment." 

In bis report for 1866 Oen. O. O. Howard, Commis- 
sioner of the Freedmin's Bnrean, says there was much 
annecessary idleness amongst the negroes in Virginia. He 
thinks this vagabondage arises in part from the meagre 
wages paid the freedmen. Ool. O. Brown, Assistant Com- 
missioner of the Preedmen's Barean for Virginia, in an 
order of Hovember 10, 1865, says in regard to the vagran- 
cy of the negro: "Where employment is offered on terms 
that will provide for the comfortable sabsistence of the 
laborers, removing them from the vices of idleness and from 
dependence on chanty, they should be treated as v^rants 
if they do not accept it, and the rnlee of the Bnrean appli- 
cable to sQOh cases shonld be rigidly enforced ; while the 
freedmen must and will be protected in their rights, they 
mast be required to meet these first and most essential con- 
ditions of a state of freedom, a visible means of support 
and fidelity to contract." In his report of Jan. 2, 1866, 
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GoL Brown said: "In the neighborhood of Korfblk, Fot- 
treaa Monroe and Yorktown aboat sereDty thoasand oegroeB 
had been collected during the Tar." * * * * "inotiier 
diatricts tbonsands of fi-eedmen were roaming about, with- 
out settled employment and without homee. In localities 
leaat disturbed hy the pressure or conflict of armies and 
where the average amoont of land was under oultiratioD 
the cropfl were suffering from want of proper attmtion."' 
Col. Brown thought tiiat the v^^rancy prevailing during 
the year 1865 was owing to an ezoesBive supply of laborers 
and inability of the whites to employ and oo-operato wiUi 
&ee labor, since they had been accustomed to deal only 
with slaves. 

In August, ISliG, the Freedman's Journal, of Alex- 
andria, declared there would be intense sufTering aaaoagsb 
the negroes in large numbers who were not laying up fuiy- 
thing for the coming winter, bat were either Idle and 
unemployed, or dissipating their earnings for diink or 
trifles.* 

The actual vagrancy was not as great as it appeared 
to many people at tiiat time. Befbie the war nearly all 
the negroes in Virginia had been slaves and had conse- 
quently been kept closely employed on their owners' plan- 
tations. People were nnaocnstomed to the sight of loung- 
ing, idle n^roes, and were therefore the more alarmed at 
the idleness and v^rancy of tlie late slaves. It is the 
opinion of some citizens who lived through Uiat p^od 
that the negroes were not leea industrioos than at present, 
yet the people were alarmed at the unwonted idleneaa of 
the freedmen fmd demanded remedial legislation of the 
General Assembly. 

The Legislature met early in December, 1865, and 

hyaohbarg VlrglnUn, Jan. 9, IBflSL 
(LynohbnrK Virginian, Aoguct 36, 1866. 
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paSBed, on JaDoary 16, 1866, the fonowing preamble and 
act:^ 

"Whereas it is represented to the General Assembly, 
That there hath lately been a great increase of idle and 
disorderly persons in some parts of Haa Commonwealth, 
and, unless some stringent laws are passed to restrain and 
prevent snch vagrancy and idleness, the State will be orer- 
mn witli dissolnte and abandoned characters to the great 
detriment of the public weal: For remedy whereof 

" 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That the 
overseers of the poor, or other officers having charge of the 
poor, or the special oonnty police, or ttie police of any 
corporation, or any one or more of such persons, shall be 
and are hereby empowered and required upon discovering 
any vagrant or vagranis within their respective counties 
or corporations, to make information thereof to any justice 
of the peace of their county or corporation, and to require 
a warrant for apprehending such vagrant Or vagrants, to 
be brought before him or some other justice; and if, upon 
due examinatiot), it shall appear that the person or persona 
are within the true description of a vagrant, as hereioafter 
mentioned, snch justice shall, by warrant onder his hand, 
order such vagrant or vagrants to be employed in labor for 
any term not exceeding three months, and by any constable 
of snch county or corporation, be hired out for the beat 
wages that can be procured; to be applied, except as here- 
after provided, for the use of the vagrant or his fejnily, as 
ordered by the justice. And if any such vagrant or 
vagrants shall, during such time of service, without suf- 
ficient cause, run away from the person so employing him 
or them, he or they shall be apprehended, on the warrant 
of a justice, and returned to the custody of such hirer, who 
shall have, free of any further hire, the services of said 
vagrant for one month in addition to the original term of 
hiring; and said employer shall then have the power, if 
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autihorized b; the justice, to work said ragnuit, oonflned 
with ball and chain; or ahoald said hirer decline to reoeiTe 
again said vagrant, then said vagrant shall be taken by 
the officer apoD the order of a justice, to the poor or work 
honse, if there be any in said county or oorporatioti, and be 
deUvered to the overseer or saperintendent, who shall work 
said vagrant for the benefit of said connty or corporation; 
or, if anthorized by the justice, to work him, confined with 
ball and chain, for the period for which he would have 
had to serve his late employer, had he consented to receive 
him again; or shonld there be, when said runaway vagrant 
is apprehended, any pnblic work going on in said county 
or corporation, then said vagrant, upon the order of a 
jnstice, shall be delivered over by said office to the super- 
intendent of snoh pabUc work, who shall. Cor the like last 
mentioned period, work sEud vagrant on said public works, 
confined with boll and chain, if so authorized by the jusdce. 
But if there be no poor or work house in said county or 
corporation, and no public work then in pn^rees therein, 
then, in that event, said joatioe may cause said vagrant to 
be delivered to any person who will take diai^ of him. 
Said person to have his services free of charge, except 
maintenance, for a like last mentioned period, and said 
person so receiving said vagrant Is hereby empowered, if 
authorized by the justice, to work said vagrant confined 
with ball and chain; or shonld no such person be foond, 
then said vagrant is to be committed to the county jail, 
there to be confined for the like period, and fed on bread and 
water. But the persona described as the fifth class of vag- 
rants, in the second section of this act, may be arrested 
without warrant by the special county or corporation poUce, 
and when so arrested shall be taken before a justice, who 
shall proceed to dispose of them in the mode prescribed in 
this section, or may at ouoe direct them to be committed 
to prison for a period not exceeding three months, to be 
kept in cloee confinement and fed on bread and water. 
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"2. Tlie following described peraoDB sball beliable to 
tlw penaltiee imposed by lav apon vagrants: 

"First — All persons vho sball nnlawAilly rrinm into 
iuiy conoty or corporation whence they bave been legally 
removed. 

"Second — All persons who, not having wherewith to 
maintain tbemselves and their families, live idly and with- 
ODt employment, and refuse to work for the nanal and 
oommoD wages given to other laborers in the like work in 
the place where they then are. 

"Third — All persons who shall refuse to perform the 
work which shall be idlotted to tbem by tbe overseers of 
tbe poor as aforesaid. 

"Foortb — All persons going abont from door to door, 
or placing themselves in streets, highways or other roada, 
to b^ alms, and all persons wandering abroad and b^- 
ging, nnleee disabled or incapable of labor. 

"Fifth— All persons who shall come from any place 
wtthont this commonwealth to any place within it, and 
shall be fonnd loitering and residing therein, and shall 
follow no labor, trade, occnpation, or business, and have 
no visible means of sobsistenoe, and can give no reasonable 
account of themselves or their business in sudt placa 

"3. All costs and expenses inonrred shall be paid out 
of tbe hire of such vagrant, if sufBcient, and if not suf- 
ficient, tbe deficiency shall be paid by the county or 
corporation." 

Tbe language of this act applies alike to all persons, 
both white and blaok, bat it was enaoted primarily to sup- 
press vagrancy among the negroes. 

This statute was annulled by M^. Gen. Terry, then in 
command in Yiiginia, in an order issued only nine days 
after its passage. In this order Gen. Terry sums up tbe 
provisions of the act and declares: "The ultimate effect of 
the statute will be to reduce the freedmen to a condition of 
aervitade woise than that from which they have been 
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cmanoipated, a condition wbloh Till be alavery in aU bat 
its name." In eonolnaion of bia review be aaye : "It is 
therefore ordered that do magistrate, civil officer, or other 
person shall, in any way or manner, apply or attempt to 
apply, the proyisiona of said statute to any colored person 
in this department"* 

Carl Bchnrz had said in bis report to President John- 
son: "Although the freedman is no longer considered the 
property of the indlvidaal master he ia considered the 
slave of society, and all independent state legislation will 
share the tendency to make him snch."* It was declared 
that the vagrant act of January 16, 1866, was only the first 
step toward eoslaving all negroes to the oommnnity, which 
it was alleged had already practically been done in some 
of the Gnlf States." 

This statnte was not in force long enongh to be tested 
in ite practical workings. It was liable to grave abuses ; 
yet it cannot be said, in view of all tbe facts narrated on 
the preceding pat^es, that it was enacted to re-enslave tbe 
n^roes, either to an individual or to society. This was 
tbe only act toaching tbe negroes that was annnlled by the 
military anthorities. With the exception of the Contract 
Law, the Tagrant Act was the only positive enactment 
of the L^pdatnre that was serionsly criticised by tbe 
negroes or their friends. 

»Pp. 90e, 1806. Globes 1866^. 

*CoiiKneBl(m>l Olob*, 18«(Mt6, p. ISOG. 

°Bee tb» Coagnnional dabatea on the ITreadnien'a Bnrean Bill, CiTll 
Rlghti Bill and tba ReoonBtmctloa Acts, CongraaaioDal Qlobe, 186G.07. 
For oompaiiBon of tho ''Black Laws" passed t^ the BonOiam LeglBlatnTea 
in isee-se. with dmllor lawe in the Northern Htat««, mo Herbert, 80IM 
South. For foil aooonnt of tbeea laws, see Bargeea, ReconHtmctioii, and 
Gamer, Reoonatraction in MiaaiBsippl. For partisan aooount, aae BlAlne, 
Twenty Tean In Congran, and MoCall, Thaddaos BteTsna. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

OONTSAOT Ll.VB. 

Daring the year 1866 almoBt all the contracts between 
Tbite and oolored men for labor vere verbal agreements. 
In man; cases tbey vere indefinite in th^ terms and led 
to mnoh misnnderstanding between the employer and the 
employee. The negroes, after the lapse of a few months, 
were snrprised to find how much they had received on 
their wage acoonnt and how small an amonnt was due 
them. They therefore became discontented, abandoned 
their work and made complaint of their wrongs before the 
Federal anthoritiefi, alleging that they were denied the 
wages promised them or were wronged in the payment of 
the same. Since the contracts were verbal, It was impos- 
sible for the ooorts to determine who was in the wrong. 

To obviate this sonroe of diasatisfoction and litigation, 
the L^^islatore, Febroary 20, 1866, enacted: "That no 
contract between a white and a oolored person for the 
labor or service of the latter for a longer period than two 
monUis shall be binding on snoh colored person onlees the 
contract be in writing, mgned by sneh white person, or his 
agent, and by snoh colored person, and duly acknowledged 
before a jostice or notary pnblic or clerk of the connty or 
corporation conrt, or overseer of the poor, or two or more 
credible witnesses in the county or corporation in which 
the white person resides or in which the labor or service is 
to be performed. And it shall be the doty of the justice, 
notary, clerk, or overseer of the poor, or the witnesses to 
read and explain the contract to the oolored person before 
taking his acknowledgment thereof, and to state that this 
has been done in the certificate of the acknowledgment of 
the contract."*" In this section of the statute there is no 
■"Aoti iae64«, p. 88. 
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diBorimliuitioii agamst the freedmao, since he can enforce 
his contracte whether verbai or written, while the white 
man can enforce his coDtxact with a negro only when it is 
written and properly acknowledged. 

In the accoimt of the evolution of a wage system fre- 
quent references were made to the uncertainty and nnre- 
liability of the colored labor of the State. It was shown 
that the planting of a tobacco crop, the leading staple io tlie 
BectioD of the State occupied chiefly by negroes, was a great 
risk on account of the transient and uncertain character of 
labor. Since the restraints of slavery had been removed 
from them the negroes seemed to have the idea that they as 
freemen were bonnd by no contract or promise, if interest 
or &ncy invited them to violate it. Tbe offer of a slight in- 
crease for a day or two in the daily wage would induce the 
laborers to desert, at the most critical time of planting or 
harvesting, the planters in whose service they had been 
engaged at the less critical season of the year under contract 
to remain nntil the crop was harvested or the work finished. 
Freqaently no inducement in the form of better pay was 
necessary to cause them to drop their work and wander 
away. The advent of a circus or the announcement of a 
revival meeting meant a more or less protracted holiday for 
the negroes, regardless of their contracts or the urgency of 
the work they had agreed to perform. 

The Richmond Times, in an editorial of June 10, 1865, 
says: "The contract, however, does not weigh a father 
with the negro. He deserts his employer without a 
moment's warning, and does not deign to assign a reasop for 
his conduct. He leaves the plow in the unfinished furrow, 
the dinner half cooked, the half washed linen in the suds, 
and the patient whom he has contracted to nurse in the 
midst of the fierce delirium of fever. He laughs at the 
obligation of his contract, and does not care a tarthing for 
the injury which his conduct infiiots upon his employer- 
Is there no lemedy for this! Until laws regulating con- 
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traots between oar citizens and the negro are enacted, ve 
hope the military aathorities will aee that all partiee are 
protected and foroed to obBerve their contracta" 

Daring the year 1865 n^;ro labor remained very fickle. 
It was niged by coanty meetings of the fiumers thM the 
Legislature shoold at an early date do something to r^^at« 
and protect contracts between white men and negroes for 
labor, Otherwise it was declared that no one coold ven- 
ture to plant eztensively or to undertake any great indus- 
trial enterprise. ^ 

"When the Legislature convened in December, 1865, it 
took up the contract labor question. We have seen that by 
the fiist section of the act of February 20, 1866, it was pro- 
Tided that no contract between a white and a colored man 
for labor for two months or longer was enfbrceable against 
a negco unless it was in writing. By the second aectaon of 
this act penalties were provided for enticing away or em- 
plf^ing a negro under contract in writing according to the 
statute.* The second section reads as follows: "If any 
pereoD shall entice away, fi*om the service of another, ^ny 
laborer employed by him under a contract, as provided by 
this ad^ or shall knowingly employ a laborer bonnd to ser- 
vice to another under sncb contract, he shall forfeit to the 
party aggrieved not less than ten nor more than twenty 
dollars for every snch o^nsej to be recovered by warrant 
before any justice of the peace." 

This section provided no direct penalty for tlie viola- 
tion of his contract by the negro; yet the indirect conse- 
quences to him were very severe. If a negro did not seek 
and find employment, the statutes of 1866 regarded him as 
a vagrant and provided for his arrest and forced labor.* 

'For faots In ragard to imcertaliitr and imrBllabillty of negro labor 
In ISflfi and 1886, «m th« praoedJng cbnpter on the evolution of a wafe 

lAfOto isetw, p. SB. 

>Aoti UaHS, pp. 01-OB. 
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Few fiurmera, as depttadsnt on hired help for long aeaBons 
SB were the tobaooo plootera in the eaatem seotion of the 
State, would employ aegioes as agricnltaral laboreis for 
shorter periods than two montha; it was therefore neceesary 
for the great body of negro laboreis to enter into long ooo- 
iasots for labor or remain onemployed. If they remained 
unemployed, they were sat^ect to the penalties for vagran- 
cy; if titey entered into oontraotB for labor for two months 
or longer, they were practically forced to remain with their 
employer, slnoe it was onlawM for any otiier planter to 
employ them while tinder contract 

Within two weeks after th« paasE^ of this act r^^- 
latdng and protAottog contracts between white and oolmred 
peisons, the L^islatnre, in the fourth section of an act en- 
titled,* "An Act to enoonr^^ Immigration and pTOt«ot 
Immigrant Labor" enacted: "That an; immigrant, 
bonnd by ooutntot as aforesaid, who shall, without good 
and soffloient cause, abandon or leave the serrioe of his or 
her employer, shall be liable to said employer for doable 
the amoant of wages for the unexpired term of service; and 
any immigrant who shall £eu1 to enter the aervice of an 
employer agreeable to contract, shall be liable in like man- 
ner and for a like amoant; and the claim for all such llabU- 
ities shall be a lien on all fotore w^^ of sach immigrant^ 
wherever earoed, or from whomsoever due, until the same 
be repaid: and any person who shall employ any immi- 
grant, or otherwise entice any immigrant from his or her 
employer, shall be deemed goilty of a misdemeanor, and on 
conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum not lees than the 
amount of wages for the unexpired term of the contract, 
and may be imprisoned, at the discretion of the jury trying 
the case, for a period not longer than six months." 

This act in the first three sections legalized labor con- 
tracts between citizens of Virginia and Eoropeans detdring 
to emigrate to Virginia^ by d<*''M H^ g ^hw*"' wll such contracta, 

«Al)til8SM^pp.SM-38». 
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even if made in Borope, were toiforceable in Yfa^fnia. 
The foortb section above qnoted provided penalties for Qie 
▼iolatioD of sncli oontracts more severe thfm "wsn inflicted 
on n^proes for violating labor contracts. It was hoped 
tliat most of the immlgrantB woald oome from England and 
Scotland,* There was certainly no vish on the part of the 
people of Virginia to enslave these white Europeans whom 
Uiey were ni^ng by all poeeible means to come to the State.* 
It was felt that the employer of labor had certain rights to 
Uie service of the employee under contract for long service 
that ocgbt to be protected by positive statate. 

The act of Febmary 20, 1866, r^;nlating and protect- 
ing negro labor contracts, and the act of Martsh 3, 1866, reg- 
ulating and protecting immigrant labor contracts, were both 
susceptible of abnse; yet it does not appear that it was the 
intention of the Legislatnre to imperil the rights of the 
freedmen or the imniigrattts, bat to force them to respect 
their contracts. The uncertain ctiaracter of colored labor 
In Virginia at that time rendered some drastic contract 
labor law necessary. It is difflcnlt to propose any that 
wonld be more efieotive or subject to fewer abuses than 
the act (tf Feb. 20, 1866. 



OHAPTBB Vm. 

THB SIATB OODB BEPBAI.ED. 

The General Assembly of Vii^inia, in a sweeping bUI 
Feb. 27, 1866, recognized the new condition of the former 
slaves and free negroes by repealing the chief features of 

■Aoto 166S-Q6, p. ass. 
*Aota uefr«, pp. 3B7-». 
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Oie old Edare oode. All "acta and parts of acts relaliiiig to 
elavM and al&very" were expreesly repealed.' 

Chapter one hundred and seven of the Oode of 18410 
relating to free n^^roee vas repealed. This chapter con- 
tained very minnte proTisions for the r^folatiou of free 
n^n^oce, for control of their mOTemeDta and for their 
ezpolsion from the State If they fkiled to comply with 
certain legal reqoirements in regard to registration. All 
these prOTislons were deliberately swept away by this act. 

Idkewlse chapter two hundred of tlie Oode of 1860, 
which provided punishments for offenses by negroes, was 
repealed. This chapter defined the penalties for a nnmer- 
ous class of crimes by negroes, such as assaolts on white 
men; delivering to a slave a copy of the register of freedom; 
plotting or conspiring to rebel or make Insurrection; mak- 
ing use of ' 'provoking language or menacing gestures to 
white men;" famishing "any pass'' to a negro; keeping 
fireamiB or other weapons; "engaging in a riot, ront, un- 
lawful assembly or making aeditioas speeches;" sdling, 
preparing or administering any medicine, except a slave 
administering medicine by his master's orders, or a free 
negro to his own family or the &mily of another person with 
the consent of that person. Under certain conditions a 
trot) n^ro could be sold into slavery. This whole chapter 
with its long list of special crimes and pnnisbmentB for 
n^pKwe was repealed. 

Ohapter ninety-e^ht of the Oode of 1860 relating to 
patrols was repealed.^ The repeal of this patrol statute in- 
dicates a diftinot parpoee on the part of the L^^atnre to 
deal with the negroes as free men. 

The Legislatore repealed chapter two hundred and 
twelve of the Oode of 1860 relating to the proceedings 
against negroes. In this act it was declared that, "All 
laws in respect to crimes and punishment and in respect to 
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orinuual pnxjeedingB, applioable to white peraons sball ap- 
ply in like maDiier to colored pffleons (and to Indians) 
onleee vhen it is otherwise specify provided."" 

Sections twenty-five to forty-seven, both inelnsive, of 
chapter one handred and ninety-two, providing penaltiee 
and punishments for persons assiBting slaves to escape from 
their masters and to leave the State, were repealed, since 
the whole slave system was recognised as destroyed.^ 

The Code of 1860, ohai>ter one hundred and ninety- 
eight, sectaons twenty-six to twenty-nine, inolnsive, made 
it nnlawfal fbr any free person, by speaking or writing, to 
maintain that the owners bad not the right of property in 
tiieir slaves; or to encourage the slaves to rebel or to make 
insurrection or to resist their masters. This chapter also 
provided that postmasters should exercise the utmost pi«- 
oaation to see that nothing of an inflammatory nature in 
regard to slavery should pass through the mails. All these 
provisions were repealed by the Legislatore Feb. 27, 1866. 
By this same act, section thirty of chapter one hundred 
and ninety-eight of the Code, forbidding free n^rocs to re- 
main in the State without permits of the county court 
where the ne^ro was a resident^ was repealed. 

Bnt section thirty-one of chapter one hundred and 
ninety-eight of the Code of 1860 was not repealed. It reads 
as follows: "Any fr«e person who shall bring a ttea negro 
into this State shall be confined in jail not more than six 
months and fined not exceeding five hundred dollars. This 
section shall not apply to a person traveling into, or 
through, the State with a free negro as a servant, nor to a 
master or skipper of a vessel or steamboat, with a free 
negro on board, who shall depart therewith; but any saoh 
free negro who shall be found away from saoh vessel or 
boat, or from the lodging of his employer, except on busi- 
ness or with the written permission of such master or em- 
ployer, shall be punished with stripes." 

SAoti 1866-eO, pp. 84-86. 
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Section thirty-two of cliapt«r one hnndrad aod ninety- 
eight of the Code of 1860 declared that: "ISo &ee negro 
shall migrate Into thia State." "For sndi Tolnntary 
migration on the part of a free n^ro a penalty of stripes 
and cost of proseontion was to be inflicted on saob free 
negro from time to time nntil he should leave the State." 
This section was not repealed. 

It is difBcnlt to determine to what extent these nnre- 
pealed provisions were executed in Virginia dnring the 
pwiodfrom April, 1865, to April, 1867. The writer has 
found no well aathenticated instance In which any free 
negro or white man was panished for violation of either ni 
tAteea provisions. Besides, it is expressly stated in the 
act of February 27, 1866, repealing other sections of 
chapter one hundred and ninety-eight of the Code, 
that, "All acts and parts of acts imposing on negroes 
the penfdty of stripes where the same pentdty is 
not imposed on white persons," are repealed.* These 
seddons of the Code of 1860, impairing the move- 
ment of free negnMB into the State, were allowed to remain 
on the statute boohs while the penalty for violation of them 
was r^>ealed by the part of the act jost quoted, since no 
white {tersons were snl^ect to stripes for migratiug into the 
State. 

By this same act of Feb. 27, 1866, the statute prohibit- 
ing harboring u^roes, the assembling of negroes for wor- 
ship when such worship was condnoted by a negro, and 
every assemblage of n^roes for the porpose of instniction 
in reading and writing, or in the eight time for any pur- 
pose, was repealed. The laws prohibiting white men from 
meeting with negroes to instruct them, or to participate 
with them in any assembly, were repealed. At the same 
time all restnunts on the freedom of buying and selling agri- 
cultoral produce were removed from the negro population." 

*Aoti ISSMS, p. 86. 
*Aola»l64(,p.8B. 



oyGoo'^lc 



OS Negrou and Ihfir TreatnutU in Virgmia, 1865-6? 

A. marked advance toward the Ml reoognitioi) of the 
negro as a freeman wai made when the L^^islatnre repealed 
the statute prohibiting negroes from owning firearms, 
swords or other weapons or ammunition.^ This statute 
was repealed despite the fact that many people in the State 
felt that it was nosafe and nowise to allow the n^^roes to 
possess arms' in snob an ansettled state of afibirs as pre- 
vailed frvm 1865 to 1867, when It was feared that the 
negroee would reprodaoe the horrible exoesses of the West 
Indian froedmen. 



OHAFTHB IX. 

OUTBiOSB ON FRKBDMBK, AKB THB ClTlI, OOTTBTB 

Fbok 1865 TO 1867. 

The emancipation of more than one- half million slaves 
in Virginia at the close of a prolonged war presented many 
serious problems for solution. Tens of thooaanda of soldiers 
familiar with violenoe were returning to their homes. A. 
laxity, a lawlessness, a pronenesa to commit crime and in- 
dulge in deeds of violence are the nn&lling consequences of 
war, and especially of civil war. This disposition did not 
exist in Virginia alone but was felt throughout every state 
in the Union, even in the Ifortfaem states forthest re- 

lAota ISefi 86, p. SB. 

iWhlx, Jul. 4, Jul. U, Aog. 4, 1806. Tba Conf AderAoy had Mksn 
■tapi to enroll ilmTw ■■ aoldiaim In tha Conf edarmta vmy In the epring of 
1B8B. Eiunlner, Msroh 18, ISU; Diipstch, Uarch 96, 1806; Bcbw&b, Th« 
Cp|if«d«nt« Btotea of Amwlo*, pag* it*. 
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moved from the theatre of the war.* The preaesce of a 
lately emancipated race, excited by their new-fboud free- 
dom and insolent toward their former mastere, aggravated 
the otherwise serious problem of reetoriog law and order in 
the prostrate State. There were many acts of violenoe and 
many personal encounters between whites and blacks, yet 
the sarprising feet is that there were not more. The expla- 
nation of this is that the great mass of the whites felt no 
bitterness toward the negro for the events of the foar pie- 
ceding years. They felt that the colored people had done 
little or nothing to aecnre their freedom. They did not 
hate them or wish to do violence to them, bat simply re- 
garded them as an inferior race fbr whom they felt a kindly 
contempt.* Very few, if any, were oatraged or murdered 
from any effort or disposition on the part of the vhites to 
Dudo their emancipation or to deny them the epjoyment of 
their freedom.* The dispntes and frays between the whites 
and blacks were generally the difficnlties that are likely to 
accompany the intermingling of Taces radically different. 

Senator Cowan of Penn^lvania, after an examination 
of the charges made by Senator Wilson, said in the United 
Stetee Sent^ in r^ard to the alleged outrages on negroes: 
"Testified to by nobody either, except agents of the Freed- 
men's Bnreaa, and other fdlows of an equally Interested 
stripe, who, like the hair worms, only wriggle in mnddy 
water. These fellows, male and female, have fonnd the 
woes of the u^^ snch an easy and profiteble way to &me 
and consideration that, like the dogs of Lazams, they live 
by licking his soresj and to hear and see them we wonld 

■Freaident Jotuwon's ninnngfi, Deoember, 186c, on rstnnhig Houm 
BUI Ho. 018, p. B8SS, Congraolonal Qlobs, laOUW. 

*Gfln. Tarry's opinion, Congr— rion»l Glob«, 1866-00, p. 18S8; Ibid, p. 
lies; JnllBn'B ipMch, Ibid, p. B310-, BLtokvood'a Maguln*, Haj, IMS, 
p. BSS. 

•OhnrlottMrUle Chroniola, Feb. US. 1M7; I>7nobbnrs VtrKlnlaa, Ju. 
a, 1808, OoL Brown't JtqiMUt, 
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think the world ws exceedingly wicked, wholly on ae- 
oonut of the n^ro, and for no other reaeoD. * * * * 1 
am inclined, therefore, to think that in the first place these 
killings, if done at all, are not done by any bat oonunon 
offendeis. Everybody knows the tribal antipathy exist* 
ing between tiie lower sort of white men and negroes, 
and no one expects that it will not be the sonrce of 
firegnent brawls and quarrels, especially since the 
blacks have now no masters either to advise or protect 
them. And the fidse and foolish notion of eqnality 
which yon have lately pnt into the bead of the negro 
amounts only to a standing invitation to every white 
man to break tbat head as soon as it insults him. 
These tales are too monstrons for belief have no foanda- 
tion apoD which to rest, and the few cases which give rise 
to them wonld no donbt show, as nsnal, that neither of the 
parties are wholly innocent or wholly gnilty. In nine 
oases ont of ten they wonld tnm out mntual brawls, the 
conseqneuce of which Is often the moat fitting pnnishment 
for those engaged in them.* One man ont of ten thonsand 
is bmtal to a negro, and that is paraded here as a type of 
the whole people of the Sonth, whereas notbiog is said of 
the other nine thonsand nine hnndied and ninety-nine men 
who treat the n^^ro well.'" 

At present nothing seems clearer than that most of the 
oonflicte had no political signifioanoe and were only com- 
mon brawls and combats, snch as are snmmarily disposed 
of by a police jndge or a jostice of the peace; yet this long 
list of dispntes and confiicts was paraded in Congress as a 
justification of ttie Freedmen's Bnreanand asaproof of the 
insecarity of the rights of freedmen.^ The namber of snch 

*Aw- CongrMtiDiul Olob*. ISSMT, p. 161. 

iConcrsHloiua Qlobe, ISflS-eS, p. M. 

■Q«ii. Howard'! report, p. 071, MaMAgM uid Dobtuumta, ISBMT; Rar. 
Rickmond'iipMeh, ChsrlottMTfllaCIirraloIe. April 2S, isnr. Be«*pMobM 
at B«matar w&wb, Bapraeantatin JdUmi taA olbar radioal laadwv, Cpnii 
gTMilonalQloba, ISeB-OT. 
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difficnltiee was small, when it is remembered that there 
were more than one-half million negroes in the State of 
Virginia. It was never claimed that freedmen in Virginia 
experienced an; difBcnltyin aectiringjiistioe from the State 
eoorts in suits involving money or property.* It was, 
however, asserted that jnries were inclined to inflict on 
negroes the mazimnm penalties of the law, in cases of 
theft, burglary or saoh offenses; that they were too rigor- 
ous in their condemnation of comparatively mild offenses;" 
bat it was not charged that the processes of the conrts aod 
the decision of the jorors were not strictly according to the 
statutory provisions of the Code of 1860, which the Legisla- 
ture in is session of 1866-66 had made applicable to whites 
and blacks alike. ^ 

It was declared, moreover, very difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to secure a verdict against a white man for assaulting 
or murdering a black.^ The great mass of the whites were 
not disposed to permit any insolence on the part of the 
negroes. The deep-seated conviction in the minds of the 
whites that the negroee were an inferior race and shoald be 
subordinate to white men in the commnnity, made the 
whites less tolerant of any independence and ae^ressive- 
ness on their part, and rendered conflicts between the two 
races more frequent. It was often said: "The negro is all 
right in his place." Of course this means that he is all 

>Gen. 8«hoSeld'B opinion, App. Congramlonal Oloba, 1866^, p, 9S; 
Ibid, HsflBs^^ee and DocnmeDta of U.S. OoTemment, 13SM7, p. MO. Judge 
BheSer, in his charge to grand JorieB, nrges tbat equal and tmpaTtlal Jns- 
tioe shall be given to Creedioen. This obarge was published b^ ipaolal 
request of the bar of Amhent and Rockbrldgo oonntdaa, Whig, April IB, 
1SB6. For Htmilar charge by Jndge Christian , in Henrico ooonty, and for 
editorial oomment on these charges, see Whig, April 3tj, 1806. 

°Col. O. Brown'i Report, OongrssalonBl Qlobe, 1806-67, p. 1569 ; Buiator 
Van WinUe'i Btatement. Ibid, p. liS6; Gan. Howard's B^rt, pp. 6flMM, 
IS and Dociunents, 1B6T-68. 



■BenatOT Van Winkle's spemib, Oongreeslanal Qlobe, 1880^. p. 1MB. 
■App. Congressional Qlobe, 1866-ffr, p. SC 
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TToag oat of bis place.* Most of tbe Virginians had, and 
etill have, very defiulte ideas of what a aegru's place is. 
If a oegro attempted to cross this more or less well-defined 
limit aod to aue insolent and iDsnlting tangnage to a vbite 
man, be was liable to snffer the conseqaences, and juries 
vere not disposed to impose on his assailant the mazimam 
penalties of ^e law. On the other hand the vanton assault 
of a freedman by a vbite man was severely condemned by 
tbe great mass of the whites. For sach offenses white 
Jnries and eonrts manifested no sympathy aod pnnished the 
aggreaaor with the foil penalties of the statute. 

Tbe trial of Dr. Watson for the alleged cold-blooded 
murder of s negro in the summer of 1866 aod his acquittal 
by a white court of his connty was the most &moas case in 
the criminal courts of Yirgioia daring this period. It was 
said that, on very slight provocation, he had, after a lapse 
of nearly twenty-four hoars, shot aod kilted a negro, the 
coachman of one of his neighbors. In November, 1866, 
Dr. Watson was tried and acqoitted in Rockbridge county. 
Thereupon Qen. John M. Schofield, the military officer in 
command in Virginia, ordered him rearrested and tried by 
a military commission ander tbe congressional act of July 
16, 1866. On the assembling of the Commission Court a 
writ of habeas corpus was sned out before the Circoit Court 
of Biohmond, to which Oeoeral Schofield declined compli- 
ance, Dec. 19, 1866. In the meantime the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States had investigated tbe case and de- 
cided that the Commission Court had no jurisdiction. The 
President then ordered Dr. Watson discharged.^ 

Gen. Schofield declared the Watson case "a fair type 
of a large number of cases in Virginia."' If this case was 

•BUckwood'a UagBEfuB, Hfty, 1666, p. 606. 

<AmBricaii Annoal CrclopsedlB, 1866, p 766 ; Richmottd DUpatcfa. J«n. 
4,1867; CODgTMslonal Olobe. 1866- ST, p. 1665; App. CoagrreeBiOQsJ Qlob«, 
186fr«r, p. W; Whig, Dm. BO, 1866; Bnqnirer, Dec. 18, 1866; Dispktoh, 
Ju. 4, 1867. 

•Qen. Bohofleld'B rtmtfoirat, App. OonsTM^om) QlQbe, ISQMT, p. K 
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sn^ as lie represented it^ the dedaratioii that it was » 
"fiiir type" of many other cases in the State is entirely too 
strong. Hon. 8. McD. Mooie, of LezingtoD, Bookbrldge 
oonnty, Virginia, in a letter read hy Senator Doolittle in 
the United States Senate, Feb. 19, 1867, says: "As good 
order prevails and the laws are generally as veil admin- 
istered as I have known to be the case for the 
last fifty years."* He declares that most of the reports 
in regard to the nqjnst administration of the laws had 
arisen from two cases in that section of the State. 
One of the two oases was the Watson afbir. A few snch 
cases as this is said to have been did mnoh to create 
the impression in the North that the mnrder of a negro 
was in Virginia considered perfectly justifiable if the n^ro 
had been insolent or insnbordinate. 

Many in Congress and in the Korth believed that the 
average Virginian entertained a deadly hatred of the ne- 
groes whom they were anzions to kill as having no longer 
the place or value of chattel slaves. Entertaining these 
opinions, they confidently declared that every mordw of a 
negro by a whit« man and every &iliue of a conrt to pTin- 
ish the white man was confirmation of their opinions and 
rendered vigorous intervention by the Federal Government 
the only salvation of the fi-eedmen. In their opinion the 
Freedmen's Borean, the Freedmen's Conrt, the Civil 
Bights Bill, the Military Commissions, and the Beconatmo- 
tion Acts were necessary to protect the lives of the n^^oes. 
The nnmber in the United States actaally entertaining these 
opinions was not laige, bat they were earnest and aggres- 
sive. The politicians and the anscmpnlons made nse of 
the sincerity of this class for porpooes purely personal or 
for party advantage. 

The number of actual outrages was never laige.^ The 

•ConSTMBlonal Globe, 186fr«T, p. IBST. 

lEnqolm- •ditorial, July 21, 1866; Whig, Huvh 28, Kor. 99, Nor. 28, 
1866. It wM kllesad by the nesroea and thdr Mend* that the whltM bad, 
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press of the State generally declared that good order pre- 
vailed thronghont Yli^aia at that time. The Charlottes- 
ville Obronide, February 28, 1867, says: "We oan speak 
for Virginia, there never iras leas crime (except thieving 
on the part of the freedmen) in this State. There have 
donbUess been negroes killed by vhite men and white men 
killed by negroes, but on the vhole, a more orderly and 
lav-abiding commnnity does not, In oar opinion, exist on 
this contineat, if anywhere." The Biohmond DispatMih 
considered that the administration of jnstice in Tii^iiila 
was at that time approximately fair and equal. 

The freedmen had learned that theii most trivial 
charges against each other or the whites woold receive a 
ready hearing by the agents of the Freedmen's Bareaa, and 
they did not allow the Bnrean agents to eat mnoh Idle 
bread. No report of outrages, however absurd or poorly 
attested, was neglected. The most trivial brawl was mag- 
nified into a riot in which many were woanded and killed. 
By the time these disturbances had been reported in the 
radical press and announced in the United 8tate6 Oongresa 
by Senator Wilson, or some eqnally imaginative member 
of the Honse, they absolutely defied recognition even by 
the parties to the original brawl. The ''aoalawagg," 
"carpetbaggers" and newspaper correspondents indnstii- 
onsly gathered and disseminated the reports of outrages on 
colored people. 

Amongst so large a nnmber of people many brawls 
and petty dietnrbances would occur in the most peacefU 
times, and ander the most ideal conditions; yet the ocm- 
grfeslonal radicals shut their eyes to these &ct8 and made 
no allowances for the fact that the State was jnst emerging 
from a prolonged war, and was farther embarrassed by the 



wUUs In TirgliiU. The Whig, Uaj 7, 1860, deotaree that i 
olmrolHa had b«ui burned by the whlMt In Vlrf^liii*. 
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preaence of the lately emaacipated Blares. Senator WilBon 
and other radical members of Oongress brought forward the 
long list of suits, bravla and ontrages as a justification of 
the varionB acta passed by Congress for the proteetion of 
the n^^roes. In reply to these charges Senator Davis, in a 
speech in the Senate, after fall examination of the lawless 
acts reported by the congressional radicals, declared that 
in his deliberate opinion there vas not as mnob lawless- 
ness and violence in any six of the states lately in rebellion 
aa in the single state of Kew York.* Other members of 
Oougrees who had investigated the matter were almost 
eajofilly strennons in their denial of the allied outrages. 

The evidence in snpport of the trathMness of these 
ohai^es is to the highest degree Qnsatis&otory and nncon- 
TintOQg.* They were in many cases entire fobrications 
withoot the slightest basis of &ct. As a single instance of 
their otter nnreliabUity, it was reported in the radical 
papers that sevwal negroes had been shamefully ontiaged 
at Lynchbni^, "Virginia. The details of the afbir were 
given with great miimtenees; the name of the Freedmen's 
Bnrean agent at that place, making the official report of 
what he had seen and learned by investigation, was given. 
When these reports finally reached Lynchburg no one 
there had heard of the ontrf^es or anything like them. 
The Bnrean agent declared that no one having the name of 
the reporter of these lawleas acts had ever been connected 
with his Bnrean in Lynchburg; that no such acts had 
ooenrred, and that the very best of order prevailed in his 
entire sub-district" 

This report is a foir sample of hundreds that were 
published in the radical papers outside of the Stete. 

«Coagr«n{oii>J Qlob«, 1366-67, p. 1166. 

■For evideiioe of the nnrttlfaible cfasrACter of niMiy of the reported 
oatTAgee and Uie effeot of nioh reports on Northsm pnbllo opinion, tee 
OonKrearionel Qlobe, 1866^, pp. 1407-Ull; VUg, Nor. S, 1666. 

<>Lynchbarg Vlrglulan, Aug. 10, 1866. 
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Most of the writers of these letters giving aocoants 
of the aaaanit snd murder of negroeB asked to have 
their names kept secret, declaring that it voald imperil 
their lives to hare it known that they had reported these 
outrages. Their wishes were respected, and they were 
thus emboldened to flood the Congressional Committee on 
Beconstmction with snch reports as malice or party inter- 
est conld invent. 

General O. O. Howard, the CommiBsioner of the Freed- 
men's Boreao, in his annual report for 1866, declared that 
the nomber of conflicts between whites and blacks in Vir- 
ginia constantly grew less, and that the position of the 
negroes was improviog, yet the complaint was made that 
in some parts of the State the negroes were occasionally 
oatraged and that the offenders osnally were not punished 
by the minor judicial tribnuals of the State, if it was 
chai^;ed that the negro had been insabordinate or insolent 
to a white man.' 

In his report of November, 1866, General O. O. How- 
ard said in r^ard to the six comities bordering on the 
Potomac which were inclnded in the military district of 
Maryland: "The condition of the freedmen in the portion 
of Virginia inclnded within this district, as shown by the 
report of General Stanard for the months ending May and 
Jnne, 1866, and the official records for sncoeeding months, 
has been generally satis&ctory. No complaints of a serions 
natore were received. "* 

In reference to the condition of afhirs in Virginia, 
in the same report he says: "Some improvement Is re- 
ported in the feeling of the whites towards the freedmen, 
and yet the nnmerons morders and robberies of which this 
ofBoe is notified are evidences of bad feeling or weakness 



>G«iL Howard'! Seport, HesugM end Docomenta, ISe^^T, p. tfJl. 
u. BohoBold'a optnlon, App. CTongreBlonBl Olobe, 186fr47, p. SB. 

■HMMtgae Mid DootuDMitB, i8ee-«7, p. ess. 
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on the part of the State officials whose duty it is to pre- 
serve the peace and to puiiiBh crime."* 

The nomber and character of the ODtrages on negroes 
reported tx> the FreedmeD'e Bnrean were grossly exagger- 
ated. As a mle the Bureau ofBolals did not ezamiDe the 
evidence is support of these chaiges, bat reported and in 
a large measure acted on ex parte testimony. In times of 
great pnbic excitement the wildest reports gain oredenoe. 
At that time the air was fall of reports of outrages and 
riots, most of which had not the slightest fonndation in 
fact Most of the "Dumeroas murders and robberies" to 
which General Howard refers in bis report were of this 
class. 

He made this report about the time the excitement In 
regard to the Dr. Watson case was highest, and doubtless 
had that particular case in mind when speaking of the 
"bad feeling or weakness" of the courtfi. 

General Terry, the military oommander in the Depart- 
ment of Virginia, declared that it woald be ansafe to en- 
trust the great body of the freedmen in Yii^inia or else- 
where in the South to the care of the local authoritlee or 
the local legislation. 

His chief gronnds for this opinion was that the whites 
hat«d the negroes on aoconnt of their attachment to the 
"Union," and if the protecting hand of the United States 
Oovemment were withdrawn woold soharraasand embitter 
their lives that they woald rise in bloody Insarreotlon 
against their oppressors.* It seems never to have been 
clear to many of the army officers that the white people of 
the State did not hold the negroes responsible for the war and 
its consequences and did not entertain for them any feeling 
of personal hostility on account of their changed condition. 

■Ibid, p. 071. See Col. O. Brown's Report, CongreoBloiiBl Globs, 
ISee-ST, p. 1689. 

«rMtimoD7 ot Gsn. Terry given before the Reoonatructloa Comtntl- 
tM, p. ISSB, Qlobe, 1806-66 ; Ooqiiirer, Uucfa 31, IBM. 
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Wlutterer feeling there was that the negro ahoold not enjoy 
ftill oiTil or political priyilegee did not arise from an; 
hatred of bim as s race or as an individual, but from a fixed 
and Arm oooTiotion that he was an inferior raoe, incapable 
of the highest duties and privil^ee of citizenship in a dem- 
ocratic commonwealth. 

The whites were always ready to resent any attempt 
by a n^ro to force bimself int« a i>osttion of social equality 
or to aasame the political leadersbip of the community. 
From these causes arose many of the confiicts between the 
two races. The number of sucb conflicts was considerably 
iacreaaed after the passage of the Beconstmction Acts of 
1867 and the enfranohisement of the negroes.' 

Before the passage of the Eeoonstruction Acta in the 
spring of 1867, the Ku Klnx Klan was anknown in Vir- 
ginia. No mentioD is made in the Bureau reports of such 
an oi^^ization until 1868. It was then declared that the 
operations of these organizations "have been very rare in 
this State." The word "Ku Klnx" as used at that time 
was a generic term for all lawless secret combinations or- 
ganized to frighten or maltreat negroes. 

Colonel Brown in his report of the operations of the 
Freedmen's Bureau in Virginia for the month of April, 
1868, says: "The secret organization known as the Ku 
Elnx Elan have made their appearance in various locali- 
ties, viidtiDg the houses of colored men, at night in some 
cases, placing ropes around their necks and threatening to 
hang them on account of their political opinions. No 
further violence has been offered. The object of these mid- 
night demonstrations, which have been very rare in this 
State, appears to be to intimidate and control the freedmen 
in the exercise of their right of franchise."* 



*F. BIO, UaoBCM and DoonmuitB of U. B. GoranuueDt, 186S-W. 
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This is his flist refersnoe to snch lawleaB buids. 
From tbis report it ia seen that the ohjeot of these orgoni' 
zations in Viif^ia was not to plunder or murcler negroes 
bat to deter them from ezerolfiing "their right of ftao- 
ohiae." 

The n^;roee vere Balt)eot«d to some ontragee from a 
very tinexpeoted sonroe. Some of tho Federal soldleis in 
Yiiginiain 1865 "took considerable libertieB with them and 
their belongings." In some instances they "plondered" 
them.' They "spread the tents and threw up the negroes." 
In this way many were hart and some were reported killed. 
A Federal soldier at Charlottcsrille relieved Ber. Fair&x 
Taylor, a prominent colored leader, of his watch. The 
soldiers stationed in Virginia after the war were frequently 
engaged in brawls and personal enooonters with the freed- 
men. Some negroes were "tied ap" by army officers to 
force them to tell the tmth.^ These troables between 
negroes and soldiers were of the same kind and originated 
from the same canses that bronght on similar alteroatiens 
and contests between blacks and native Vij^ntans. 

Many agents of the Freedmeo's Bnrean oppressed and 
swindled the freedmen. Other persons went about from plaoe 
to place aasnring them that they were soon to be given the 
land of the former slaveholders. In some instances they 
went BO for as to stake off the farms into sections of aboat 
forty acres each. These lands were to be given them as 
pay for their past serviues as slaves and for their devotion 
to the Union. Freqnentiy these Impostors pretended to 
pat the orednlons negroes in possession of tbe land, and 
collected a Cee to pay for tbe title deed which they gave 
them to establish their ownership. One of the deeds given 
to an Albemarle connty negro read as follows : "As 

'Wadddl, HirtOTj of Aiwmta Conntj', p^ 810, S3Si lUd, 887-SB8. 
■Mmmbm and DoewnaDti otU.B. QawmaaMXt, 18S7-4I6, p. 3S9. 



oyGoo'^lc 



74 NigrotM and Their Treatment m Virginia, 189&47 

Mosee lifted ap the serpent In the wilderness, so have I 
lifted five dollars out of this nigger's pocket."* 

The belief that they were to be given the lands of the 
late Confederates persisted in the minds of the freedmen 
for several years after the close of the war. The iact that 
the lands seized by the United States Qovemment, the 
so-called abandoned lands, were then occupied by the 
n^roes nnder the direction of the Freedmen's Bniean, led 
tlie great mass of them to believe that they, too, would 
soon secnre their share of land. This oredaloiu and 
expectant attitude of mind rendered them ready victims of 
the ansompalons "scalawags" and "carpetbaggers," who 
did not neglect the opportunity to enrich themselves at the 
expense of their dnpes. Their ingenuity in devising 
plausible schemes for swindling the negroes was tmlj 
admirable. Many of them represented themselves as con- 
fidential agents of influential government officials, or as 
friends and repreeentAtlvee of philanthropic individuals or 
societies In the Korth, who were said to be preparing great 
things for the negroes. After winning the ready confi- 
dence of the freedmen they received from them, under 
TarioDB pretexts, considerable snma of money, and created 
expectations that could never be realized. 

Quite a serioos riot broke out in Norfolk in the night 
of April 16, 1866. The freedmen met to celebrate the 
passage of the Civil Bights Bill. About twelve o'clock a 
shot was fired on Nicholson street. A general row fol- 
lowed. An innocent white spectator named Whitehnrst 
was shot dead; Mrs. Whitehnrst (a white woman) was 
mortally wounded; several others were hart, and one negro 
was shot in the eye. There was much drinking amongst 
the colored people that night. One colored woman was 
arrested on account of ber inflammatory and tlireatening 
langoage. Major Stanhope, of the United States army, 

lIoBt of the tnctB in regard t 
DwroM who knew them from p . . _ , 

Buating to RwwusLr uction , (paanm), edited by Fleming. 
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immediately sent ont an armed foroe and di^teraed the 
mob. Id a abort time fonr arrests were made." In reRard 
to this tumult there were varions confiioting reports.* 

From this review of the "ontrages on negroes and the 
action of the conrts" it is seen that the actual number of 
ontrages was small when it ia considered that more than 
one-half million &eedmen were tamed loose amongst a 
white population of more than seven handred thonsand, 
at a time when society was demoralized by the results of 
war; that the whites did not cheriah any hatred toward the 
negroes on account of the eveDts of the preceding four 
yearsj that the combats between whites and blacks did not, 
in most cases, ariae from any attempt to undo or minimize 
the results of emancipation, but were generally the results 
of mutual brawls; that some of the attacks on negroes by 
white men wen provoked by insolence or insnltlng lan- 
guage on tbe part of the blacks; that in such oases the 
courts of Yii^nia sometimes refosed to And the white 
aggressors guilty of any offense; that the courts had little 
disposition to ezcnae or acquit a white man who had 
assaulted or mnrdeied a negro who had not been Inaolent 
or inanlting and had conducted himself in the manner 
which meet white people thought becoming a free negro; 
that £reedmen in the Virginia coorts experienced little or 
no difficulty in aecnring jnstice in money or property mat- 
ters; that in proceedings against negroes charged with 
tkefts, burglaries, and mnrdeis, juries usually imposed some- 
thing like the maximum penalties. It has been seen that 
they were sometimes wronged by their supposed friends, 
the soldiers, "the scalawags" and "carpetbaggers." From 
the reports of the officers of the Freedmen's Bureau and 
the press, it is seen that the condition of the freedmen was 
constantly improving &om 1865 to 1867; that lawlessness 
in the State was rapidly decreasing, and that the decisions 
of the civil courts were approaching faimesa. 

•Lrnchbais VlrginiBD, AjaU 80, 1866. 
>Aooordiiig to wnw report! two nagrow war* Ulled. 
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CHAPTER X. 

AND OiTiL Bights in 1866 XKD 1866. 

The Legislatore that oonTeoed in Richmond in Decem- 
ber, 1866, met aoder the provisionB of the coostitntioQ pro- 
mnlgated at Alexandria, in 1864, by the "reetured govern- 
ment" of Virginia. The constitntion of the State in force 
before and during the war had fiUlen with the State gov- 
emmeDt at Richmond. 

Hie Alexandria constitution had abolished alaveiy 
by the following provisions: "Slavery and involuntary 
servitode (except for crime) is hereby abolished and pro- 
hibited in the State forever." "The Oeneral A^eembly 
shall mahe no law establishing slavery or recognizing prop- 
erty in hnman beings." The Legislature of "restored Vir- 
ginia" had, however, enacted bnt few laws in regard to 
n^iroes. 

At the dose of hoetilitiee in Virginia people recoj;- 
nized that the resnlte of the war had effectaally freed the 
alaves; yet there had been no State legislation to define 
thwr Btotos. The old "&ee negro" laws of the Code of 
1860 were still ou the statute book.' The slaves had, so fax 
as State legislative enactments are concerned, sncceeded to 
the status of "free negroes" as defined by the Code of 1860, 
bnt the war had done more than this for them. The white 
people of the State knew that the Legislature would have 

>A deUgAtloii of noKrow from Rlohmond callad os Frcatdent Jolmson 
in J^ime, 1S66, aiid claimed that thalr condition ma freadmen wu ivorw 
than it wM when they were daTM. They stated that passei were re- 
quired of them Id Rlehmond; that the old free negro lawt etUl preralled; 
that they ezpeTlsnoed dlfflcnltyln holding their ohnrch property; that 
they conld not appeal to the conrti for jtuttce and proteotion, and that 
they nifFered nnineroae other « rooge. Preeident Johnaon told them that 
metten were In a etate of tnuuitlon and that many things mnat be en* 
durad anta Uwy cookl be miMdtod. RapnhUo, Jnne 19, 186B. 



oyGoo'^lc 



Negroea and Their Trtiim&nt in Vvrgima, U9S-t7 77 

to define anew the rights of free colored men, and sooner or 
later grant to tbem the whole list of oivU rights and some 
political rights. 

Owing to Uie peoollar aitaation in Virginia It was dlf- 
flonlt to effect an early meeting of a representative law- 
making body to adjoBt the laws of the State to the changed 
conditiODs. A repreeentative Oeneral Assembly of the 
Btate convened in December, 1866, and immediately took 
np the qneation of the freedmen. 

In a joint resolution the Legislatnre, Febmary 6, 1866, 
expressed its opinion on slavery and the fiitnre position of 
the freedmen in the following language:* "That involTin- 
tary servitade, except for crime, is abolished, and onght 
not to be re-established; and that the negro race among as 
shonld be treated with justice, hamaaity and good iaitlt; 
and every means that the wisdom of the Legislatnre can 
devise, shonld be used to make them osefiil and intelligent 
members of society." 

"That Virginia will not volnotaiily consent to change 
the adjnetmeiit of political power aa fixed by the Ooostita- 
tion of the United Statee; and to cODStr^n her to do so in 
her present prostrate and helpless condition, with no voioe 
in the conocits of the nation, wonld be an onjnstdfiatde 
breach of faith." 

This resolution expressed abont what the white people 
of the State felt. The Btatement that Virginia woold not 
voluntarily consent to change the adjnstment of political 
power was Intended as a declaration of hostility to the 
enfranchisement of the freedmen, which the people were 
nnwUling to accept, either in 1866 or in 1867, when it was 
thmst npon the State by oongressional legislation. 

In January and I^brtiKry, 1866, several im]K>rtwit 
bills tonobii^ the freedmen were enacted into laws. Aboat 
nine months had by that time passed sinoe the close of 
hostilities in Vu^inia and the practical emancipation of 

>Aati>, laOMO, p. iH). 
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6TQI7 slave in tbe State. In the meantime, the legal posi- 
tion of the freedmeu was very indefinite. 

March 3, 1866, Congress had passed a very mild 
Freedmen'B Borean Bill, which lacked all the drastic fea- 
tures of the Freedmen's Bill of 1866. The purpose of this 
bill in 1866 iras only to aeanme charge of all "abandoned 
lands" and the control of all salijectfi relating to fireedmen. 
There was a real need of some snob f^enoy as this bill pro- 
vided to advise and protect the fireedmen dniiog tbe sam- 
mer and fell of 1 866. The opposition to tbe presence and 
work of the Barean agents was not so bitter in 1866 as it 
was in the years following, when they were invested with 
mncb greater power, and tbe necessity for their inter- 
ference no longer existed.* 

By the Code of 1860 free negroes were allowed to testify 
only in the case of the Commonwealth for or against a 
negro or an Indian, or in a civil case to which n^iroes or 
Indians only were parties. They were not allowed the 
right of trial by jary, to carry arms, or to be away from 
their place of abode later than ten o'clock at night. They 
were also subject to many other minor restraints that were 
nnnecessary and impracticable in tbe changed state of 
affiiira in the summer and &I1 of 1865. 

Altbongh there had been no statntory change, the 
people felt that the status of tbe free negro had in foot been 
revolutionized. In the Alexandria Ooanty Conrt a negro 
was pnt on trial withont a jnry in Septemtwr, 1866, and 
sentenced to two years in the penitentiary. Tbe negro's 
counsel moved to arrest the judgment on the groand that 
tlie negro, being a froeman, bad the right of trial by jnry. 
Tbe opposing counsel contended that tbe free n^ro pro- 
ceedings wne legal, the Code of Virginia providing that .a 
free negro sbonld be tried for a felony by a conrt of five 
justices of the peace and not by a jury. The conrt com- 
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posed of five jnsticefl of tlie peace sostAined the negro's 
ooDDsel iu his appeal.^ 

From this decision and similar ones it is seen that, 
while the letter of the law remained ancbanged, the spirit 
of the times had swept away many of the legal disorimina- 
tions against free colored men. 

In the same eounty, in October, 1866, a justice of the 
peace bad a n^ro deprived of a fowling piece, on the 
ground that the statutes of Virginia did not allow negroea 
to bear arms. A provost jndge revoked this action, declar- 
ing ncy^roes bad "all the rights of whites and no less."' 

There was on the part of the whites no serions effort to 
enforce most of the old "free negro" laws. There were few 
attempts to disarm freedmen in accordance with the pro- 
TisioDB af the Code. General Terry was petitioned by the 
whites to disarm the negroes in certain sections beoanse 
they were threatening to make an insnrrection against the 
whites.^ On the whole, there was comparatively litUe 
opposition to the negroes' owning fmd carrying arms, or to 
their condncting themselves as free men, as long as the; 
were not "sancy" or "insolent" to the whites. 

In discDHsing tbe social position of the freedmen in 
October, 1866, the Lynchbnrg Virginian says: "His social 
condition is not so mach changed after all. The negro is 
the laborer and menial after all. He now collects his own 
^rages with which to pay his own rent, clothing, taxes and 
doctor bills. In other respects, his relation to his master 
has undergone very little alteration." 

February 28, 1866, the Qeneral Assembly passed the 

»LyiiobbtirK Virginian, 8»pt«mb«r 14, ISSB. 

■LjnchbDrg Vlrgliiian, October 14, 186G. If eTartheleai lloenM &ntfaor- 
lElng a n^TO to perform the marriage oeremoiir was retosad by tbe Court 
of HoBtlngi, in Richmond, on the ground that there was do law for grant- 
ing mch Ucenw. Enqnlrer, NoTember IS, 186G. 

'General Tony's teatlmony b«f ore tbe R«eonatra(itlon Committee, p. 
tSB4, QlobelSeS-tte. 
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following act in r^ard to D^roefi as witoeBBes:^ "That 
colored personB aad Indiana shall, If otherwise competent 
and antrjeot to the ralee applicable to other persons, be 
admitted as witneeaes in the fallowing oases: 

"1. In all oivil casee and proceedings, at law and in 
equity, in which a colored person or an Indian is a partj, 
<»' may be directly benefitted or itfjored by the result. 

"2. In all criminal proceedings, in which a colored 
person or an Indian is a party, or which arise oat of fui 
injury done or attempted or threatened to the person, 
property or rights of a colored person or Indian, or in 
which it is alleged in the presentment, information or 
indictment, or in which the oonrt is of opinion, from other 
evidence, that there is a probable caose to believe that the 
offense was committed by a white person, in conjnnctioD or 
oo-operation with a colored person or Indian. 

' '3. The testimony of colored persons shall, in all cases 
and proceedings, both at law and in equity, be given ore 
tenua and not by deposition; and in Baits in equity, and in 
all other cases in which the deposition of the witness would 
T^nlarly be part of the record, the court shall, if desired 
by any party, or if deemed proper by itself certify the 
fiicts proved by such witness, or the evidence given by him, 
«B fiir as is credited by the court, as the one or the other 
may be proper under the miss of law applicable to the case; 
and such oertlfieate shall be made part of the record.' ' 

Before the war a negro or an Indian was a competent 
witness only in the case of tlie Commonwealth for or against 
a n^ro or an Indian or in civil casee to which 
negroes or Indians only were parties.' This new 
statute of Feb. 28, 1866, declared that they should be 
heard as witnesses in any and all suite to which any colored 
peraon was a party or in which the interest, direct or indi- 

*AotB iseti^e, pp. e(M». 

*Ooda ol TlrginU, p. 7M. 
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rect, of a colored person vaa inTolved, or in vbioh any 
orime had been done or attempted to be done or threatened 
to the person, property, or rights of a colored person. 

At the time of the passage of this act almost all the 
cosea involving the interests of colored people, or crimes 
against their person, property or rights were adjadioated in 
the Treedmen's Cooit or in other jadioial tribanaU of Fed- 
eral creation. Before t^ese oonrts there was no distinction 
of witneeaee on account of race and color. These oonrtfl 
from the first recc^nized that the n^roes vere entitled to 
aa "AlU and eqoal benefit of all lavs and proceedings for 
^e aecnrit; of person and projwrtj as is enjoyed by white 
citizens, and are subject to like panishmeots, pains and 
penalties and to none other, any law, statate, ordinance, 
regnlation or ortstom to the contrary notwithstanding." 

It cannot be said that the limitation of negroes as wit- 
nesses to cases directly or indirectly concerning the interest 
or welfore of some colored person was a denial of any 
"right,'* since tlie power to "testify" in cases in which the 
witness is not a party interested in the outcome of the snit, 
cannot be claimed as a right; bnt it is to be r^arded either as 
a inivilege conferred by the oommnnity on the woald-be wit- 
ness, or ae a dnty imposed on him for the good of society. 
Yet whatever may be the abstract philosophy of the matter 
it was in foct a discrimination against negroes to limit tiieir 
testiinony to particular cases. 

While the General Assembly at Bichmond was repeal- 
ing the old stave code and trying to define the rights 
and privil^efl of the &eedmen, Oongress was debating titt 
Civil Bights Bill, which was passed over the Freaidenf s 
veto, April 9, 1S66. This bill declared "all persons brnn 
in the United States and not snbject to any foreign power, 
except Indians not taxed,'* citizens of the United States; 
and, in addition to the right to testify in all cases on the 
same terms as whites, it conferred on the negroes about all 
the rights enjoyed by white men except the right to sit on 
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Jories, to Tote, and to bold office. It also provided penal- 
ties (ox any attempt, on the part of any individnal or any 
mnnicipal or State officer, to curtail or deny these rights.** 

Hie effect of this bill was very &r-reaching. It em- 
boldened the negroes to demand various privileges they 
bad not yet enjoyed. As a single instance of this it may 
be veil to mention that, for abont one year after the close 
of the war, it was unsettled whether negroes had the right 
to ride on public street cars. After the passage of the 
Civil Bights Bill the negroes toward the last of April, 1886, 
decided to test their right to ride on the Bichmond street 
oars. This led to some riotous demonstrations, but the 
president of the road, after an interview with Oeueral 
John M. Scbofield, the military commander in Yii^uia, 
determined to recognize the privilege. Many of the citi- 
zens were dissatisfied with the concession, yet peaceably 
aoqniesoed in it.' For some time the cars were divided 
into two classes, one of which, indicated by a white ball, 
was for white ladies and gentlemen with ladies, tlie other 
for all Glasses. This arrangement contiDned antil May, 
1867.* 

The Legislature, February 27, 1866, passed an act 
declaring: "All laws in reapect to crimes and punish- 
ments, and in respect to criminal proceedings, applicable 
to white persons, shall apply in like manner to colored 
persons and to Indians unless it is otherwise specially pro- 
vided."* 

By this act all special ponlsbmentfi aud proceedings 
peculiar to n^;roee, except the minor discriminations 
against negroes previously mentioued in connection with 

«Pp. Slfr418, App. Qloba, 1885-6S. 
'Am«rtean Annnal Cyclopsedia, 1866, p. 769. 
•CbarlotteBTiUe Chronlcla, itaj i, ISBT. 

A colored preacher and hla wife were ^ected from the o»m at Biclt> 
moDd in Bqitember, 1S67. LTnchborg Tlim^aa, Sept. 39, VSltl. 
■Aotaia66-e6,p.U. 
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'the lepeEtl of the EdaTe code," w«re abolished. Whites 
and blacks wer« bheoceforth pat od an eqnidity before the 
lav in respect to crimee and panishmeDts. 

The Federal military authorities in the State soon 
after the passage of the acts of Febmaiy 27 and 2d, 1866, 
transferred to the civil courts fall jarisdiotion in all cases 
In nearly all the coanties of the State.* In a f&f places 
society vas so onsettled and the oonfliots between whites 
and blacks so frequent that the Federal aathoritiw did not 
feel jostifled in closing the Provost or Freedmen's oonrta 
In tlie faU of 1866, Oeoeral Terry reported that in three 
oountiee it had been neoesaary to restore Boreaii conrts 
after they had been abolished.^ These oonrts remained in 
York Coonty nntil the close of 1867.* 

AAer the restotatioa of the fall aathority of the civil 
tribunals in all cases, the agents of the Bnrean were 
reqalred by the order of the Assistant CommiBsioner of the 
Fteedmen's Boiean in Yii^inla to be present and to aid the 
colored litigants by their coonsel and advice in all trials 
witldn their jnrisdiction, inclndlng criminal trials or pre- 
liminary liearings before jtistioes of the peace, to which a 
oolored person was a party. It was the dnty of these 
agents to make an immediate report of "any instance of 
oppression or iqjnatioe against a colored party, whether 
proeecator or defendant, and also in case the evidence of a 
colored person shonld be improperly rejected or neglected." 
"They were also reqoired to examine and report if in any 
instance a jnstice of the peace, attorney for the common- 
wealth, grand jary, or other aal^ority refused jostioB to a 
oolored person by improperly Delecting a complaint or 
declining to receive an oath or sworn information tendered 



■F. Sn, llMuigM Mid Doaimiaiita of tJ. B. GoTwnmmil, 186MT. 
*P. 881, MwwiM and DocnunHita «( U. B. OovammMit, 1BST46. 
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by snch a person Tliereby a trial or proeecntion might be 
prevented throngh partiality' or pr^adice." 

After the paasage of the act of Febmary 28, 1866, 
□cgroes vere Id some instaneea denied the right to testify 
in cases in which they were interested. A flagrant example 
of sscfa denial was reported of the York Gonnty Court at 
its session held May 19, 1866. The proceedings of tJiis 
ooort were reported by the Frecdmen'e agent, bnt it does 
not fqipear that either the Federal or 9tate anthoritiee took 
aoy steps to punish the offenders.' 

In tiie Cironit Conrt of Alexandria Jndge Thomas, in 
1866, decided in a case in which it was attempted to intro- 
daoe colored testimony, that sach testimony was inadmis- 
sible and that congressional action conld not make it admis- 
sible, since the State had a right to decide who were com- 
petent to testify and had decided that colored testimony 
was not admissible in civil snite to which white men alone 
were parties. This decision of Judge Thomas was accord- 
ing to the law of Virginia as laid down in the Act of Feb- 
mary 28, 1866, in r^^rd to negroes as witnesses, bnt it 
was declared to be an infringement of the Civil Bights Bill. 
The ease was therefore removed to the United States Dis- 
trict Court.* 

A little later five magistrates of the Corporation Court 
of Norfolk refused to receive the testimony of a negro. A 
process was issned aoder the Civil Bights Bill in accord- 
ance with which the offending officials were arrested and 
held to bail to appear at the following term of the United 
States District Court' 

It does not appear that there were many attempts in 
Virginia to infringe the Civil Bights Bill in form, though 
it was often inMnged in spirit, the two cases above men- 

'Pp. 46-1}, Boiue DocnmsDt No. 120, Ist Sesdon Sfth CSon^raav, 
*F. 766, Amvfican Amiiul CycloiKedlB, 1860. 
*P. 7GB, Amerlcu Anoiwl Gyclopsdia, 1867, 
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tloned being the moat prominent instances of its tarmaiL 
inMngement. 

The Civil Bights Bill and the new Freedmen's Bnreao 
Bill passed July 16, 1 866, enconraged the negroes in their 
demands for eqnal rights with the whites. They were 
therefore not content with the Act of Febmary 28, 1866. 
allowing them to testi^ in all cases in which a negro was 
in any way iotArested. 

April 20, 1867, the Legislature of Yirginia passed the 
foUowing act in r^ard to negroes as witnesses:" 

"1. Be it enacted by the (General Assembly of Virginia, 
Hiat the act passed February 38, 1866, entitled an act in 
relation to the testimony of colored persons; and the 
twentieth section of chapter one hundred and seventy-aiz 
of the Code of 1860, conoerning the competency of wit- 
nesses, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

"2. Be It farther enacted, That hereafter colored per- 
sons shall be competent to testify in this State as if they 
were white." 

This act declared colored persons competent to testify 
"as if they were white." The partisana of the freedmeu 
declared that this concession was not made from an enlarged 
sense of duty to the negro, but was the result of external 
pressure in his behalf. 

Whatever may have been the motive of the Legisla- 
ture, this act came too late to be of any practical value. 
Seven weeks befon-. its euactment, Virginia had, by the 
passage of the Beconstruction Bill of March 2, 1867, been 
reduced to a military district, and placed under the con- 
trol of a Major-Qeneral of the United States army. 

The State authorities had, in the spring of 1867, con- 
ceded to the negroes freedom, religious liberty, the security 
of property and person, trial by jury, and the right to 
testify and to bold land. They also eqjoyed the rights of 

DAoti IBIKHIT, p. SflO. 
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aBSOmbly and petition, of fi-eedom of ap«ecli and tbe pieaa, 
and of owning and bearing arms. They were therefore in 
poflseesion of almost all the rigbte ei^foyed by vhltos, 
except tbe privilege of serTtng on jariee, voting, aod hold- 
ing office. 



CHAFTEB XL 

ESPBASOniSEXEST OF TBE FeEEDMXN. 

The oonstitntion formed by the "restored goveni- 
meot" ot Virginia at Alexandria in April, 1864, limited 
Bnffrage to "white male citizens of the commonwealth." 
The preamre of tbe evente of the war and the political 
sympathy of tbe government at Alexandria had not been 
Boffidently strong to prompt Cktvemor Pierpont and his 
Coitstitntional CJonvention to enfranohiee the negro.' It 
was therefore not to be expected that the great mass of the 
people of Tiiginia, who felt they bad nothing to gain and 
mooh to lose by snob a step, wonld consent to pat the bal- 
lot in bis hands. 

It was generally felt that it was neoessary to confer on 
the freedmen all the (avil i^bts and the political rights 
enjoyed by women and minors; bat that was as maoh as the 
whites were willing to concede. Meetings were held 
tbroagbont the State accepting emancipation, but protest- 
ing against the enfranchisement of the n^roee.* The rep- 
lesentative candidates for office were agreed that Vii^;iuia 



■Rlohmond Time*, Anput S2, ISflG. 
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waa a "rhite mac's" gOTemment Mr. Johnson, one of 
the most prominent oaodidatea for Congress in the Lynch- 
burg district, decliu«d that he "woald keep Virginia out 
of the Union (unrepresented at Washington) forty years 
rather than tolerate negro saffrage.'" The 0«neral Assem- 
bly of "rentored Yii^inia" was in sessiou in Biohmond 
Jnne 19-23, 1865. Speaker Downey, addressing the Legis- 
lators jnst before a^joomment, said: "Whatever th^ 
may do to other states, thank Ood, they cannot saddle 
negro snfi&age npon ns." 

The press of the Btat« almost aniversally opposed 
negro soffrage.* The Biohmond Times, Jnne 21, 1866, 
says: "The former masters of the negroes in Virginia 
have no feeling of nnkindness toward them, and they will 
give them all the encooragement they deserve, bat they 
will not permit them to exercise the right of Bofirage, nor 
will they treat them as anything bnt 'iree n^roes.' They 
are laborers who are to be paid for their services and pro- 
tected as are nnnatoralized foreigners. Infants and women, 
bnt vote they shall not." The Bnqnirer, Jannary 25, 1866, 
opposes n^ro snffi^e, "misc^^nation, and negro eqnal- 
ity," and declares that it does not like apian by which 
"the vote of a white man can be killed by that of a negro." 
March 24th of the same year it opposes negro snffrf^ nnder 
any condition. 

The Whig, December 24, 1866, predicts enfranchise- 
ment of the negroes, and urges the whites to make the 
negroes their friends. A week later it says that the enfran- 
chisement of the blacks will only add to the Southern repre- 
sentation in Congress if the whites are pmdent and wise. 
This newspaper consistently opposed negro soffirage, bnt 
orged the whites to keep the negroes from falling nnder 

^LynchbiirK Vlrgliilan, September 11, 186G. 

*riniM, June SI, ISSS; Enquirer, June 2S, 1866, October IE, LSSS, Ooto- 
bcrSG, 1868; Whig, Jttnnory 35, 1B66, December 24, 81, IBM; VtapaiOi, 
jBBouy S, 1887. 
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tlM iaflaence of "Malawags" aad "carpetbaggAis," if they 
aboald be enfranohiaed by congressioiial act. 

Id February, 1867, the LyDohbnrg Bepnblican main- 
tains that ultimately the ballot mnst be giren to respecta- 
ble and worthy negroes, and frnggests that Uiose paying 
taxes on two hnndred and fifty dollars worth of property 
be eofranobised. By this qi^lified aoffisge, it was said, 
the State might escape nnqnalified so&age, which the 
Jacobins in Congreefi were threatening to impose. 

The enfrancluBement of the negroes b^an to be dig- 
onned shortly after the war. In Jun^ 1865, a Bepoblican 
organization formed at Alexandria resolved, amongst other 
tfaii^B, "that the CooBtitation of Virginia should be 
amended lo as to confer soffrage upon, and restrict it to, 
loyal male citizens without regard to color. ' ' ' This was Ute 
flist time the Bepnblloan party committed itself to n^ro 
suffrage in Virginia, bnt unqnalifled negro snfiage was 
not yet advocated. A meeting of the radical Union men 
of Frederick coonty, at Winchester, Jane 28, 1865, opposed 
the entire exclusion of the colored race from the t)allot box. 

A negro meeting in Petersburg, June 7, 1R65, resolved, 
'lliat representation and taxation go hand in hand, and it 
is diametrically opposed to repablican institutions to tax 
OB for the support and expense of the government and 
deny us, at the same time, the right of representation.'" 

In ITovember, 1866, a convention of colored men met 
at Alexandria, severely arraigned the whites of the State 
and the Pierpont government which had been transferred 
from Alexandria to Biohmond in the early sammer of 1885, 
and asserted t^eir purpose to claim all the rights of white 
loen, including the franchise.' 

May 17, 1866, the "TTnoonditional Union Oonventioa" 

•B^l^iUo. Jmia IS, 19/06. 
•B^nbUe, Jum ID, 18GG. 
iLTiudibiirg Virsliilmn, Kor. 19, 1S6G. 
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met at Alszandria. About sixty delegates repreeeotiDg 
BeventeeQ coonties were present. Many of them vere self- 
appointed. John Minor Botts, a prominent and influential 
old time Whig, presided. Alter mnob debate, a resolution 
&Toriog qnalifled snffrage for both races was adopted. 
Botta opposed negro anffitige, bat vonld hare Toted for it 
if he had believed the people of Yii^nia vonld sanction iL' 

In the radical oonvention held in Philadelphia, Sep- 
tember, 1866, BottB Tigoronsly opposed nniversal manhood 
soflrage. The other delegates from Virginia favored it. 
Bev. James W. Hnnnlcntt, a delegate from Viirginia irho 
afterwards achieved notoriety as a leader of the radicals 
and negroes, fiivored the enfranchisement of all men except 
"rebels." The convention adopted a report fiivoring 
"manhood suffrage." Thereafter the Bepablican party 
-was committed to nnqoalifled n^ro sof&age. 

Yarions motives inflnenced the advocates of n^ro 
enfranohisement. Many of the radicals vere sincere in 
their efforts, believing that the ballot only vonld protect 
the late slaves and fit them for the responsibilities of citi- 
zenship. Many white agitators were seeking their own 
advancement through the black voters. Others wished to 
aveoge themselves upon the former ruling class. The 
negroes themselves came to believe that freedom without 
the privilege of voting and holding office was a ^ilnre. 

The hostility to n^ro snf&^e was not perceptibly 
mitigated during the year 1866. Febroary 16, 1867, the 
Charlottesville Chronicle, one of the most careM and con- 
servative papers of the State in all its editorials, said: 
"The people of Tirginia prefer military law — very harsh- 
est military law, yes even Tiberius himself" rather than 
the negro suffrage laws then beiog discussed by Congress. 

The Legislature in a joint resolution, February 6, 1866, 
declared: "That Virginia will not voluntarily change the 

■BnqiiiTer, Hfty 29, 18W. AbmImii Auaal CyobqwBdU, 1868, p. 789. 
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W^OBtment of political power bb fixed by the Conatihition 
of the United States.'" Febraar; 9, 1866, the "refitored 
gOTdTDment" of VigiDia at Alexandria had promptly rati- 
fied the thirteeDth amendment of the Constitntion of the 
United States.** A really representative JJegialatare of all 
Virginia had by their rewlntions of February 6, 1866, 
accepted tiie abolition of slavery as an aooomplished bet." 
The OoustitiitioQ aa amended by the tegislatiTe ordinance 
of Fetn-nary 24, 1866, limited snffivge to the vhite male 
citizenB of the Commonwealth of the age of twenty-one 
yeais.^ The Legislatore on January 9, 1867, ananimonsly 
is the Senate, and with one dissenting vote in the House, 
refosed to rati^ the fourteenth amendment.' These votes 
of the Legislature on the different phases of the negro ques- 
tiOD indicate very accurately the prevailing sentiment in 
Virginia. 

The white people of Virginia were in the spring of 
1867 almost unanimously opposed to "immediate universal 
manhood suffrage," which was thrust upon the State by 
the congressional Beconatiuction Acts.* They never be. 
came reconciled to unqualified negro suffrage, and by the 
Oonstitution of 1902 practically disfranchised most of the 
blacks. 

In Congress it was frankly avowed that the purpose of 
enfranchising the negroes was to secnre the perpetual 
aaoendency of the Bepnblican party in the nation through 
the support of these black allies.* If there had appeared 

•Aoti, 1S6M6, p. 440. 

BAela (Alexandria) ISSG, p. SO. 

°Aotl ISOtsa, p. 449. 

lAota ISOMe, p. 220. 

■Acta 1860-67, p. 606; Whig, jDnaarr 10, 1867; Waddell, History of 
Anpiata Cotmty, p. 840. 

■Prosp«atas Elcbinoud Daily fizaminer Norember 90, 1860; App. 
Qlobe 1S6»«T, p. 140. 

•Hi-. B<7Wi •pMdi, Qlotw ISBEMta, p. Stat. 
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any probability at that time that the n^roea would vote the 
Democratic ticket few will dare Bay that devotion to the 
prinoiplea of nnlTeisal eqnalit; would have indaced the 
Bepablican nu^ority in Congress to pnt the ballot in the 
hands of the freedmen. 



OHAPTEBXIL 

EDUOA.TI01!! CSS THE KBGSOEB FBOH 1866 TO 1867. 

The 8tatat« making it nnlawfal for n^roes on any 
condition to assemble for Instraction in reading and writing 
and for religions worship condnoted by a negro witlioiit the 
piesenoe of a white person was not repealed nntil Feb. 27, 
1866j yet they assembled as freely as whites, both in 
schools and religions meetings, for more than ten months 
after the close of the war, nntil by action of the General 
Assembly all restraints of this character were removed. 

Many of the most tbonghtfal men in the State urged 
that the late slaves shonld be eneooraged and assisted to 
aecnre as thorongh an edacation as they were capable of 
receiving,' They favored the education of the negroes as a 
matter of jnstioe, since it was nn£air to them to tnni them 
loose as freemen to win their own snpport and to compete 
with white men without giving them an opportnnity to fit 
themselves for the straggle. They also felt that the blacks, as 
ignorant and unskilled free men, wonld prove a serions 
burden and a positive danger to the State. The press of 
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the State generally advocated an earaeBt effort to educate 
and elevate them.* 

Many others of the most thonghtfU class felt that the 
IdackB ahonld be aided and enoonraged in getting only anch 
school training as wonld be oeefnl to Qiem as private per- 
sons and vonld enable them to pnrsae with saccees the 
common forms of labor and the trades to which they as 
slaves had been accastomed and to which they woald of 
necessity confine themselves in the fntnre. It was gen- 
erally felt tliat they woald not be called on to serve the 
State in a political capacity, and it did not seem probable 
that they would for many years be able to earn a living in 
the professions.^ 

A large nnmber of the people daring the firat two 
yean following the war were either indifferent to edncating 
the n^ro in any form or were positively opposed to It. 
Many of the more ignorant and illiterate whites were not 
plectsed with the idea of edncating and elevating the freed- 
men.' Slavery, which had formerly clearly distingnished 
the conditioD of the poor whites from that of the blacks, 
had been swept away. They now saw the negroes firee and 
aspiring to all the civil and political righte of the whites. 
Natnrally tliey did not relish the idea of becoming the 
rivals of the negroes whom they despised as an inferior 
race, and by whom tbey were in torn despised as "poor 
white trash." This class of whites now felt that it was 
more important than ever before to keep the blacks sharply 
distingolshed from the whites by artificial as well as racial 



•Gener&l Terry'R Report, pp. 18SS-1SS1, Globs ISOS^; OeDerml How- 
ard's Report, p. B6S, MeaugGa and Doonments of U. 8. GOTerninMlt, 
1808.07. Only the lowest cIabs of the whites opposed all forms of negro 
vdnoAtloti ftnd AdvjLnosment. 
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barriers. Tbey were therefore opposed to giving them train- 
ing and caltnie that voald reDder them rivala in the 
trades and would tend to obliterate the distinctions between 
the two races. -> 

As early ae October, 1S61, the American MiBsionaryl 
Association had opened schools for negroes at Fortressl 
Monroe.' As the war progressed interest in theiredaca-l 
tion increased in the North. Yarions societies, philan-' 
tbropic and religions, began to raise money to send teach- 
ers to the Booth. Theee teachers appeared in Yli^nia in 
considerable numbers in the snmmer of 1865. The Freed- 
men's Bnrean generally fnmisbed only the boildings and 
the material equipment The teachers were paid from 
fands collected in the North by the varions societies.* 
Schools were opened in which nearly all the teachers were 
white, many of them beiog women from Kew England. 
During the period ftom 1865 to 1867 a considerable nnm-. 
ber of negroes began to teach in these schools, yet the nnm-. 
her of white teachers Id the colored schools was always { 
about two-thirds of the whole teaching force.' By the dose 
of the year 1865 there were in Yirginia, mainly in the > 
sontbeaetem part of the State, ninetiy schools, one hundred 
and ninety-five teachers, and eleven thousand five hundred 
pupils.* By the close of 1866 the number of schoiris and 
stodents had considerably increased.' 

The officers of the Freedmen's Bureau from time to 
time reported tliat the feeling in regard to the necessity of 
educating the freedmen grew stronger each year. Qenend 
Howard, in his report at the close of the year 1866, says 

*F. 116, Virginia Sdiool Itoport ISH. 

«For tm exoeUmt Boooimt ot tha work of the«« tohoola from I8S1 to 
1870, ««e pp. 115-118 of YirginU Bobool Report 1870. 

>AiiiwloMi Annukl CjolopndJB 186T, p. 328. 

*Amni(MUi Anniul Crclopndin, 186B, pp. STS'TT. 

■American Annnal Cjclopffidla, 1S6S, p. SST. Tbere were more thui 
14,000 pQpili In Freedmes'* Kbools, Jmnavrj 1, 1SS7. 
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thore had been a noticeable change of sentiment in regard 
to uiigro schoole since the var. Leading statesmen were 
oi^riog the people to educate che negroes; religions oonven- 
tions had passed resolntions nixing apon their members 
the importance of giriog them instmction.* 

There iraB still some opposition to these schools by the 
whites. The Barean officers constantly complained that 
the more ^orant element of the population oootiDned 
their opposition to the enlightenment of the negro, and it 
seems that their complaints were well founded. Yet much 
of the ill feeling toward the colored schools was due not so 
much to an onwilUngness to hare the blacks edncated as to 
the manner in which it was being done and to the persons 
by whom these schools were condDct«d.* As has been meu- 
tioned elsewhere a very large part of these teachers were 
imbned with the radical abolition ideas of the North. They 
believed in egoality of rights and privileges for all races 
and colors, and enoonraged a certain fi-eedom of manner 
towards the whites which the whites were not prepared to 
tolerate &om the blacks. In a short time the negroes fell 
in a large degree onder the inflnenoe of the teachers. All 
this displeased the whites, who felt that the negroes were 

I being led to expect too mnoh in a social way, and were, at 
the same time, being alienated from their old friends and 

f masters. 

Another phase of this educational work that did much 
to disincline conservative citizens to encourage these ont- 
side teachers was that they were directing their efforts, in 
a very large d^^ree, to preparing the freedmeu to ask fhU 
political privileges. The pr^ndices engendered by two 
hundred and fifty years' acqnaintanoe with the n^ro as a 

*r. 6BG, Mmucm Mid DoooDiMita of thsU. aOoTarnmaiit, ISSMT; tlao 
p. 680, HMugM uid DocnmeDti ol the IT. B. QoTonimaat, 18ff7-6g. 

*L7iiohbiiTgVlrgliiiui, October as, IBflS; Whig, Aagiut 30, ISM; Oen- 
snlTenr'iRqKirt, Olobe 1865-66, pp. 188B-Bl;OeneTalHowBrd>a SepoTt^ 
Hmhcm mnd DoonmaDta of U. B. QoTenunent, 188M7, p. 6SS. 



oyGoo'^lc 



Negroes and Iheir Trtatment in Virginia, 18$S-47 86 

servile race voald not allow the Yii^^lanB to grant this 
withoat a straggle. Yet in some of the towiiB the oitizens 
from the first expreeBed a williDgness to co-operate with the j 
^ents ol the Freedmea's Barean and the NortberD philan- 1 
thropic sodetiefl. Where sach a feeling prevfuledi, the 
schoolB were soon turned over to the local municipal I 
authorities with the anderstanding that these schools should I 
continue for a stipulated time to receive the support from 
the philanthropic societies which had been given the 
schools before the assumption of tbeir control b; the city. I 
Such was the case with the city of Lynchbnrg.^ 

It was freely chained by some of these teachers that 
the n^ro school bnildings had been bnmed by the whites. 
The very small number of honsee destroyed and the absence 
of evidence to implicate the whites renders it highly proba- 
ble that scarcely a single building was destroyed by a white 
incendiary during that period.* 

In summing np the attitude of the whites toward ne- 
gro education, toward the teachers, and in r^;ard to rent- 
ing honses, General Terry says: "In some places the peo- 
ple cordially approve it (the education of the freedmen). 
Many have taken part in it. In other places the reverse is 
the case — some persons coming to teach the n^roes have 
not been permitted to rent a place, either for school or per- 
sonal occupation, and it has been reported to me tliat 
teachers sent to teach the blacks have been treated with - 
great contempt and in some places threatened.'" 

Many of the woitfay teachers were misnnderstood by 
the white people amongst whom they had come to labor. 
They therefore were not welcome from reasons before men- 
tioned. Others of these teachers withoat tact and eome- 

rCton. TMT7't R«port, Qloba 1866-66, pp. 18SS-S1. 

•P. 46, Bonne Docnment No. 130, lit 8m. SMh CongreM; p. 978, Ea 
Elax CoiupfracT, 3d StaAon 43d Congrea, 1873. 
*QU>be ISeS^ pp. 18BM4. 
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timee withont oharacter became involved Id difBcnlties vith 
the wbitee of the commnnity. Generally these brawls were 
not traced to their tme origin, bat were reported by the 
tAanhers and agents of the Bareaa as marks of hostility to 
the education and elevation of the late slaves. Owing to 
tlie agitation of the public mind, the most insignificant dis- 
turbance was magnified into a riot. Theee ontrages were 
the capital of the "scalawag," the "carpetbagger" and the 
tarbaleot negro politician on the one aide; on the other 
side, some of the whites indostrionsly spread abroad reports 
of the wildest plans and wrong-doing of the freedmen and 
their partisans. Chagrin at defeat, hatred toward the con- 
etnerors, hostility to the proposed new statns of the negro, 
and oppositiOD to the form and spirit of the edaoation 
being given the freedmen, disqualified, in a large measure, 
the whites from correctly estimating the teachers and the 
schools. On the other hand the Boreau agents and teach- 
ers interpreted any opposition to the teachers or their 
methods as hostility to any form of education for n^^roes. 

It is therefore very difficnlt to determine what part of 
the whites were in principle opposed to ne^ro edacatton; 
yet it is certain that a considerable element, generally of 
the more ignorant class, was unwilling to see the negroes 
educated or elevated in any way. 

The State Legislatnre in its session of 1866-66 and of 
1866-67 made no new provision for the education of either 
whites or blacks. The State was so impoverished by the 
war that it could hardly be expected to attempt the inangn- 
ration of a public free school 8yst«m for either raoe at that 
Hme. It is, of course, impossible to affirm positively jast 
what would have been the policy of the whites in r^ard to 
negro education if they had been left to solve this problem. 
The foct that the Legislatore in an act oonoeming appren- 
tices, passed January 30, 1866, provided that every minor 
bound an apprentice should be taught not only some bosi- 
nesB or trade, but also, "reading, writing and common 



oyGoO'^lc 



Ntgroea md Tktir Inatmatt i* PifprnMi, ISSS-tt 97 

aiitdunetde indDdiag tih« role of tliiee," indicates daaily 
that th« Legislatnm intended that in the Aitore there 
should be no differenoe between the edaoation given a 
white and black apprentice." By this act the fifth section 
of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the Code of 
1860 was so amended as to pat all apprentices, r^gaidleai 
of color, on absolntely the same footing in regard to edoea- 
tion as in all other respects. 

The pass^e of the Beoonstmction Acts of 1867 took, 
thra matter out of the hands of the whites. Moat of the 
thonghfcftil people had felt from the dose of the war ttiat 
some form of edaoation was necessary to enable the freed- 
men to take their new places in society. This feeling wm 
constantly growing amongst all elaesee. It is, therefor?^ 
probable that liberal provislonB would soon bave been made 
by the Legislature for their edncation. 



CHAPTER Xin. 

ApPKENnoB liAym m Yiboinia. 

It has been shown bow completely society was revoln- 
tionized and the home life of tlie negroes broken np by the 
war. Thoosands of negroes had deserted their children. 
Many yonng negroes, imitating their elders, refused work 
as nnbecoming freemen, and lived by begging and stealing. 
Many white patents had died leaving tlieir ehildreo home- 
less and friendless. There was during tbe years of 1S6S 
and 1866 a larger number of homeless, idle children in Vir- 
ginia than at any oOier period in her history. These young 

0Aot«16eM6,p.8a. 



oyGoO'^lc 



SB Negroet and Iheir IrecOmtnt vn Virspnia, ISSS-O? 

people were growing np in want and vice. Most of LheiA, 
vith DO r^pUar labor, were coming to manhood aod woman- 
hood witfaoat any trade or any dispositioD to support them- 
selves. For several years after the war many young 
negroes were fed, clothed, and sheltered by the Freedmen's 
Bnreaii and the army aroand whose headqaarters great 
throngs were congregated in idleness. 

The army officers repeatedly nxged the people of Vir- 
ginia to adopt some &ir system of apprentioeehip. Ifay 
6, 1866, General Halleck declared that, "For minors, not 
cared for by their parents, apprentice system will be intro- 
daced as early as practicable."^ The press of the State and 
the army officers considered the proper edncatios and train- 
ing of orphans and homeless minora one of the most serious 
qneetions before the people.' The army officers and Freed- 
men's Bnrean agents feared that the people of Vii^nia 
woald devise some apprentice system by vbich they woald 
receive the benefits of slavery withont its form. This lack 
of confidence in the sincerity of the people In dealing fairly 
with the negroes rendered more difficult the efforts to find 
homes and employment for the young n^roes. Jnly Ifi, 
1866, Gen. O. O. Howard iaaned orders to the agents of 
the Freedmen's Bnrean that they should supervise the con- 
tracts of freedmen, bat in no instance should "apprentice- 
ship or any substitute for slavery" be allowed.* This order 
was intended to prohibit only abuses of the apprentice sys- 
tem by which a person might conceivably be enslaved for a 
number of years; yet it, in its actual influence, discouraged 
all attempts to apprentice minors even on the most liberal 
terms. 

IF. 1091, Berlkl 97, Official Records of the War at the Rebelliou. 

„ , -. I; Richmond Tlmss. Hay 16, 

. 1316 Serial 91, Offielal Records. Qeaeral Howard, 
e Freedmea'sSarean. ordered that, ''State laws wftb 
«8hip viU be recogDiEOd by tblsBoreAn, provide' ' 
I of color.' ' Whig. October ft, 18es. 
■See Qeuval Howard's Order, Rlcbnumd Timef, jnlf IG, I8W. 
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In aome of the "OottoD States" during the anmmer of 
1866, there was some talk of the "gradual emancipation" 
plan and an "apprentice'' plan, the purpose of which was 
to mitigate the bad effects of "immediate emancipation" of 
all the slaves. These plans never foand any support in 
Tlrginia. The Richmond Times of May IS, 186K, disooss- 
ing them, says, "The edifice of onr fntnre greatness can 
be bnilt on free labor, and Virginia has something better in 
store for her than to play the dry nnrse for two or three 
hondred thousand n^roes for the next half century," 

Kevertheless it was realized by all tbat something had 
to be done to teach the throngs of idle young negroes hab- 
ItB of industry and force them to earn their bread. Novem- 
ber 4, 1S66, the Lynchburg Virginian says, "Apprentlce- 
sbip to prevent young n^roea from growing np in Idleness 
aod vagrancy should be a settled policy to be regulated 
upon some system of justice and &ir dealings between botli 
parties." It was generally f^lt that the two most impinrtaBt 
questions that would come before the Legislature to meet in 
December, 1865, would be the vagrant and minor negro 
questions. 

The Code of 1860 provided for "binding out" or "ap- 
preutidng minois under certain condittous."* It may be 
well to remaik that nearly all the apprentices prior to 1860 
were white, as there was In the whole State only a com- 
paratively small nnmbei of free negroes. The word 
"master" as used in the statute of I860 was not under- 
stood to imply any ownership of the "apprentiotf* or 
"bound person," but was a survival from the time when 
all men who held "appreDtices" or "bound p«a«on^' were 
masters of the trade or calling which the apprentice was to 
be tai^ht. It has been said that the use of the word 
"master" in the statutes of 1866 in r^ard to apprantloar 
indicates a pnrpoee on the part of the Legislature to place 

Hka» ol Tirginlft, pp. fi6M8T. 
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the *'boaiid peracn^' In the ralatiMi of a alare to hie em- 
plajwt. Soch is aab the oaee, for io areiy inatuioe in 
which the vord "master" occars in the Acts of 1866 aad 
1867 it Is taken frook the Code of 1860, which vas anacted 
to regnlate the relation of "master" and "^prentioe" 
when almost all the apprentices were white. It has DBTsr 
been elaimed that tdiere was any deeire to enslave or wrong 
the white apprentices. 

Aa "apprentice," aeoording to the statntes <rf Vir- 
ginia, was a minor boand antU twenty-one years of age in 
the case of a male, and to eighteen years in the case of a 
female, to perform services for a master, and to reoaiTa in 
tnm instraction in his trade or occnpation. There was 
nothing servile In apprenticeship, as will be seen by aa 
^»mination of the statutes regulating and defining the 
rights and duties of both master and apprentice. The 
Oonstitation adopted at Alexandria in the spring of ISM 
deolaKs: "Courts of competent jurisdiction may appreo- 
tioe minors of AAioan descent on like caDditionB provided 
by law for api»enticing white children." 

The Legislature of "restored Virginia" at Alezandrla 
enacted no legidatiou touching this qneetion. This ex- 
plicit constitntional provision was Bnf&t^mt, tdooe tdM 
Code of 1860 defined on what conditions white children 
could be apprenticed. When the Legislature of Viiginia 
met at Richmond in December, 1SS5, it took np the miiHn- 
negro question. After nearly two months it was decided 
to make only one change in the "master and apprentice* 
statutes of the Code of 1860. By this Code the master was 
not required to teach a "free negro" apprentice "reading, 
writiDg and arithmetic," which were required to be tangbt 
white apprentices. With this single ezoeptton the l&ws 
regulating white and black apprentices were the same. 
This section in the Code of 1860 read as follows; "The 
writing by which any minor is bound an apprentice, shall 
specify his age and what art, tra^ 9r bqsiqeeg be is tQ> be 
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teo^t. The master, whetliw it ia ezpready provldad 
therein «r not, shall be bound to teaeh the aame, and, 
anlem th« apprvntioe be a free negro, shall be bonod to 
taaoh him readiag, vrttJng and ooramoo arithmetic, inclod- 
ing Afl role of three."" It was amended Jannai7 SO, 1866, 
BD Hfl to i«ad: "The writing by which any nuier is boand 
an appnntice shidl petrify his age and what art^ tiade or 
bnsineea he is to be tanght The master, vhetiMr it Is 
ex^<e88ly provided therein or not, shall be bonnd to teach 
the «une^ and ■hall also be boond to teach him reading, 
writing fuid common aritfametio, ineladuig the mle of 
three."* 

llkia was Ihe only change made in the apprentice laws 
by tira Ij^islBtBre in ite seesion of 1866-66. By this 
ameandment white and blaek apprentioefi «>ere pat abao- 
IntHy on an equality. 

Jaooary 28, 1867, at its aeoond jseasioc, the Lagislatare . 
passed "an act concerning the authority of employers ovor 
minors in certain cases" which read as follows:' "That 
wfaenerw a minor is held to service or labw of any Und, 
fbr a period not less than one month, the emjdoyer naij 
exercise the same anthority, control uid diacdpline over Hie 
aHA minor as are bow ereroised by a master OTer an ap- 
prontJeey onless it shall be otherwise agreed In the oontiract 
fbr the onployment of said minor." 

Hie porpose of this act was to give the employer the 
same rights to oontrol and discipline a minor nnder oon- 
^laet fer a longer peoiod thui one month as were legally 
ennvised by the master over an apprentice. This statute 
eonferred on the employer no right to overwork, onder- 
{9tA or otherwise abuse tiie minor, sinee the "master and 
iq>prentioe" laws defined vny atriotty the rights and <Mi- 

>Cod* ol Vlrciiiia, p. 6SS. 
•A0tBlB6IHie,p.66. 

TAota laeMT, p. )wr. ' ' ;■, ■ ■ ,/ -■'; •-* 
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gatioDB of master and apprentice and provided legal reme- 
dies for the redress of an; grievance of either party.' 

The letter of this act applies to vhites and blacks with- 
out distinction; yet it vas enacted to give vhite employers 
more cimiplete control of the yonng freedmen, who, ac- 
cording to all aoconntB, were at that time a very nnreliable 
daas of laborers, and very little inclined to respect con- 
tracts and the rights of their employers. 

In 1865 and 1S66 the yonng negroes vere constantly 
making complaints to the ^ents of the Freedmen's Bnreaa 
that their white ^nployera ftece "infringing npon" their 
liberty by "whipping" them or nsing "harsh lai^pu^^e" to 
them. Often the Bnreaa agents gave a ready ear to these 
reports of outrages, however poorly attested. Beepeetable 
men who bad "inlHnged upon the liberty" of yonthfnl 
"Afi«- Americans" by nsing a switeh on thetr backs or by 
not addressing them "politely" were notified to appear and 
confront their accusers before the Freedmen's Coort. This 
act of January 28, 1867, had a tendency to fJiniiniah the 
nnmber of eneh cases by legalizing ao for as a State 
law, at that time, conld legalize anything, the power of the 
employer to discipline his yonng employee. 

This statute conferred on the employer no nnnsnal 
power, bat simply stated that he could lawfully exercise 
npon a minor, under contract for labor for a longer period 
than one month, the rights of a master over an apprentice, 
unless it was provided in the contract for such service that 
he was to eigoy no saoh right of control. It does not ap- 
pear that this act was ever abased, since by its own terms 
it did not go into effect nntll May 1, 1867. Before that 
time the Beconetmction Acts had reduced Virginia to a 
military district and had suspended to a great extent the 
operation of all the State laws. 



■Cod* ot y?rttliil«, psb~Si 
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OHAPTBB XrV. 

KbOBO MAltBIAOEB. 

The immediate effects of etnaDcipatdon on tbe marital 
relatioDB of tihe negroea vas diaastroos. The resnlta of the 
mir iLad freed them not only from slarery bnt also from all 
IbnuB of restraint, marriage among the rest. Hondreda 
and thonsands of marriages were disaolred at onoe without 
fbmiality, and new ones formed also without formality.* 
Bome negroes who had been "refngeed" away from home 
on the approach c^ the Union forces or who found them- 
aelvM for any reason separated from their wives, decided, 
at the close of tbe war, that it was "cheaper" to marry 
where they were than to retnm to their old homes to their 
former wires. 

ThonghtfQl people felt that this laxity was a serions 
peril to the fnture of the black race. The army officers 
r^ueeted clergymen and all others empowered to celebrate 
the rite of matrimony to call the attention of the negroes to 
the propriety of regular marriage." The Freedmen's 
Bureau made vigorous efforts to "re-eetablish the sanctity 
(tf the marriage relation amongst the freed people.*" The 
Tarions obnrches strove to impress them with the necessity 
of fidelity to their marital obligations and urged them as 
OiristianB and freedmen not to abuse their liberty by nin- 
Qing into licentiousneas and promiscuous intercourse. Thq 
effraiB of the army officers, Freedmen's agents, and minis- 
tats were fidrly effective.^ 

VnfflD, Tha NeKTo bb a Politloal and SooUI Factor, pp. 14, 17. 

■a«n. Hklleeh's Order, Serial 97, OtBcdal Reoorda of tha War of the 
Babamon, p. USl. 

iMaMaiaa and Docnnienta of U. B. GoTemineitt, 186&W, p. 065. 

>R«T. B. A. Harrii, a oolored mlnlBtar, applied to tiia Court of Hiut- 
it» to Rlchmoiid forUotoaa antliorislDg bim to paiformtha marrfaca 
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Before the war there had been no legal provision for 
the murriage of negroes in Virginia. No lioense was isaaed 
far their marriage and no record «ib made of the simple 
ceremony by which they vere declared man and wife. 
Them marriages were BaLemnised 1^ negro miniaters and 
vere respected iritfa a oonsiderable degree of fidelity. As 
has already been said, these anions irere disaolved irith 
great recUeesness at the close of the war. The Legislatare 
felt that something most be done to give greater force and 
Banotity to the domostic relation among n^roes. Febroary 
22, 1866, an act was passed providing for the marriage of 
colored peisons in the ftitnre on the same oonditiong as 
were prescribed for whites.' By this act a license issued 
"by a oonnty or corporation clerk was necessary. AAer the 
marriage a record of the whole proceedii^ was to be made 
in the clerk's office. 

Daring the years 1865 and 1866 the military aathori- 
ties and the Freedmen's Boieaa agents had done mach to 
enconrage the negroes to marry according to prescribed 
forms, and had made a record of fdl sneh marriages ae had 
been solemnized by their anthority or acknowledged in 
their presence. Many negroes had been married nnder the 
direction of these offion^. Many others who had been 
"cohabiting as man and wife*' for years appeared before 
them and on the payment of a fee of twenty-flve cents wens 
given a certificate of their relation as hnsbsnd and wife. 
In A.pril, 1867, the Ctoneral Assembly instrocted the Gov- 
ernor to obtain tram the United States anthoritles the 
records of all such marriages and acknowledgments by 
n^roee and to cause them to be deposited with the d^ks 



MTMnoi^, but WH refniad on the groimd thmt tharo waa do lawlorgrant- 
lag noh licuiM. Bnqnlm, Kov. 16, 1846. Tb* FrMdmrn's Conrt In 
BlobmoBd MithorlMd the lanunoe of Uomim to ntgroM vlahlnc to C*t 
nutRted. Swiiilrar, Doo. 11, ISflS. 

Uati UflMM, K>- SMB. 
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ol tbe Mveral coButiea of the State ' to pteaerve evldeuiM 
for l^timatiziiig tlLe oi&priiig of anoli marriagM."* 

By theee acts all marriages before th* var wem l^jal- 
iaed; the ckildren of Bach nnioas were declared l^tamateb 
The records of marriages oontraoted in the nuaetUad period 
following die war were pieserred, aod the marriage of col- 
ored peraoDS in the fatnie was provided foe on the aaae 
oonditaons as were prescribed fw whites. 



CHAPTBB XV. 
Ihh D UKEonOK. 

Daring Ihe war the coadoct of the slaves toward their 
masters' families was in the highest decree praiseworthy. 
At the close of the war there was very little fiar that the 
negroes would make insurrection against the whites. Only 
two nprisingfi of any importance had ever oocorred in the 
State; namely, Gabriel's attempt near Biohmond in 1800, 
which amoant«d to little; and Nat Tomer's in Southamp- 
ton connty in 1831, in which flfly-ftve persons lost their 
lives.* These occorrences excited temporarily great terror. 
In 1860 a generation had passed without another snob 
attempt, and the rural whites dwelt in confident seoority 
in the mldat of a colored population nnmerically greatly 
superior in a iaxgo part of the State. 

Before the war It had been feared that horrible «z- 
cesses wonld fallow the immediate emanoipation of the 

lAota teeMn, p. sgl 

*lIliior'B IiutttiitM, VoL I, p. U». im anmbw «Uln tetnionidf 
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dares. Tbeir exemplary coadnct daring the 'wnr had 
^most entirely dissipated tliese fears. In a few seotiODS 
there iras, in 1866 and 1866, sonie apprehension that the 
armed Creedmeo would rise against the whites. General 
Terry was nrged to disarm them, which he declined to do.* 
No nprising followed. There were freqnent collisioDS be- 
tween white and blaok individuals, bnt there was no insur- 
rection of one race against the other. 

The Code of 1860 provided the death penalty for incit- 
ing n^roes to insnrrection. ' There waa no penalty for 
inciting whites against negroes. The L^clatnre, Febra- 
ary 9, 1866, enacted: "That the fourth section of chapter 
one hundred and ninety of the Code of Virginia for eighteen 
hundred and sixty be amended and re-enacted so as to read 
as follows, to wit: 

"§4. If any person shall conspire with another to incite 
the colored population of the State to make insurrection, 
by acts of violence and war, against the white population, 
or to incite the white population of the State to make 
insurrection, by acts of violence and war, against the 
colored population, he shall, whether such Insarrection be 
made or not, be punished by confinement in the peniten- 
tiary for not less than five nor more than ten years."^ 

This act repealed all special panishments for inciting 
n^ro insurrectionB, and provided a penalty of from five to 
ten years in the penitentiary for inciting either whites or 
hiacks to insurrection. The comparative mildness of the 
penalty Indicates that the Legislature apprehended little 
danger from uprisings of one race against the other. 



*aMwr*l Tarr^'B (•atimonj', CwgraMlonal Qloba, 186640, p. ISSi. 
'Cod* of riiginlft, p. 7SB. 
*Acti UaUie, p. 81. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 
Sbpasatb Oeusoheb fob NsaBOSB. 

Before the war it waa anUvfnl for negroea to meet for 
religions worship ooodDCted by a colored person nnleeB s 
white man was present* This statate was freqaently dis- 
r^arded. There were many n^ro preachers who were 
respected by their masters and who exerted a wholesome 
influence on the slaves." They veie illiterate bnt fervent 
and freqnently pioos. It was also anlawfn! for negroes to 
assemble for the pnrpose of being instraoted in reading and 
writing. Noctnmal meetings of any kind were onlswftil. 
After the war the whites offered no objection to the ednca- 
tion of negroes or to religions meetings conducted by 
negroes without any snpervlsioD of whites. 

Almost all slave owners gave more or less attention to 
the religions and moral growth of their own slaves. The 
plantation of every pious master had its Sunday school, in 
which the negroes were instmcted by enthusiastic itinerant 
white preachers and frequently by the pioos women of the 
family. Many negroes were members of the same chnrches 
as the whites. A place was always reserved for them, 
sometimes in the body of the cborch, bnt more often in the 
galleries. In some places separate chnrches were built for 
them by snbscription of their masters. Many of the ablest 
whit« ministers preached to these negro congregations from 
time to time. 

There were no separate ecclesiastical organizations for 
blachs. Most of the negro church members were Baptists, 
but they were not found in that church alone. After the 
dose of the war most of the colored members withdrew 

■Code, p. eia 

°01]iut«d, SMboud B1*T* BUt«a, VoL I, p. IIB. 
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from tlie Baptist Chnrcli and formed a separate orgaoizatioii 
with tbeir ovn chnrch bnildings and preaoherB.* In this 
they were encouraged by the vfaitee. Before the cloae of 
1866 the colored Baptist chnrches of the Soath formed a 
namber of aasociatioDB which put themselves in connection 
witbtheNorthemBaptistsotieties. In the American Baptist 
(African) Afiasionary Convention which met ia Biohmoud 
in Aogoet, 1666, nearly all the Sonthem States werere[«e- 
smted.* Schools were maintained at Alexandria, Col- 
peper, Frederieksborg, Williamsburg, Fortaiaoath and 
Biohmond, in which speciid attention was given to train- 
ing colored mlDisters.* 

The Oeneral Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian 
Charch, November 15, 1366, considered the relation of the 
freedmen of that charoh to the white membere. In tlie 
varions ^nods tiuoo^ont the South there were earnest 
disooBsious in regard to the fraternal standing of the col- 
ored men in the Presbyterian Church. By some it was 
orged that n^roes, from the nature of Christianity, were 
entitled to become deacons, ruling elders, or minisleis of 
God, and that in the ehorch sessions and aseembliefi titey 
were entiUed to "perfect equality." Others warmly op- 
posed this view as leading to miseegenation of the raoes.^ 

In the first general conference of the Mettiodi^ EpiBCo- 
pal Chnri^ South, after the war, in April, 1866, at New 
Urieans, it was provided that the negroes could be oi^;an- 
ized into separate congregations and have their own preacb- 
en, presiding elders, and other offioprs.' 

In reoonstmction days the negro preachers were prom- 

iFeytcB, HMory o( An^Tut* Conntr, p. 8S ; pantpUot hj P. G. Rnfln 
(Randolidi &, EngUah, Bichmond) , 

lAmuio&n AnnuBl Cyolopedlo, IBM, p. 67. 
■Amarioui A nnnal C^olopndl*, 1867, p. 87. 
<Amaric«n Anoaal Cyolopndik, 1666, p. 63E. 
'AmsrloMi Annnal OTdopwdla, 180B, p. till. 
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imut spokesmen of their race. Few of the blacks coold 
read, all were excited and inqnisitiye abont their fbtnre 
oonditioa. The oratory of the radical leaders and colored 
preachers was the chief sonrce of political information and 
knowledge that they tmsted. The ministers were confi- 
dent, fervid, and wordy. Many of tbem were immoral 
and neglected the GkMpel fw politics and sociology. 

Within a few years after the war practically all of the 
negroes withdrew from all the white eocledastical organiza- 
tioDS, and formed nameroas denominations entirely inde- 
pendent of white control or direct influence. A great 
maMplidty of ehorch aooietiea sprang up in each of theae 
aecte. The social Bide of cbnrcb life was highly developed. 
The church bnilding with its festivals, social meetings, and 
revivals became the sociiU center of the colored commonity. 
The members contribnted liberally to the bnilding of the 
ohnrchee and to the support of their ministers and choroh 
enterprises. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

Bffeotb or THE Beoonbtbttciion Acos. 

The Beconstmction Act of Congress, March 2, 1867, 
was an attempt of the radicals to force the Sonthem people 
to recognize the civil and political equality of the colored 
race. This act vlrtnally destroyed the government of Vir- 
ginia and changed the State into Military District bomber 
One, of whioh General John M. Schofield of the United 
States army was made commander.* The negioes were 

*In tbe main Quo. BchoSeld dltcharnd the dnttea of his offle« with 
tact and Bympathy. Through him Virginia waa spared much that other 
■tatvB Baltered, Bee his natobloeraphf , Forty-dx Years in the Aizajt 
Chapter XXI, tor blB aoQOiwt 9t oia adiididEtTatlon. 
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en£raucliiaed and the last vestiges of tbeir iDferiority, civil 
and political, were wiped oat by Federal legislatiou. 

It was felt by many tliat the tradidoDal influence of 
the old masters would lead the enfraochlaed freedmen to 
vote with the whites.' John M. Botts favored enfranchise- 
ment of the negroes as right in principle bnt opposed it as 
inexpedient since he believed they would vote with tlieir 
old Democratic masters. 

Kegroes attempted to vote in a mnnidpol election in 
Alexandria early in Mandi, 1867.' Abont fourteen hun- 
dred votes were presented by the negroefl and were declined 
by Qte election ofKcers. This denial was severely tariticised 
in the North and in Congress. The whites withheld the 
ballota from the blacks as long as it was possible for them 
to do ao. After Oongress had enfranchised the freedmen 
many of the leading newspapers urged the whites to strive 
to maintain their influence with them and thereby prevent 
their &lling under the leadeiship of the radicals who had 
for some time been growing in inflaence with them.* 

Many of the negroes announced that they wonld vote 
with the whites. In most cases they were ostracised and 
intimidated frequently by the women of their race or by 
radical organizations such as the Union League. Demo- 
cratic n^roes were denied membership in many churches. 
It was feared that a general collision of the races woold be 
precipitated by the ill advice of incendiaries and radical 
white leaders, amongst whom Bev. J. W. Hnnnicntt, tlie 
editor of the radical newspaper, the Bichmond "New Na- 
tion," and Judge Underwood, of the Federal Court, were 
very prominent and influential.'' 

*BlobmoiidDl^»t<ih,Haivli38, 1887, AprUB, 1887; Whig, HMvh S, 28, 
April 1, 1S67. 

BRlohmoiid Bnqnlrar, HMch 8, I8S7. 

•Blohmotid Buqnlrar, Maj 18, 31, 1887; Richmond Kepnbllc, July S. 7, 
U6B; Blohmond Whig, April I, ISB7. 

DJUchmond Knqnino-, Haroh 36, Haj IS, 1807 ; Dlipatoh, Jose 30, 1867. 
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The representative newspapers advised the negroee to 
remain friendly with their old masters and not allow them- 
selves to be mined by talk and politics.' At the same 
time the white people were arged to explain to the n^^oes 
their rights and duties as voters, bnt it waa everywhere 
felt that honest, conscientions citizens ooald not bid against 
Hnnnicntt and the radicals for the vote of the n^oe& 
The Union Leagne was the chief agency by which the 
negroes were organized and pitted f^ainst the whites. 
This organization was pecaliarly adapted to the character 
of the blacks. In it they were ia8trnct«d in the prlvil^^ 
and duties of citizenship and special stress was laid on their 
obligation to oppose the whites and to support the Bepnb- 
lican party which had given them the ballot.* It early 
became manifest that the negroes would vote solidly with 
the radicals.* More than ninety-three thousand blacks 
voted in the election in October, 1867; only six hundred 
and thirty-eight voted with the white conservatives. 

The Frcedmen's Bureau officials nrged all negroes to 
register and vote for delegates to the convention which was 
soon to be called to frame a State constitution that would 
give the n^roes fall civU aud political equality.* Almost 
every male negro of legal age promptly roistered. Army 
officers and Bureau agents were given the preference in 
making appointments of registrars. 

The whites were apathetic. Many neglected to ras- 
ter although the leading men and press urged all to regis- 
ter and vote.* Afany were so disgusted at negro suffi^;e 
that they declared that they would never vote again.* 

iBIohmond Buqnirco', April 3, 37, ISfl7; Whig, April 1, 1S97. 

Qlooanwiitg R«latitis to KeooOBtrDotloii, edlt«d by W. L. Fleming. 

■Bichmond Bnqnirar, May 31, ISflT. 

1li<dmioiid Enqolrer, Jime 1, 1867. 

iRIohmond Enquirer, June IT, 1S6T; Whig, March T, 1S6T. 

•Bichmond Dupatch, April 6, ISOT. 
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"nis iTM Terj onfortimfttB u it made it eaner for the radi- 
oala «id negroes to dominate the State for aevoal yean. 
About forty-foar thoaaand roistered white voters neglected 
to vote in the eleotioQ of October, 1867. Oongreesional 
acta exelnded many Oonfederate eoldiets fix>m voting and 
almoBt all of them i>(Hn holding office, since an officer was 
nqnired to take tbe "t»t oatb" that he had not engaged 
in armed revolt against the United Btates, or given "aid or 
oomfi}rt" to the Oonfederate cause. 

Koay deolared that negroes were not eligible to c^ce 
vaSer the Beoonstrnotion Acts.^ The colored inhabitants 
of Alexandria bad nominated candidates for office Harch 
1, 1867.' In the Kuamw of t^e same year a considerable 
number of ibean were nominated and in October tweo^-five 
wece elected members of the Oonstitntional Convention. 
Their right t» hold office was soon generally recognized. 

The peasage of the Beoonatmction Acts in the spring 
of 1867 eneooraged anew the negroes to hope for the oon- 
AMBtion and dirteion of the lands of the Confederates 
Knei% &M We slaTea. In Seirt«mber, 186§, "radical Mnls- 
Sarie^' in Bnoldn^iam uid a^'oining connties urged the 
nagnes not to work fijr the whites and to assert their claims 
to tbe land.* All confiscatory schemes were ardently snp- 
ported by most of the blacks. Nevertheless most of the 
Bepnblioan leaders in Vi^iniB in the enmmer of 1867 dia- 
ooiusged the negroes in their clamor for confiscation. 
Many &rms oooapied by freedmen were restored to the 
ewnars in a oompaxatively short time after the war. 

It was more diffioolt to seonre n^ro labor after March, 
1867, Utan it had been before, inasmatdi as abont all negroes 
gave themselvies up to pt^tics.' After r^lstration b^;aa 

fRlohmond Dispatch. April 18, Jo^ 11, IMT. 

JRloimiDiid Dbpatoh, UkToli 6, 1867. 

•Richmond WUg, Eta|)t. II, ISIIS. 

oBIobmondlBqiilm, AprlllB,UBT; Diqwtoh, Jnljr 8, ISST. 
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they beeame more dnmoraUzed than tb^ had ever been 
belove (h&ttime. 

Bnooantera between vbitee and blEwiks becMne m«re 
fi<eQaent Id May an agitator waa arrefited on the charge 
of inciting the negroes to acts of violcnoe and inaarrectioKi, 
He nrged them to asaeit their claima to all the ri^hte Uld 
piivilegea enjoyed by white people in any Northera at^, 
inotnding the right to ride in street cars and to sit in any 
^□Toheeand theatres. lS«gro riots such as oeonrred in 
Bi^mond in May, 1867, aUnned the people. It ■Wfa 
ffeared that the relations of the raoes voold ooi^iBvaUy 
gi«iw worse.* There was mtich reckiMB talk. A de:^:ate 
to &e Philadelphia Coaveotion in September, 1866, said 
that the n^roes moat ha drilled and ot^anized for flghtjug 
the whites.' He prophesied a **rioh San Xtomingo" in thf; 
Sontb when "the rebels attempt to role the blacks.*' Yet- 
many influential n^^oes Btrove to avert any ill feeling ba- 
twaen the races.* The rel^dam of tihe raoea beeame move 
straiiicd and nnsatufaotory than at any previous time in 
the hiBbory of the State. 

Many white men f<dt that it was not prudent or patri- 
etie to stand haughtily apart and allow the negro voters to 
feU under the iKflnecce of radicals and aelf-seekets to tbiB 
hnit nf every interest of society. They denied the wiBdoin 
or omatituttonaUty of the means by which the n^^roea bad 
been made citiaenB and voters but oonsidared it wise te 
neegniee actual oondltions and to strive to neotraUpp as 
far as possible the btmefal inflnenoe of eelfidi leaders oa 
the negroes. These whites soon found it impossible to ce- 
opwate with the black voteis who sospeeted their metives 
and implicitly trusted the "aealawags," "carpetbaggers," 
and tlieir own leadeis. 

iBJohmoDd Boqalrer, Hay U, 1891'. 
>Whfc, Bapt. S, ISM. 

^vmirn, vmj ifl, mo. 
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A. wide diffiereDoe of opinion appeared as to wbttb 
conree the Qeneral Assembly shoald pniHtie. Borne arged 
tluMi it BhoDld call a ooostitational convention and toko 
steps to pnt into effect the proTiaions of the BeconBtmotlon 
Acts. A large and respectable gronp opposed this coarse 
and &vored a policy of "passivity."* They ai^ed that 
the people shonld avail themselves of tlie delay aJlowed by 
the law in hope that the State might yet be spared tbe 
shame and humiliation of oni venial negro enf&age imposed 
upon It by Uie Federal Oovemment The newspaper dis- 
oossions of this question were very acrimonions. 

A State convention, called by the Bepnblican Commit- 
tee, met in Bichmond April 17, 1867.' Of the two hundred 
and ten del^iates present one hnndred and sixty were ne- 
groes. Abont one half of the State was represented. Very 
radical reeolntions were adopted. Confiscation was de- 
manded by almost all the negro delegates. Some of the 
speeches were of a very inflammatory character. The 
ue^croee at this tame were completely nnder the infloenoe 
of Hnnnicatt. Many TMpeotable fiepoblicans were dissatis- 
fied with the radical policy of Hnnnicatt and the n^roes.* 

Aboat ihis time eSbrts wexe made to form a Bepnb- 
lican party in Viigibla lees radical than the Hnnnicatt or- 
ganization. The Bichmond Whig became the advocate <^ 
this movement. Late in April a convention in Petersboi^ 
formalat«d a platform which, it was hoped, was radical 
enongh to meet the approval of the Korth and not too rad- 
ical to win the sapport of the conservative Bepnblicans of 
Virginia.' This platform did not receive mnch popnlar 

The Bnqnlm w*a the loader of tha "puetTtty" KTonp. Hoat of tha 
other leading iiew*p«p«n faTorad a prompt aooaptanoa of the proTleloM 
of tha ReooiuLnioiioit Acta. 

'Enqnlnr and Whig, April IS, 1S67. 

*WMg, April s, lasr. 

rrhla pUtfonn dMuandi * * "that tha pollttoal power of tha Btata 
■hallhenoaforqibapoMfM^d mi1 ej^oMMt t? wblt« w4 Hm*^ •Ilka; 
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SDpport Governor Peirpont, John H. Botts and other 
strong men bad always denied the regalarity and legiti- 
macy of the Bicbmond Convention. The Petersbai^ Gon- 
ventloD accepted Botis as leader of tbe movement against 
Honnicatt and the eztieme radical oi^anization. 

A call for a new convention at Charlotteeville to 
organize the Bepablican party in tbe State was signed by 
more than three hundred men.^ Uany of these were old 
line Whigs of character and inflnence. Hannicntt and the 
radicals ignored this call. 

The Beoonstraction Committee in Washington now 
intervened. Throogta its influence the 'HTnion Leagoee" 
of some of Uie great cities in the North undertook to bring 
abont harmony between the radicals and conservatives. In 
Jane, 1867, abont fifty men representing the two &i^ons 
met in Bicbmond to try to bring harmony amongst the 
friends of the n^ro. Judge Underwood, Senator Wilson, 
John M. Botts, J. W. Hnnnicutt, and John Hawxhnrst 
were prominent in this meeting.^ It was decided to recall 
the call for the Oharlotteeville convention and to call a 
convention at Bichmond, Angast 1, to formulate a party 
platform. Bichmond was at this time the center of radical 
inflnence. On the whole, Honnicutt and the radicals had 
tainmpbed over Botts and the conservatives. 

Abont this time a movement for coalition between the 
whites and the blacks appeared in the State. Jnly 1 many 
of the leadii^ citizens, socially and politically, of Albe- 
marle oonnty, met in Charlottesville to consider tbe wis- 

* * that > naw conatltQtloii shall be framed wblob ihall prorlde that aU 
mm, whlt« or black, wltboQt referenoa to prerloni cwnditloni of aarrl* 
tnde, iball be perfeotlr equal before the lawi, both Id reapeot to polltloal 
^Tlleree and power and of civil rights ; and that all lawi craatiiig djitloe- 
ttona or dlfleroiiMa of any aort between panoni of differeat raoM ihall b* 
UBOonititiillonal, nnll, and Told." 

nnqnlrOT, Hay 21, ISer. 

*BnqtilrM-, Jnna 19, 1S07. 
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A«a aod pnetfoabilitr M' "oo-operatioQ" with the MoiTUi- 
tJOQ Called to Buxk in Btchmond, Aoffast 1," They ^- 
prened a desire to "oo-opsrate" with the JBe^blioBft partly 
and forty-six delegatoB irere appointed to r^resenfe tii^ 
in the BiolunbDd eonveiition. Practically all tbese *'od- 
operators" bad been active and oonsistent> snpportMs of 
the Oonfederaoy, and wonld bare won for tlfe BepnblieitB 
pArtj ttae support and eonfida>ce <^ maoh of tbe beSb wU4e 
eltmeDt If tfaey had beoome fdentified with tliat oi^ttniaa- 
tion. Other oonnties decided to "oo-opwatny" and S^fcas 
delegates some Of their most distlngnished eitiscaa. 

The "co-operators" acoepted negro Nffrage as va 
aooompliebed &ct. Tkey hoped to seoare tiie Support Af 
tbe freednen and to leavwi ttae radieaJisn of the BftpaMi- 
ean party. In snoh a eofUition the leadwB ^'oold harfe 
been white men. TUis plan did not eoiMacBd itself to tiie 
oe^oa^ who demacded a "fair dlvisioii of all offloes," 
and daclaf ed that wherever two mtitt *ere rtected or Vfh 
pointed to otBoe one of tbfAn nast be a n^ro> H'SBnieatt 
and the radicals did not velo(Hne tbe overtures of tba 
*'«o-operators." 

The oiHiveBtion met In ttae African ohnrch, is BIA^ 
mond, on tlie appointed day. The negroes thronged eovdnd 
the cbarcta as early as seven o'olock hi the momtiig and 
ponred in and Slled the bnildisg when ttae dooiB were 
opened at eleven. Atwat two thousand negroes, Ur. Botts, 
and the white "oo-operator" d^^ates were ICA ontside. 
This c<mvention wan made np of negroes, except ttte fiftf 
white delegates who bad attended tbe April convention. 
Hnnoicatt addressed the "mass convention" in the chnrch. 
He said that the only work before ttae meeting was te 
"endorse" ttae April platform.* It was ppomptiy '^«b- 

OAnqnlrer, Jnly 8, 1887. 
■ChuIottMYlUe Clumilols, Jnlj' 9, ISSf, 
Biujalrar, A^VlM 3, 1887, 
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donwd." A motioii to sttow Botte to address the eonvon- 
ttwi vas loat admost imanimeiHly. 

Many of tbe ranntrf negro del^at«a were not sdmltled 
into tit* ohweh. Thtst, with the t^rei^ of negroes aroaad 
tte church, rep^ed to the Oapitol groBods aod irora ad- 
dtreaaed l^ John Hawxhnxst, a bitter ladieaiL The ^'oo- 
operaton" were huddled iogether on the oatakirts of the 
tbnmg. BottB and the ooDservstiTe Bepnblieang were 
Igonved. ¥he MooTOperati<on" morement had &iled. 3^ 
nepiMS had deflidtely deotined the oTextares -of tlie whit«e 
and oomimtted all to the raffical leaders. 'Cbia trinmidi of 
IJM ladioala and negroes disgosted and disconraged tike 
wldtee, iriMi h%A hoped tiiat the negroes ooald be indnced 
fea aooepi. the leadership of their former mastera After 
tiiifi Bomeof the -Union Leasee refused tn admjt white aian 
•a uemben.^ 

A(a -eteetimi was capered -for October lS-21.to deter- 
mine whether a constitntioaial eonventiaa «hoald be eaUed 
aadtoekot'dricgateB to this oen*ention if the popular vote 
shoitM 'favor it. The eampaign sraa energetically «en- 
Atuted ^ the Tadieals. Many ef tdie negroes ^sa/te tbeBi' 
aAvte xtp completely 'to attendance >apoo ^political meetings 
•nd •dteenaidQBS of politics. fMiany jof-tham were nonti&ated 
for office, about one-third of the radical Bepoblioan ncaaoi- 
■ees b^iBf* black, in BiAmoad the radicate oominated 
tiuce irttMes and tiro tAacks. 

Tbe'eqwAity of«U men before the conrts,. equal oi»fl 
and political rights for both raoes, foee echools for a>l 
oltMBCH and <eoloi«, and the right of negvoee to -haU any 
effiee wane leading featores of 1^ vadioal platfoiui;' 

Thetotol registration of roteis was oeariy two hwi- 
ndied and .twenbyHdz: thoostutd; of this nnmber atmnt aae 
tomdred and twenty thonsand w^ve white and almost one 

■*Bo(iiim>ntB-B« l «tliig to HoeetxtKfwMoa, «dltad br FIemfai|,-No.-8,'p. 4. 
'Bnqnlrer, April, IS, IStT. 
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handred and dz tboasand vere colored. Neverthelees in 
the election the blacks cast over Beventeen thousand more 
ballots than the vhites. About forty-fonr thonaand regis- 
tered white voters had lailed to vote, bnt only abont twelve 
thoosand aeven handred registered negroes remained away 
from the polls. Of the one hundred and five del^ates to 
the Constitntlonal Convention, the radicals elected seveoty- 
two, of whom twenty-five were negroes, and twenty-seven 
were from other stat«e and foreign conntries. Ooly abont 
six hundred and thirty-eight negroes voted with the whites. 
This shows how completely the radicals had won them, 
despite the efforts of their old masters to inflaenoe tlieir 
ballot There was a nl^jority of abont forty-five thonsand 
in £»vor of calliog a oonstitntional convention. The radi- 
cals were jubilant and confident of their future. The 
negroes were almost beyond control with joy at their 
triumph. The white conservatives were dismayed by their 
overwhelming defeat at the polls. 

The Constitutional Convention assembled in Bdchmond 
December 3, 1867. This was the first time in the history 
of the State that n^roes sat as members of a legislative 
body. Dr. Thomas Bayne, Willis A. Hodges, and Lewis 
Lindsay were the most prominent and inflaential negroes in 
the oonventiou. 

The State had been revolutionized. The old political 
leaderb were absent. The old dominant class had lost con- 
trol. Negroes and their radical friends had met to frame a 
OODStitntiOD for the Old Dominion. 

Many n^roes insisted tliat all social distinotionB of 
race should be removed by law and onstom. In !Nanse- 
mond county, in June, 1867, a negro meeting advocated 
negro equality in every respect and female snffii^ge.* Lewis 
Lindsay, a colored leader, in a speech at Charlottesville in 
July, 1867, claimed sooifd equality as a right of the 

*Bk)liiiuHid IM^Bteh, Jnna 18, 1867. 
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n^^roes/ Similar demands vere made by n^ro leaders 
and radicals about this time in many parte of the State. 
The editoi of the Peterabnrg "Index" is qnoted as saying: 
"We hare never seen, nor do we know, why a white man 
who wishes to marry a colored woman, or a white woman 
who wishes to marry a colored man, should be restricted 
in the caprice."^ 

It was claimed by some that the Peteisborg platform 
&TOred intermarri^e between the races. ^ Nerertbelefls 
many negroes opposed any agitation fbr social equality, 
and were content for the time being to make sore of ciTil 
and political eqnality and to trost the fotare for other 
priTileges.' 

The whites feared that the radical doctrinaires woald 
attempt by some means to enforce social eqnality as well as 
political and civil eqnality." Sodal equality of the races 
was, of coarse, never more than a dream of radicals and 
enthnsiasts without the slightest possibility of realiza- 
tion. Host of the white people ceaselessly fonght it in 
every form and tendency. 

Oivil and political equality of the negroes was guar- 
anteed by the constitntion fhuDed by the convention that 
assembled in Bichmond, December, 1867. The two races 
continiied to stand apart socially. The instinct of the 
white race is against social equality with blacks. lifeither 
defeat in war nor triumph of radicalism in peace could 
overcome the determination of the whites to resist social 
equality and to preserve racial int^^ity. 



•ChBrlottoBTllle Chronicle, JdIj 2, 1807. 
TRiohmond BnqniTer, Way 6, 1867. 
SRlohmend Enqalrer, May 4, ISffT. 
»Whlg, H&j S8, 186T. 
oRIohinond Bnqnirar, Hsr- &-10, 1847. 
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SniauxT AXD Ooitolubion. 

The negroM lb tiie p&rt of Virgliiift vest of fhe Blxffi 
Bidge vera only aboat fifteen per oenb. of the enlare popn- 
latloD Of tliat section. They were consideraMy in the 
maijorlty In the reet of the State. The negro problem haa, 
therefore, never bera so serious a qneetioB in &e Valley and 
Bonthveat as In the Piedmont, Soathside and Tidenrrter 
Mctlona. 

In 1865 the people of Virginia, almost to a man, ac- 
cepted the nnoonditloiial emandpation of the slaree as the 
matst patent nealt of ttie var. The whites did ii6t hold 
the b^ffties respoBsible for the events of the war or their 
emancipation. 'Rie negroes at onoe aaserted their freedcum 
sad for a few yean w^^e groaUy demoralized by their 
changed condition. The Freedmen's Bureau agents, the 
Northern teachers, the "scalawags" and "carpetbaggers" 
were, on tlie whole, disturbing forces and prolonged and 
aggravated the transitional period from slavery to settled 
freedom. 

During tlais period a system of free contract labor was 
developed. The effort to fix wages by common agreement 
amongst the formers was a &ilare. There was little oppo- 
sition to renting or selling land to n^roes. The negroes, 
however, did not, in most cases, prove BQccessfbl renters. 
Considerable numbers of fr^edmen boaght real estate in the 
two or three years immediately following the war. Colored 
men never experienced any difficulty in buying land if they 
bad the money to pay for it 

fioainesB was prostrated; money was scarce; the num- 
ber of laborers was excessive; wages were liierefon low. 

In the minds of the fi-eedmeu Idleness and freedom 
wen synonymous. The rather severe vagrancy lawseaacted 



oyGoO'^lc 



Jjl^nM mmd Ihmr Irtatnutit in Virgimi^ IMfur IZl 

bj tbe Lef^latore in 1866 wwe not attempts to re-en^ve 
tb» D^rooB or to mininiize their freedom bnt irera intended 
only to cfae^ the vagnuioy and pnt tlie idle freedmen to 
work. This statnte vas aonnlted by Qeneca] Teir; wttlElB 
a tew days after ita enaotment It is, therefore, imponi- 
Ue to say what wonid have been its practical working; yet 
tt Is not probable that this vagrant act wonld have beea 
seriondy abased. On aooonnt of the vt^ranoy and nore- 
liability of D^;roe8 as laborers it was fonnd neoessary to 
enact a contract law. The provisions of this act were not 
severe, and the oonseqaeQces to a -negro of its violation 
were only indirect Every veetige of the old slave laws 
was T^iealed in ISSfi and 1866. 

The nnmber of oatraf^es on negroes in Virginia irom 
1866 to 1867 w«a sEiall. There were, however, many com- 
mon brawls and personal enconnters between whites Bsd 
Uaoka, bat tto more than Were natnially to be axpected in 
a popnlatioD of twelve hundred thousand, of whom five 
bondred thousand were excited and insolent :&eedraen. 
A eoHsiderable nnmber of these brawte and eonteata arose 
from the insolence and insabordination of the negroes, 
which the whites wonld not tolerate. In disputes about 
money or property the negroes never ^rperienoed «ny diffi- 
onlty in secnring fall jostice. In common oases of assault 
and battery and in more serions criminal cases white courts 
woidd not always convict white men, If it w«8 alleged that 
the negro had been saocy or insolent toward his white aa- 
sallant. The nq^roes were generally given something like 
the loazimDm legal penalties for sudi otteaaeB as theft, 
bniglary and arson. The case of Dr. Watson and a few 
'otlisrs created t^e impression in the yorth that tlte eeortti 
of Virginia did not protect ttie freedmen. Soeh oases were 
in reality extremely rare. 

In the summer and fall of 1866, before the old free 
negro laws had been repealed, the negroes by common con- 
seat tmiBt Qui decisions of the courts came into about aU the 
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efril rights of wUte men. By th« l^islative acts of Jan- 
nar; and Febmary, 1S66, all special panishmeDtB and 
oonrt proceedings applicable to n^roes were repealed; and 
they were thns pot ob an eqoality in this respect vith 
white men. Id 1866 tbey were, by act of the L^islatare, 
declared competent witnesses in all caeee in which the 
interest of any colored person was directly or indirectly 
inTOlved. Tbe whites were bitterly opposed to the enfran- 
chisement of the negroes, and aooepted it only as it was 
forced upon them by the United States Grovernment. 

A large minority of the whites &70red the education 
<tf the negroes in snch ways as would fit them to become 
more efficient laborers and artisans, but opposed both the 
method and aims of the UTorthem teachers who were teach- 
ing the negroes to expect fall political rights and to oppose 
their former masters. 

The apprentice laws of this period were the old ap- 
prentice laws of the Code of 1860, so amended aa to apply 
to whites and blacks alike. The Zj^iialatore declared Inti- 
mate the oflbpring of all anions of colored persons bcrfbre 
the war, and provided fbr the marri^e of n^roes in the 
Aitnre on the same conditions aa whites. 

Fnnn this survey of the condition of the n^roee from 
186S to 1867 it is seen that the relation of the whites and 
blacks was during that period about as cordial as could 
hare been expected; that they were adapting themaelTes to 
their new oonditions; that the feeling of confidence and good 
will between the two races, although temporarily shocked 
by the events attending emancipation, was reasserting itself 
during the first year following the dose of the war; that 
the laws had been bo amended and modified as to secure for 
tbe freedmen all the civil rights and the most important 
political rights eqjoyed by the whites. 

The Beconstraction A.ctB enitanchising the negroes 
and the other Federal l^slation in their interest destroyed 
the oonfldenoe and good feeling that had existed between 
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the two races and arrayed them in a bitter contest for Qie 
political cwntrol of the State. In the election of October, 
1867, the negroee and radicals were snccessfnl. Of the one 
handred and five delegates elected to frame a constitntion 
for the State seventy-two were radicals. Of this nomber 
twenty-five were negroes. The blaolcs attained full civil 
and political equality but were nnabte to secnre social 
equality. These Btmggles engendered politioal and racial 
passions and antipathies that have not subsided after a 
genemttoD. 
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